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WILLISHOUE

Address 10 Gruyere Crescent, lvanhoe East
Significance Local

ConstructiorDate 1950

Period Postwar

Date Inspected Januarg021

Statement of Significance

What is Significant?

Willis Housat 10 Gruyere Crescent, lvanhoes Bagtificanthe area remained essentially rural well intacdmeu2

and the site derives fronCtierteris Estagabdivision of 1939, which was mostly developed after WWII. The extant house
was constructed195@s a family horfer and likely by Albert Alexandert@Vdlidesign bige archite&obin Boydhen

in solo practies well as directing the Small Homes.2dbedeand his wiRgsalind, a singegmained in residence into
atleast the late 26entury.

The significant elements acelitsid fornmcludingaintedbrick walls with extensive section obgtrdled migdyrickwork
to the lower level of the facade, screened entry, stained timber boards to the entry cafigpyethrgedioms:rand
timber front dod@hesmallaundrlock to the rearalsmriginal and significant.

Thecreantbrickgaragevith oncrete lintelssociated walhdtimber pedestriantrytothe rear boundaipng Gruyere
Laneandcypress trego the front west bountatilikelydate to thiate1950sThese elemententribute to the
significanaaf Willis Housasdokeylandscapinglementi the front gardessch as thlava rockéto bothow retaining
wallsandgarden bed edgingndrandom storpaving
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How is it Significant?
Willis Housds of historical and aesthetic significance to the City of Banyule.

Why is it Significant?

Willis Housde of historical significance as arpestiyadesign by Robin Boyd, opestivaA u s t forerhostaréhitect
anddesignsommentataorks 1950 construction in the southern reaches of lvanhoe Easttbteairadoyencef this

locald which had remained sparsely developed farmland into the postgaa petadule concentration of architect

designed modernist residences over-théateighart of the!®fenturyThe circumstanced\f | | i sconstraction e 6 s
demonstrate the high cost and/or difficulty to procure labour in the years immediately following the Secasd World War as it
likely constructed by its owner Albert Alexander Willis, a (former) Master Builder fiyhocidke tftheland in 1948

was employed as a leather mer(@eterion A)

Willis House of aesthetic significance faseearliest modernist house in the munidipaitsay dfselementssuch as

its cuboid form, ndlat roofpartly screened entry, unusually extensive glezasgofear fully glazed band to the main
level) restrained articulatiod lack of decorati@preserd dramatic break with the masswhpmburbdrmusing
characterised by pitched roof forms and elaborately detailed exteriorms@agersmmsidered advantage of its site
and locatidna prerequisite of good modernist désitrat, while sodifiting, there are large windows with|rfrauinirag
divisions to the front living areas that capture fine vieves\altdye opposite. (Criterion E)

Description

TheWillis House located in the central part of Gruyere Crescent, a dreétfioed the southern edge of the

residemal part of lIvanhoe East. The house is located at the southern end of an elongated block, which overlooks the
BirrunfyarreRiver near Burke Road. The parcel of land has an aré&®8ifddubis narrower at the northvemereti

backs onto Gruyere Lane (about 13 metres as compared to about 19 metres at the southeisosiogesTaedant

metres across the length of the site (about 51 metres).

Willis Housde widely visible and is set back about 10 metres frarbdbhadesy, which is defined by a low, loosely

configured wall of lava rocks. Much of the front yard is a lawn with a eucalypt to the east end within a garden bed primarily
consisting of agapanthus, similarly edged with lava rocks. There iseaqrartwayonéth a central section of crazy

paving to the west end (likely Castlemaine slate or the like, lain in an irregular formation) adjacentltsreedow of five estab
cypressed smilar stone has been employed to the garden bed in frarseohtitethe adjacent stairs and edge of the

lawn area.
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The house's overall footprint (including the front porch and rear patio) is rectangular, but thehpedhBlygdda is T

theslope, there is a partial basement/lower |evghraitirolledoo}, workshop, and storerotirahas an extensive

grille(dit and misbrickwork)rhe latter iscommon featurdRobiB oy d 6 s wor k, and pastwdrer ar ch
period, though ranatijised in such extensive and promimaanneas in this instanddaree piers are visible behind the

screen.

The form of the house is essentially cuboid with a near flat or low skillion roof. The roof is clad in meetaidgheeting behind
timber fascia with a squat chimney at the east end. It projects over the entrance to form a tapered cadapy, with a soffit |
stained timber boards. The walls are brick and painted white, as drarttfegltopbamgs, though the original wall finish

not known. The brickwork was possibly bagged, a finish which Boyd commonly employed during the earlgt1950s (for in
the nearb$tone Hous&l0110). The entry stairs are concealed behind a wall that extends out from the grilled section.

The main uppevel front wall\Wfllis House almost entirely glaZzBukextento which would have been notewabttiey

time of constructidnder the influence of postwar modernism, there was a general preference with contemporary plannit
have a relatively blank fagaitearily as a means of creating pfiieaymploymentttisstage, of su¢arge panes of

glas (that is;omprisinfgw glazing barsasless ypicafor a private residerioghis case, Boyd combined these elements

to providanimpeded views of the Yarra corridor, creatingnanuoturef the landscapdle achievisgme privaayith
thescreerdentry wall for the st@ilie fact th@ruyere Crescas(now at least) a-thwough roaalso likely factored into

his decisiemakingThe visiblgart of the entbove the screen wall consists of a painted timber board doorswith sidelight

Whilenotevidentrom the public domain, therearsrall square windows along the west eladaidoor to the east
side The rear/north wall is mostly glazed in a similar manner to the facade.

Front, showing extent of concrete pasiageas shndom storoeAzy paving

The bor plan has bedrooms along the western side with living areas to the east end, openingrbetersnaar patio.
fireplace, with cut corhas, ecurvedearwalland heartblad irbricksWalls and ceiling®lined with plaster sheeting

1 610 Gruyéewvanbroes Earstt 0, r e avivweraatestate. conam'sol/propedvicg u st 2015,
ivanhoe+ea$P0309157
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thoughhere are likadyiginal stained timber eleniantading partition wallscafdinetrgnd/or joineily some areas. The
kitchercabinetry likely dates tdatespart of th20h century

A sparate laundry blaxlocateththerear yardearthe eastern boundary. It is designehiilea mode the house and
to the south side features a largewindmwitha banaf louvres.

Extending most of the rear boundary (Gruyere Lane) length is an original cream brick wall, i@Hictehagen ttacre
doublewvidth garage door and a timber board pedestrian door. To the east is a section of metal sheeting, set back from ano
skillion roof structure.

Gree Lane
(Source: Google Street View)
WillisHouseis an early example ofoaernist house defined by its flat/low pitched,raidbrrepresented a distinct

break with thgpicatuburban normofia gabled and or hipped roof. Other key aspeg@stivar modern movement
illustrated by the house is its conscious response to the sitesgongitiaudar access, privacy and views.

Around 1950, Boyd employed some varied or compartmentalised footprints before exploring a more regimented and modu
approach to plannimgler the sway of gmevalerhternational Style. The inclusion of an unusually large window
without/minimal divisions is reminiscent of the Wood HbtiFaahdek Street, North B&hove50, which was

extended twice by Boyd in 1959 and 1971.
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Histay
Context

The City of Banyatevers the unceded Country of the Wuwilidigeople, whoave inhabited amdnaged its

landscape for thousands of gene@imbnsaintain an ongoing cultural conhi€bidightly wooded grasslands bf wha
became known as O0lvanhoed wereuquieck|l yroar gbeedi i degs
1835) downstream ofBhearuntyarra at Melbouftdo wever , as part of the OHeidelb
Keelbundorthis area passed rapidly into private heartsudgtion in Sydney Town in. 4838

Over the following decade, a patchwor KWarfingdpgssiblyst i ge 6
60 eagl eldtedd Hea dieh )beaivegs@vest baRkoductive river flats, and the demandgaifl thiggindsrther

afield, encouraged market gardening, orchfgdsdaradly, due to soil exhaustion and fldaidygactivities mostly
undertaken by g farmefsThisperceivedural idyll enticptkin aiartists to the distdating the 1880&ing the

'Heidelberg School’ within Australia's artistic cons€iousness

Ivanhoéi t s name stemming f r om remaicet a dpaskelypopulatedradrisultudal avea umtil o e
Mel bourneb6s OLanidPBaodmg eisrmg utetbe tleatrai 88 w¥smari ed outl ool
oftenweh f f newcomer s. By the turn of the century, O6Beaut
l ocal i tyd °Anfimpéadcadway conhextiorets Melbourne in 1901 supported furlass rgidaieh,
instigating 6four decades of slow and relatiwgly affl
train statiori8.

During the interwar yesnburban Ivanhoe solidified, although its southern and eastern reaches remained primarily lockec
by the expamds & e ©6Ehar testatedsTo navigate the compiexitiesttHataeconpanied theh 6
subdivision of these arésleping land, curving streets, views) in the postwar period and galvanised by the swelling influer
modernism, many of thearageneralljnoneyegroprietors sought the services of an a¥Bit¢be early 1960s,

distinct enclavesugimarkemodernist design culture were apparent in the southern reaches of lvanhoe and lvanhoe East
with the aesthetic and lifestyle reverberations of the modern movement also shaping infill development ¢th the more este
environs of the locale.

View near Heidelberyistoriapenand ink drawing, circa

Sl

1858
(Source: Eugene vorér@rd, National Gallery of Victoria
2 ContexBanyule Thematic EnvironmentalyHsttober 2018, pglh available online
3 James Boyc&835: The Founding of Melbourne & The Conquest pBRacktialca, 2011, pxi
4 Keelbundora stems from a European rendering of Kulbendore of the eldest son of the important Wurundjeri
ngurungaefae ssenti ally o6head mandé) Bill i belOnheoftge.carligshi Subur ban

manifestation§local governance in the Port Phillip District (1840), the fluctuating borders of municipal Heidelberg mirrored it
growth, as it was reformatted into a Road District (1860), Shire (1871) and then City (1934). It was amalgamated as the Cit)
Banyule ih994.

5 Donald S Gardé#eidelberg: The Land and Its Peopl@a®B8elbourne University Press, 1972, p13

6 Robert P WhitwoBha i | | i er e 6 s, FV¥ Ballliere,r1879, pp233az et t eer

7 ContexBanyule Thematic Environmental Histenye ct i ons 2. 3. 1, 2.3. 2, 2.3.5, and
Richard Broome et al, é&lsmembering Melbourne-1860 Royal Historical Society of Victoria, 2016, p282

8 Thombés estate designat i oamebysisWadltar Scpti (18 by a novel of trF

9 Ivanhoe & Alphington Progress SBeiatyiful lvanhoe: the suburb of model homes and scavimdeh@tuadio, 1900, SLV

10 Ivanhoe Station opened in 1888; however, inefficiencies in thividisidethertnilway line initially bedevilled growth.

u Ivanhoe grew from roughly 2,000 residents in 1913 to nearly 8,01dryaib988ar BooRsistralian Bureau of Stajsti

12 Don Gar deaMelboorhSclmal bf blistdrical & Philosophical Studies, The University of Melbourne, July 2008
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Sitespecific

The subject allotment derives from Portion 2 of the Parish of Kesdnghtod&tectare holdiparchased (along with

portions 1 and 3) by Thomas Walker iA B3@8Biepased Scottish banker and philanthrope with an eye for marketable land
acros the colony, Walkeroés intention in the Port Philip
acquisitions as early asI@®P to enormous ptdfit.

In the resulting sales, Portion 2 was carved up into multiple large ssbiges land formed partaighly 33ectare

farm purchased by ohéhe first surveyors of the district, William Wedgadenkeyn dssWa ver | y6. Dar ke ap
have developed tpispertyapidlyforat its sale ihecember 1838wasoted asleared, fendgand under cultivation with

a weatherboard residéatdtimatelyVaverlyas incorporatmtoCa pt ai n Sy | v eéhsdrigimal speling wasBr o wn

6Br,dvended was ajdednstaterablehéBasbhandsd estate. Br ow
Company who had made a fortathén Sydney through whaling andt¥@tiewas also the father of multifarious Thomas

Alexander Browne, celebrated during thtdae a* ury as the novelist O06Rolfe Boldr
seat in 1840, cultivating $he flats and socialising wi

However, within a few years, the colonial economy's worsening conditions forced therflardiodestoéss of
which shattered Br&wm A fortunate marriage between his daughter and a relative of Walker (the mortgage holder) enabled
the debt to be cleared through the partial sale of the estate in 1853 (namely, the westshingokaliraestaiRoad)

and the O6Brownes of Hartl andsd we fA7gheyardraieed there untittbeanidu py t
1860s, departing in the wake of their ragRlltdad§nceds dest
The infamous 6Land Boombé syndicate, the Trustees, Exec

Portion 2 in 1889, including a large section of the former Hartlands estate, instgydidigisnansiteluggish
developmett.

ByJunel928a holdingonsisting about 6 hectares had kesuired by the Trustees Exed@ufgsncy Company and
theviticulturiskFrancois Robert de Castella, then an occGparteosiville Thispropertyncluded all the land between

Burke Road North (west), Gruyere CrescenfT{seBiio)evard (easihd McArthur Road (nditthjasadvertised as the
6Charteris Estate6 fawdagradually sotd framrSepterihewsubjegrapdrtbimedipariob ns . A
the largesectio! At this time, according to a contemporaphagiapimuch oBurke Road Nohad yet to Haid

outand the ardzetween Lower Heidelberg Road and thwé&anséed as cleared farnfrand

The subjeetlotment (no Mas one of 40 home sites offered for sale in Mafidiell6dation was notethasst 6 f i nest hi
on t he r izAdaescriptionuof tiee waderfotlofvs:
Good prices were obtaindétkaduction sale of 40 allotments in the Charteris Estate, Bast kdnlmeit 6 00 épFhresons att

estate is bounded by the Boulevard, on the north side of the Yarra River, opposite Burke road bridge, artbbk®waerextensive ou
Camberwedhd North BalwAfn.

All40 lots were s@tlauctioftIn May 193%he subject land was transferiehést William Capuano, an engineer and
(company) directoEbfabeth Stre€tround this time, the City of Heidelberg had isdaedaéidwinfor the
construction of brick veneer houses (previously frownddeugaa) movided the floor area exceeded the prescribed

13 W Joy, O Wal kle8r8/Aujifalian Bictisnary df Bidyyrattipnal Centre of Biography, Australian National
Uriversity, 1967, available online

14 Gardenteidelberg: The Land and its Peggdle

15 He was also the father of multifarious Thomas Alexander Browne, celebrated duwrikgnthe late 9 as t he novel i
Bol dr ewoodo®6.

16 Gardenieidelberg: Thand and its Peqpp312

w Gardentieidelberg: The Land and Its Pppgh2

18 6 | n c e nAdistraasiand Apdil 1865, p6

19 Certificate of Title, vol 2142, folio 233

20 Certificate of Title, 585, folio 947

21 LP12704The SLV has several holdings relating to the Charteris Estate, most of which arelinet av&ilableenf the
estate was being used by 19%6lé&s ofand west of Burke Road North.

22 LandatzProject no 13Run 17, Frame 3328cembei931

23 Age 11 March 1939, p3

24 6East | vAagosi2 bMarct81939epd

25 6The Week HenaldPevarth 1839, p22t e 6,

26 Certificate of Title, vol 6302, folio 247
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minimum by 15 per c8itowevethe official declaration of war in Septemthevatchl cessation of private fogiifidim
December 1940, together with possivattions and ratiopappear to have delayed developirtbetproperty.
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Charteris Estate subdivigi®a8, showing the two distinct parts
Approximate locatiokvdfis Houde indicated by tiesl arrow
(SourceCertificate of Title, vol 5435, fo)io 947

A194 MMBWplanshowghatno construction had occurred along Gruyere,@raisteintreality had not even been

established (see 1945 aerial photograph below) adéttvdotghto the north had been develgpestiuction in Gruyere

Crescent only started in earnest during the late 1940s, possibly buoyed by the provision of sewerage in Ivanhoe East ir
194%8
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MMBW detail plan 4825, dated 1941
Subject allotmenttlined in dashed fetbrth is to right of frame
(Source: SLV)
27 60Br i ck VeRemraPorHRiria, $A&)s6dyne 1940, p4

28 Argus13 July 1949, p20
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1945 aeriphotograptthowing approximate location of subject site
(SourceRingwooAIC, Zone 7, Phatap 84941 TheUniversitygf Melbourne)

InNovembelk948the title was transferreflibert Alexander Willis of Dickens Street, tBevoadarriedeather
merchar®®Willishad beebhornin1909n Clifton Hille had served in the Militia Forces from 1926ctdis®3ghthe
Citizen Air Force of the RASEEtbbet 942 Atthat timehedescribetimselas advaster Buildier

with six years practical experience in the construction of all types of domestic structures from timbehireensid rewddtiogs to t
residenes including the preparation of plans and spedfications.

Willis waawarded the Pacific 8tahis servide 1945His wife, Rosalind, wamger whibadstudied at the Sydney
Conservatoriufeferences to her activities were frequently hotkedintSoci et yd sections of the

TheWillis Housgas constructed in 195Theresidenceas a early commissifartheeminenarchitect Robin B&yd,
then in his early thirties and in solo practice while also running the RésASEmadiathich provided a wide range of
inexpensive architdesigned plansseems likely tivdillis Housgasdesigneduringl949%sBoyd spent much of 1950
travelling in Europithhis wifé3

Nodrawings or ottdacumentatioalating tthis projettas been unearti#édhs lackmakes it probable Mallis House
wasneithedocumented to working drambrgaupervised by Bdkis circumstance may have arisen asaVillis
former/current (unclear) contiddtety urettook the build himself. Clunters were widespread in the postwar years, as
professional builders were expensive and difficult.to procure

29 Certificate of Title, vol 6302, foli\2kig had marriedsalind Mary Spriggs in Balmain (Sydney) in 1932 in what appears to
have been a military ceremony. One contemporary description6 an ar ch of -officers asdhe bridges f or me.
and groom I6efric ht SuSydhkye 2IdD@c@mber(1932, p7

30 NAAseries A9300 (RAAF Officers Personnel Fit¢84892darcode 5241 538yice Numbiel 19623

81 Valuation record provided by the City of Banyule.

82 Thisclaim was madethe 2015 sale natCerrespondence with the Robin Boyd Fouh@sltooh 202An inspection by
noted authorities on Boydny Lee and Phillip Goafdthe time of the sale confirmed it was likely.

33 Geoffrey SerRpbin Boyd: A Likelbourn&lelbourne University RrE385, ppleBl1

34 Banyule @incil have no drawingsNeteecord of this house is evidenGnoilveds, Romberg and Boyd colltSion

133363 9LV or is held by the Robin Boyd Foundation (Correspondence with RBF, 10 March 2021)
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Albert Alexander Willis Miss Rosalind Spriggs
(Source: NAAeries A93P0 (SourceSydneWail 18 Januay 193, 20

Neither Alexander or RosHifitbvaslisted athe subject addrésgtheVictorian electoral rofi§l 1956r in th&ands &

Mc Dougal | 6s Drtilratdeast 1I98Howevdr, thy éxtart foatprifdlid Houdsevident in a 1954 aerial
photograph, along with the |l aundry block, although th
shows a dark colouring, suggesting it sedextensivelyihthe ed wi
absence of steel sheeting that could clagflathow hed roofs. Mal thoid became noto
intense UV radiation. &kisaphotograpéisodepictseveral othenmpletedousesn Gruyere CresdeMost of these

remain but are afnarkedly differentdkhe Willis Hougkystrating more conventional and caneaehrick veneer

designs wittitched roofs.

1954 aerighotograph

Willis Housds indicated by the red
arrow

Note the unformed nature of Gru
Crescent

(Source.andataRroject no 174,
Run 15, Frame)75

35 Victorian electoral roll, Division of Batman, Subdivision of lvanhoe. Neither Albert or Mary Willis wereQigecealong Gruyere
in 1952 or 1953. The 1954 edition was not available @ he13L¥. & Mc Dougal, Jaossedier ect ory o
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