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The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the key issues and feedback on the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan 
Option One community consultation and engagement process conducted between May 25 to August 30, 2021. This 
feedback will support Council in proceeding to the next stage of developing a final draft Masterplan for the Ivanhoe 
Sports Precinct. 

1.1 Background  

Ivanhoe Park, Chelsworth Park and Ivanhoe Recreation Reserve (John Street), Ivanhoe collectively form a significant 
sporting precinct that is home to 14 clubs with in excess of 2000 plus registered members and a significant student 
population. It also fulfils a strong passive recreation role where the community enjoy its natural environment and 
amenity. 

The need for a strategic approach to these three sites has increased over the last 10 years and decisions about the 
best use of the facilities in the future and how to maximise the opportunities and outcomes are difficult to make 
without a plan that properly considers the possibilities, needs of existing clubs, new demands, and expectations from 
broader community. 
 
Council resolved to fund an Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan (the Plan) at the Council Meeting 8 October 2018 in response 
to several separate budget submissions and requests, including: 

• Budget submission by Ivanhoe Park Croquet Club to provide $10,000 to support a scoping study to extend the 
playing field to regulation size and install lighting. 

• Budget submission from East Ivanhoe and Ivanhoe Bowling for $50,000 to conduct a feasibility study for the 
merger of Ivanhoe and East Ivanhoe Bowling Clubs and investigation into relocation of Ivanhoe to East Ivanhoe. 

• Submissions of interests and proposals from Ivanhoe Netball Club for netball court training and club facilities at 
Ivanhoe Park. 

• Recent upgrade of facilities of Ivanhoe Tennis Club (John Street Reserve) and planning future works on this site  

• Ivanhoe Junior Football Club and Ivanhoe Netball Club expressing interest to strengthen relationship  
 
Council engaged Otium Planning Group (OPG) to work in collaboration with the Council and community to prepare an 
Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan. The purpose of the Plan is to guide Council’s decision making, explore opportunities and 
options, set future directions for the use of the sports precinct, and meet the future needs of sporting clubs and the 
community. 

1.2 The Project  

The development of the Ivanhoe Precinct Plan commenced in 2019. Stage one consultation undertaken during 2019-
2020 identified a range of key needs and issues and included: 

• Formation of Reference group with 6 meetings throughout key stages of project 

• Key stakeholder interviews – Sporting Clubs, State Sporting Associations, and Ivanhoe Grammar School to 
identify, needs, demands, future trends  

• Local Resident survey –to ascertain use, like and dislikes of current facilities 

• Discussion with Bowls Victoria- regarding bowls participation, current and future  

• Council briefings and site visits  

• Site reviews and assessment with key Council staff across all relevant departments – parks, open space, traffic, 
environment, property, sport and recreation, assets and capital delivery  
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Based on this initial consultation, key issues identified and the site assessments an Issues and Options Summary 
Report was prepared that identified a number of future development options for the precinct. These options were 
presented for discussion and feedback with the Project Reference Group and Council as well as being tested against 
the projects key planning principles which were as follows:  

• Responsive to changing participation trends, community needs and demands 

• Consolidation of assets for more efficient and cost-effective asset management 

• Facilities that are fit for purpose and meet contemporary compliance guidelines 

• Safe and Accessible public spaces for all ages 

• Maximise net open space 

• Improving facilities while maintaining local amenity 

• Provide for a variety of open space uses 

• Improve community wellbeing and encourage healthy active lifestyles  

• Encouraging active / sustainable transport modes 
 
Based on the feedback received two preferred options were identified for further consideration. Council resolved to 
release the Draft Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan Issues and Options Report, Option One for broad community 
consultation at its meeting on 24 May 2021 (detailed on following page), endorse the community engagement 
approach and receive a further report on engagement outcomes and resolving plan. The option (known as Option 
One) includes the following: 

1.2.1 Ivanhoe Reserve (John Street) 

• Consolidation of bowls 

• Retention of the newly surfaced tennis courts and consideration of a hot shot /pickle ball court 

• Redevelopment of the club rooms to create an integrated accessible  bowls/tennis facility 

1.2.2 Ivanhoe Park 

• Retention and upgrade of the bowls clubrooms to provide a flexible community space, with the potential to 
accommodate a of range of community users and groups. 

• Development of three (3) netball courts on the site of the bowling greens 

• Improvements to the sporting fields and practice cricket wickets 

• Expansion of the croquet rink to support capacity to host  regional events 

• Redevelopment and improvement to create a connected walking track  

• Removal of the two  tennis courts  

• Removal of the bowling club care takers residence 

• Improved and diverse open space and support amenities in line with the objectives of the Banyule Public Open 
Space Plan 2016-2031. 

1.2.3 Chelsworth Park 

• Upgrade of the sports  club pavilions to support inclusive participation  

• Upgrade to tennis courts surface  

• Improved lighting to the sports fields 

• Redevelopment of a connected walking track  

• Improve traffic management 
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Figure 1 Option One - Preferred Option of Banyule City Council 
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Stage Two Consultation for the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan was conducted during the period May 2021 to the 30 
August 2021 (including the COVID-19 lockdown period). The project was featured on Shaping Banyule immediately 
following the Council meeting. The consultation activities included: 

• Two in-person pop up consultation sessions 

• Online community survey via Shaping Banyule  

• Key Stakeholder online interviews - with all tenant sporting clubs  

• Written submissions  
 
It was important that the tenant sporting clubs and community were aware of the project and the available 
consultation opportunities. The Plan and consultation opportunities were communicated via the following: 

• Emails to all clubs with Shaping Banyule links and request to forward on to all members and promote through 
their social media networks and member data bases  

• DL postcard delivered 26 and 27 May 2021, to surrounding households of each precinct (approx. 1600) advising 
of the project, consultation, online survey and directing them to Shaping Banyule for further information-. 

• DL postcard also placed at key locations throughout Ivanhoe, e.g., Libraries, sports clubs  

• Regular Banyule Social media posts  

• Updated FAQ advising of consultation extension distributed to 1000 households surrounding precinct over 12 
and 13 August 2021. 

 
The following provides a summary of the key issues raised through the consultation and engagement sessions.  The 
key issues are identified under each of the three sites.  Copies of the detailed consultation notes for pop ups , 
summary of meetings from one on one consultation with clubs , summary of written submissions and survey 
comments are also provided. 

2.1 Pop up Sessions 

Two “pop-up” sessions were held to provide residents and stakeholders an opportunity to attend a scheduled in 
person consultation session.  The two sessions were held on: 

• Wednesday 16 June 2021 at Ivanhoe Park Football Club rooms 

• Saturday 19 June 2021 at the Chelsworth Park Scout Hall 
 
Due to Covid restrictions interested people were required to book into a session time they wished to attend, with a 
maximum of 10 people permitted at each session.  A total of 33 people attended the pop-up sessions across both 
days. No sessions were booked out and all people that wished to attend were accommodated. 
 
Council officers and a representative from Otium Planning Group were in attendance to answer questions and record 
feedback on the Option One Plan. 
 
The following provides a summary of the key issues and feedback that was frequently received at the two sessions.  A 
summary of the notes taken at the sessions is also provided. 
 
Ivanhoe Recreation Reserve (John Street) 

• The development of the area should retain as much green open space as possible 

• Confirmation required from Council that there is no proposal to sell off land at John Street  

• If the bowling clubs merge, would there be a new accessible pavilion for both bowls and tennis? 

• Traffic and parking were identified as a potential issue 
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Ivanhoe Park 

• Strong support from some attendees for the retention of the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club  

• Concern and questions over why the Option Two Concept Plan which consolidated the bowls facility at Ivanhoe 
Park was not released for community consultation 

• Members of the EIBC indicated that the membership data in the summary report for the precinct plan was 
incorrect and misrepresented the actual number of bowlers and the increase in barefoot bowlers over the past 
two years 

• Concern from members of the EIBC around loss of history – the club is iconic and an important part of Banyule’s 
history  

• Croquet Club representatives indicated a desire for a 3rd croquet court to be included in the plan,  the need to 
light at least two of the courts and the need to upgrade the current club rooms. 

• Concern over the type of vegetation in the park, particularly the weeds that were in the garden of the caretaker 
residence. 

• Recognition of the opportunity to improve the amenity/landscaping on corner Boulevard and Lower Heidelberg 
Road – unsightly and unsafe to walk through  

• Increased traffic to the site was identified as a concern and the need for additional car parking on site 

• The use of the proposed netball courts was questioned including what other activities would use the netball 
courts. 

• The need for netball courts was questioned  
 
Chelsworth Park 

• Need to retain and improve the passive recreation elements, such as dog off leash and walking tracks. 

• Need to upgrade the pavilion to include female change and address accessibility – this should be a high priority 

• Need to ensure additional dog stations and collection bags are provided 

• Concern over the potential change in use of the area – the ability for dogs to run off the lead should remain 

• Need to ensure the use and access by the IGS and community is not conflicted. 

• Improved traffic management is required congestion is particularly bad on Saturday mornings when school 
sport is occurring 

• Concern over the location of the sports field lighting and the impact on residents 
 
Other  

• Concerns there was insufficient parking proposed across the precinct  

• Need for additional bins and drinking water points 

• Lack of shade across the precinct  

• Full support for the inclusion of walking tracks and links with the exercise equipment. Additional lighting along 
the paths should be included to ensure safety at night  

• Council needs to mindful of the bird species in the area 
 
Appendix One provides a record of the feedback received at each of the Pop Up Sessions. 
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2.2 Written Submissions 

Approximately fifty two (52) written submissions were received via both the Shaping Banyule Website and direct 
email correspondence to Council Officers. A full copy of all written submissions has been provided to Councillors to 
review and consider. The key issues from these submissions can be classified into the following themes.   

1. Support for Council to proceed with the upgrade of the sporting facilities in the precinct 

2. Support for the retention of East Ivanhoe Bowls Club at its current site 

3. The need to ensure community access to Chelsworth Park is retained 

4. Traffic and car parking concerns across the precinct 

5. Need for the upgrade of the Chelsworth – pavilion and sports lighting 

The following provides a summary of the key issues identified within the written submissions. 
 
Ivanhoe Reserve (John Street) 

• Support for Ivanhoe Bowls Club to remain at the current location 

• There is a strong working relationship between IBC and Tennis which supports the development of an upgraded 
integrated club rooms 

• There is a need to provide additional green open space and less concreate  

• There is a need to improve accessibility both to the club rooms and car parking 

• Some concern was expressed about the potential traffic and carparking congestion if greater use of the bowls 
facilities occurred 

• Concern expressed by the Ivanhoe Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Bowls Club about the proposal presented by BRAG 
and their opposition to the proposal. 

 
Ivanhoe Park 

• Strong support for East Ivanhoe Bowls Club to stay at the current location in Ivanhoe Park 

• Concern expressed about the consultation process and the incorrect membership numbers being report 
particularly the social and barefoot bowlers 

• There is a need to address traffic management and car parking including improved provision of accessible car 
parking  

• Mismanagement of the vegetation in parklands and the need to provide a vegetation plan 

• Caretakers’ residence not providing value to the community and should be used by the public 

• Access to public toilets in the park is required 

• Retention of the historical features including the croquet clubrooms and the rose garden is important 

• Support for the development of sporting facilities that meet the needs of females such as netball 

• Suggestion that development of two netball courts could occur on the location of the two tennis courts 

• Croquet club request the development of a third croquet court with at least two of the court to be lit 

• Development of the netball courts in the park would impact the access to public open space and the green 
amenity of the park – the hard surfaces are considered an inappropriate development.   

• There are more suitable sites in Banyule for the development of netball courts  
 
Chelsworth Park 

• Need for the upgrade of the club rooms including the provision of female friendly facilities should be a priority. 

• Upgrade or development of new clubrooms needs to be visually appealing and sensitive to the environment 
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• Need for improved sports field lighting to support the evening training activities  

• Concern over proposed additional sports field lighting impacting nearby residents  

• Concern over lack of parking and congestion that occurs on sport days.  Need for a detailed parking and traffic 
management strategy including drop off areas for busses to address concern of residents in the area 

• Poor pedestrian access to Chelsworth and a number of the key areas i.e., scout hall 

• Poor drainage and the need for improved drainage across the park 

• Poorly placed maintenance and emergency access to the park 

• General park lighting and security poor – need for improved pathway lighting  

• Need for female friendly facilities and access issues to be resolved  

• Need to ensure local residents access for walking and dog walking - off lead dog areas to be retained 

• Need for additional dog bag dispensers and rubbish bins 

• There is a need to consider linking trails for bike riders  
 
Other  

• Support for two bowls clubs in Ivanhoe  

• A traffic management plan needs undertaken to address traffic management and parking issues across the 
precinct 

• There is a need to upgrade public access i.e. walking tracks, public toilets, dog areas, water fountains and safety 
lighting 

• A number of submissions question why Council did not release both options one and two for community 
consultation and feedback. 

2.2.1 East Ivanhoe Bowls Club Submission 

The EIBC are strongly opposed to the Draft plan and their objections and concerns were presented to Council in a 
folder containing their formal submission and a number of other documents to support their submission.  A full copy 
of the submission was provided to Council to review and consider. The following provides a summary of the key issues 
identified in the submission.  
 
The strong desire to retain the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club at its current location and preserve the history of the Club. 

• The club do not support a merger with the Ivanhoe Bowls Club 

• East Ivanhoe Bowls Club members will not use the Ivanhoe Bowls Club if the facility was closed 

• East Ivanhoe bowling members will not have a home and members will stop playing bowls 

• The Option One Concept is ageism and contrary to Councils recently adopted Diversity Strategy 

• The membership data used in the Summary Report is not reflective of the club’s current membership which has 
grown over the last two years, in particular bare foot bowls.  The following table details the club’s current 
membership as of July 2021 as presented in their submission: 

 

Table 1: East Ivanhoe Bowls Club Membership Comparison 2020 and 2021 

Category Year 

2020 2021 

Pennant players 54 53 (60 available to play) 

Barefoot players 7 197 

Social members 0 10 

Social players 7 197 

TOTAL 68 267 
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• On this basis the club believe that they have the numbers to sustain a viable club in the future and have plans to 
introduce a number of ancillary programs such as Rookie rollers and Jack Rabbit to support further growth 

• The Club believe the consultation process for the development of the precinct plan was flawed and there has 
been and inherent bias in favour of netball. 

• The Club believe the two Concept Options presented to the Council should have been released for community 
consultation and feedback. 

• The Club have made improvements to the clubrooms during the COVID 19 lockdown period which has improved 
the look and feel of the facility. 

• The Club identified that 18 other community groups make use of the clubrooms for meetings and functions. This 
includes birthday parties and some weddings. 

• The submission questions the Ivanhoe Netball Clubs participation numbers and programming and the need for 
the provision of three netball courts in the Ivanhoe area.  Alternate options for the provision of netball courts 
were suggested including the two tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park and the former Council nursery site. 

 
The Clubs submission included a document identifying their concerns and issues in relation to the consultation with 
the clubs and the community.  The key issues they identified were: 
 

• EIBC belief that all tenant clubs were not provided with the opportunity to  join  the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct 
Plan Reference Group in May 2019 

• Belief that there was never an agreement to merge, and this has misled the community and damaged EIBC 
reputation 

• Belief that the merge options with IBC was based only on parking restraints and complaints from neighbours  

• Belief that Council misled the community and clubs during the consultation process reporting incorrect 
membership numbers for EIBC and netball in the FAQ  

• Belief that Council has demonstrated a lack of support for EIBC by only showing one option and misled the 
community by showing   Ivanhoe Netball Club taking over the greens.  

2.3 Key Stakeholders 

One on one interviews with OPG representatives were held with key stakeholder groups and organisation between 
the 22nd and 29th of June 2021.  Due to Covid 19 restrictions these meetings were held via an online platform. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to give each organisation a further opportunity to provide direct feedback on the 
Option One precinct plan and provide an update of current participation /membership figures provided by the 
organisations during the Stage One Consultation. In total there were 15 key stakeholder sessions held.  The following 
table provides a summary of the key issues identified and the updated, 2021 membership numbers.  A copy of the 
minutes from each of the meetings has been provided to Councillors for their consideration and review.  
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Table 2: Summary of Key Stakeholder Consultation 

 

Organisation 
Facility Used Issues Opportunities 

Members 

Reported 
2019 

Members 

Updated 2021 

Wild Stride 
Fitness 

Ivanhoe Park • Additional shelters required for protection from 

sun/heat and wet weather 

• Additional lighting to ensure safe use if park 

• Additional car parking required 

• Improved toilets required 

• Access to drinking fountains required 

• Shade is important, including undercover 

shelters. 

• Supports netball and lighting of courts 

• Would make use of court area if lights also 

provided 

• Supports community access to multi-use rooms. 

NA 30 

Ivanhoe 
Amateur 
Football Club 

Ivanhoe Park • Lack of inclusion of football as part of Reference 

Group  

• Parking is a major issue, especially in wet weather.  

• Lack of suitable storage space.  

• EIBC have been a supportive partner.  

• EIBC have provided access to the bar during 

winter season 

• Would like a replacement fence around the oval 

• There is a need for additional external security 

lighting.  

• Opportunity to house netball on current tennis 

courts should be explored 

• EIBC should be retained on its current site  

114 300 

East Ivanhoe 
Bowling Club 
Inc.  

Ivanhoe Park • Membership numbers and participation over past 

18 months have increased.  

• The original position of the EIBC Committee to 

consider merging with IBC is not the position of the 

current Committee 

• EIBC does not agree with Option 1, and wanted to 

know why option 2 wasn’t put out to consultation 

• EIBC do not wish to merge with IBC or move 

locations 

• Concern expressed over advertising of Positions for 

Reference Group Members 

Series of questions were raised in the meeting including: 

• What was the process used to appoint the 

representatives on the Reference Group, and who 

are they? 

• Strong barefoot bowls membership,  

• Strong use of the club rooms by up to 17 

community groups.  

• EIBC believe there are sufficient members within 

the club to enable the club to remain sustainable 

 

50 Bowling 
members   

Total members 
247 
64 pennant  
183 barefoot 
bowlers 
2000 people 
playing 
barefoot bowls 
per year on a 
Friday/Saturday 
and Sunday 
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Organisation 
Facility Used Issues Opportunities 

Members 

Reported 
2019 

Members 

Updated 2021 

• EIBC requested that the consultation  be extended 

due to COVID Restrictions 

• Capacity of bowlers at Ivanhoe Bowls rink? 

• The study and funding were to include Ivanhoe 

moving to East Ivanhoe. This was discussed at 

meetings during consultation and put on the 

Victorian Bowls web site. The committee are 

frustrated this change happened without any 

consultation with East Ivanhoe Bowls or community 

as funding was set up for this through the council 

protocols and this was denied in our meeting.  

Ivanhoe 
Cricket Club 

Ivanhoe Park • There is a lack of female changerooms. 

• There is a need to improve the practice cricket 

wickets nets 

• The club has committed funds to upgrade the 

cricket nets to include new synthetic nets and a 

roof over those. 

134 134 

Ivanhoe 
Junior 
Football Club 

Ivanhoe Park • Car parking is an issue across the precinct.  

• There is a need for public toilets to be located 

closer to the plays pace.  

• There is an issue of rubbish and the collection of 

rubbish at Ivanhoe Park.  

• Supports Netball at Ivanhoe Park.  

• Supports Tennis and Bowls at John St.  

• Would like to see a picket fence around the field.  

• There is a need for a traffic management plan for 

the precinct 

• Support Option One.  

350 337 

Ivanhoe Park 
Croquet Club 

Ivanhoe Park • The Club support the extension of the croquet 

courts 

• Club would like a 3rd croquet court on the site of 

the tennis courts this was not picked up in the 

Option One plan 

• lighting to at least two courts increase the length of 

play 

• Club would like an upgrade to the clubrooms 

including a medical rooms and larger kitchen for 

events 

• No capacity for additional members due to the 

number of courts 

• Overall supports Option One in relation to the 

associated impacts on the Croquet Club.  

74 74 
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Organisation 
Facility Used Issues Opportunities 

Members 

Reported 
2019 

Members 

Updated 2021 

Ivanhoe 
Harriers 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• Lack of car parking.  

• Lack of female friendly facilities.  

• Lack of storage space.  

• Lack of club rooms with support amenities 

• Covid has had a significant impact on membership. 

• Supports netball at Ivanhoe Park.  30 61  

Ivanhoe 
Soccer Club 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• Growth is limited due to the lack of female 

changerooms and limited lighting on ovals 

• Club has purchased portable lighting to assist 

more teams to train.  

200 225 

Chelsworth 
Tennis Club 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• Car parking across the precinct needs to be 

addressed.  

• Need to upgrade all four courts surfaces 

• Would like to increase work with Netball.  

• Supports Option One  

 

30  60 

Old Ivanhoe 
Football Club 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• The current clubrooms facility is at its end of useful 

period.  

• There is a high level of frustration that the upgrade 

of the clubrooms has taken a very long time 

• The grounds become water logged and water 

stagnates on the field.  

• Supports decisions based on participation and 

outcomes for the community.  

• Lighting needs to be upgraded.  

• Would like to work with Melbourne Water for 

water solutions for the swamp.  

• Support Option One.  

212  400 

Chelsworth 
Park 
Reference 
Group 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• Croquet parking needs to be closer to the 

clubhouse to support disability access.  

• Would like to see a traffic management study 

undertaken on the precinct.  

• Supportive of Option One.  

NA NA 

1st Eaglemont 
Scout Group 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• There is a lack of suitable parking on Irvine St.  

• There is poor pedestrian access to Chelsworth Park 

and the Scout Hall.  

• Concerned that the relocation of the EIBC bowls 

club will negatively impact membership.  

• The is support for walking tracks around 

Chelsworth Park.  

• Supports improved lighting and security but 

needs to be considered how Scouts use the 

facilities.  

 NA  NA 

Old Ivanhoe 
Grammarians 
Cricket 
Club 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• There is a need for female change rooms NA NA 50 Senior  
10 Juniors  
80 in2cricket  
140 Total  

Ivanhoe 
Bowls Club 

Ivanhoe 
Recreation 
Reserve (John 
Street) 

• There are parking issues with the current number of 

users.  

• The club works well with the Tennis Club.  

• Supportive of an integrated club room with 

tennis 

• Support Option One 

80 Bowling 
members, 40 
Social 

105 (101 bowls 
and 4 Social) 
200 barefoot 
bowlers 
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Organisation 
Facility Used Issues Opportunities 

Members 

Reported 
2019 

Members 

Updated 2021 

Ivanhoe 
Tennis Club 

Ivanhoe 
Recreation 
Reserve (John 
Street) 

• There is a lack of disability parking across the 

precinct.  

• Supports in principle use of the Chelsworth Park 

tennis courts as an overflow facility 

• Would like to see the courts lit to support night 

competitions 

• Would like to see Hotshots Courts and Pickleball 

Courts at John St as a priority 

156 150-200 
depending on 
COVID 
lockdown 

Ivanhoe 
Netball Club 

Ivanhoe 
Netball Club 

• Ivanhoe Netball does not have a home base for 

training and have been advocating  Council for 

some time 

• limited capacity for growth lack of facilities  

• The option One plan suits the current and 

future needs of netball  

• Provides a home for netball in Ivanhoe.  

• Location of the netball club facilities important 

to integrate with the junior football club.  

• The hub becoming home to more than one 

club will actively foster reconnection 

through social and cultural opportunities 

250 241 

Ivanhoe 
Grammar 
School 

Chelsworth 
Park 

• There is a current lack of female changing facilities. 

The school would like to focus on Chelsworth Park 

improvements 

• The delay in the clubroom development is causing 

significant frustration for all if the clubs.  If councils 

want to ensure specific criteria are addressed, then 

a contribution should be provided. 

• The current lease only requires IGS to contribute 

$400/$500k to the upgrades. The school is 

prepared to contribute significant capital funds to 

develop the facility 

• If a larger contribution is to be provided the school 

will need a lease extension to get a better return on 

the investment 

• Need to address issue of access to tennis courts 

• Supports lighting across Chelsworth Park.  

• There is a need to improve car parking and traffic 

management in the area 

• The opportunity to cover the open drain is also 

supported as it will improve traffic management 

and safety 

 

NA NA 



 

VIC58-21  BCC: Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Community Engagement & Consultation Summary Report  October 2021 Page 13 

2.4 Shaping Banyule -Community Survey 

The Draft Report, Option One concept and survey were available on Councils Shaping Banyule website from 25 May 
2021 – 30 August 2021.  There were 3,297 visits to this page and a total of 360 responses were received. 
 
The following provides a summary of the survey results.  A copy of the general comments made throughout the survey 
is provided in Appendix Two. 

2.4.1 Respondent Profile 

The following indicates the profile of the respondents to the survey. The following graphs indicates the suburbs and the 
age of respondents. 
 

 
Figure 2: Respondent Suburbs 

 

 
Figure 3: Respondent Age Cohort 

The results indicated that: 

• The majority of responded lived in Ivanhoe (40.24%) followed by East Ivanhoe (24.32%), Eaglemont (8.11%) and 
Rosanna (5.11%) 

• There was a relatively even mix between males (50.15%) and females (46.25%), 

• The majority of respondent were age between 40 - 54 (40.58%) years of age.  The 60 – 69 year age group 
represented 17.15%. 
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2.4.2 Respondent memberships 

Respondents were asked if they were a member of a club, with 61.52% indicating they were and 38.48% that indicated 
they used the park for unstructured activities 
 
The graph below indicates how the respondents use the precinct.  
 

 
Figure 4: How the respondents use the Precinct 

 
Of those who stated they were a member of the club within the Precinct, 9 different sporting clubs were identified 
(some tennis and bowls did not indicate the club), listed below in order of the responses received. It is important to 
note that some respondents were members of multiple clubs. 

• Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club (n=29) 

• East Ivanhoe Bowls Club (n=23) 

• Ivanhoe Bowls Club (n=22) 

• Bowls Club not specified (n=4) 

• Ivanhoe Netball Club (n=16) 

• Ivanhoe Tennis Club (n=9) 

• Ivanhoe Football Club (n=8) 

• Ivanhoe Cricket Club (n=7) 

• Ivanhoe Junior Football Club (6) 

• Other Tennis Clubs (n=3) 

• Croquet Club (n=2) 

• Ivanhoe Harriers Club (n=2) 

• Wild Stride Fitness (n=1) 

There were also four other clubs mentioned, however they didn’t specifically identify the club’s name.  
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2.4.3 Positive Aspects of the Option One Plan 

Respondents were asked to comment on what aspects of the proposed Option One plan they liked. Of the 360 
responses received, 260 people (72.22%) made positive comments about the plan. In total there were 25 themes that 
emerged, with 6 themes receiving more than 10 mentions. These were: 

• Development of Netball Courts supported (n=65, 23.32% of question respondents) 

• Improvements to the available sporting facilities supported (n=21, 20.65%) 

• Lighting for the Chelsworth Park soccer fields (n=32, 12.96%) 

• Future development of the Ivanhoe Bowls Club (n=29, 11.94%) 

• Development of clubhouses (n=22, 8.91%) 

• Improvements to the available walking paths (n=15, 6.07%) 
 
For this question there were also 33 comments (13.36%) that were a negative sentiment to the Option One. 
 
A copy of all comments in response to this question are provided in Appendix Two to this report  

2.4.4 Negative Aspects of the Option One Plan 

Respondents were asked to comment on what aspects of the proposed Option One plan they did not like. Of the 360 
responses received, 174 people (48.33%) made negative about the priorities in Option One.  The key items respondents 
dislike was:  

• The proposed relocation of the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club was not supported (n=91, 52.30%)  

• Concerns that traffic issues would increase with additional use (n=11, 6.32%) 

• Loss of the tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park (n=11, 6.32%) 
 
For this question there were also 18 comments (10.34%) that were a positive sentiment to the Option One. In total 
there were approximately 40 themes that emerged with the majority of these receiving only one mention.  
 
A copy of all comments in response to this question are provided in Appendix Two to this report 

2.4.5 Plan Priorities 

Respondents were asked to identify what they believed Council should prioritise as part of the Ivanhoe Precinct Plan. 
There were 242 comments that were received (67.22% of all responses), with a relatively even distribution of themes, 
with no theme receiving more than 20% of all mentions. The graph below details the distribution of the community’s 
priorities.  
 

 
Figure 5: Community Priorities 
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The results indicated that: 

• The top two priorities were retention of the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club (n=45, 18.6%), followed closely by 
construction of netball courts (n=44, 18.18%) 

• There was strong support for the provision of lights at the Chelsworth Park sporting fields (10.33%) 

• There is strong support for the upgrade of changerooms primarily at Chelsworth Park  
 
A copy of all comments in response to this question are provided in Appendix Two to this report 
 
Overall support 
 
Respondents were also asked to rate their support for the proposed Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Plan Option One, on a 
scale of one to five with ‘one’ being not supportive and ‘five’ being supportive.  
 
The average score was 3.48 indicating overall support for the plan by respondents. The graph below shows the 
distribution of responses was at either end of the scale. 
 

 
Figure 6: Level of support 

 
The results indicated that: 
 

• 55.25% of respondents were supportive of the Option One plan 

• 32.72% of respondents were not supportive of the Option One plan 

• 7.41% of respondents were somewhat supportive of the Option One plan 

• 4.32% of respondents were somewhat not supportive of the Option One plan 

• 0.31% of respondents were neutral to the Option One plan 
 
A copy of all comments in response to this question are provided in Appendix Two to this report 
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Additional Comments 
 
Respondents were asked if there were any areas or aspects that they believed required more attention. In total there 
were 148 comments made by the respondents with only two themes receiving more than five responses: 

• Ensuring East Ivanhoes Bowls Club remains (n=32, 21.62%) 

• Concerns over the level of parking required (n=9, 6.08%) 
 
There were also eight (8, 5.4%) comments that were general positive sentiment towards the projects, while another six 
(6, 4.05%) were made regarding the level of community engagement, which they labelled as poor.  
 
Respondents were also asked if they would like to make any additional comments. This was an open-ended question 
and the responses were themed into the categories. In total there were 119 additional comments, accounting for 
33.06% of all respondents, and the results are detailed below.  
 

• General Positive Sentiment towards the project outcomes (n=33, 27.73%) 

• Ensuring East Ivanhoes Bowls Club remains (n=25, 21.01%) 

• Concerns about Community engagement activities (n=9, 7.56%) 

• General Negative Sentiment towards the project outcomes (n=9, 7.56%) 
 
A copy of all comments in response to this question are provided in Appendix Two to this report 
 
Summary of Survey Key Findings  
 
The key findings from the survey include: 
 

• Most users of the precinct are members of a club that use facilities within the precinct (61.25%), Approximately 
47.75% of respondents identified they use the facilities within the precinct for unstructured activities. 

• The main sporting clubs’ respondents were members of were: 
o East Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
o Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
o Netball Club 
o Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club 

• Approximately 62.66% of respondents were supportive or somewhat supportive of the proposed Option One 
plan 

• Approximately 37.04% of respondents were not supportive or somewhat not supportive of the proposed Option 
One plan 

• Of the 360 people that responded to the survey, 260 (72.22%) provided comments on what they thought the 
positive aspects of the plan. Most frequent responses were Netball Courts (n=65, 23.32%) and improvements to 
the available sporting facilities (n=21, 20.65%). 

• Of the 360 people that responded to the survey, 174 (48.33%) provided comments on what they thought were 
negative aspects of the plan. The most frequent response was the proposed relocation of the East Ivanhoe Bowls 
Club (n=91, 52.30%)  

• The upgrades to Chelsworth Park including the clubrooms and sports field lighting were identified as the 
priorities by the community (21.49%), followed by the retention of East Ivanhoe Bowls Club in its current location 
(18.6%) and construction of the netball courts (18.18%). 

 
 
  



 

VIC58-21  BCC: Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Community Engagement & Consultation Summary Report  October 2021 Page 18 

 

The following table provides a summary of the key issues identified through the community consultation and 
engagement process for the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Options One.  The table identifies the key issues and how the issue 
could be responded to in the development of the Final Draft Ivanhoe Sports Precinct master plan  
 

Table 3: Summary of Key Issues 

Location Key Issue Possible Response  

Ivanhoe Recreation 
Reserve (John 
Street) 

Lack of car parking and a traffic 
management plan 

Development of a detailed car parking and traffic 
management plan for the precinct recommended within 
Master Plan 

Need for accessible club rooms facilities  The development of an integrated bowls and tennis 
clubroom recommended for the Master Plan 

Expansion of tennis program 
opportunities  

Plan identifies potential location for Hot Shots and/or 
Pickle Ball court. 

Ivanhoe Park Support for the retention of the East 
Ivanhoe Bowls Club at the existing site 

Options for Council consideration 

• Council identifies an alternate location for netball 
courts in the precinct i.e., site of 2 existing tennis 
courts at Ivanhoe Park  

• Council does not address the needs of netball in the 
Ivanhoe Sports Precinct 

• Council identifies and alternate site for netball in 
Banyule 

• Council adopts Option One  

Need to formalise the existing car parking  Master Plan proposes the sealing and line marking of the 
car parking to improve efficiency and accessibility. 

Lack of car parking and a traffic 
management plan 

Development of a detailed car parking and traffic 
management plan for the precinct recommended within 
Master Plan 

Need for a 3rd croquet court with lighting 
on two courts 

The Master Plan proposes the expansion of the existing 
croquet courts to meet regional requirements.  A third 
court cannot be accommodated if netball courts are 
developed on the site of the existing tennis courts 

Upgrade and extension of the Croquet 
Club Rooms including improved access 

To be identified as recommendation on the Master Plan 

Sporting oval Surface Upgrade The upgrade of the sporting oval to be undertaken in line 
with Councils agreed sports ground upgrade program 

Improvement to the practice cricket 
wickets nets 

To be identified as recommendation on the master plan 

Walking Track and amenities upgrade To be identified as recommendation on the master plan 

Access to public toilets To be identified as recommendation on the master plan 

Concern over management of vegetation 
and weed control 

Development of a detailed landscape and vegetation 
management plan to be recommended within the 
master plan  

Access to the care takers residents should 
be made accessible to the public 

The future use of the site to be determined as part of 
the development of the final master plan.  
Recommended removal of the care takers cottage and 
return of land to public open space. 

Need for three netball courts to support 
the training activities and growth of 
Ivanhoe Netball Club in the local area 

There is the opportunity to develop two netball courts 
on the site of the current tennis courts.  This option 
provides one less court than Ivanhoe Netball Club have 
requested. 
This option remove the tennis courts from Ivanhoe Park 
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Location Key Issue Possible Response  

Chelsworth Park There is a need to retain and improve the 
passive recreation elements of the park. 

The master plan to include a number of 
recommendations to improve the passive areas 
including: 

• Upgrade pathway network and linkages to Ivanhoe 
Park 

• Safety lighting 

• Additional dog bag dispenser 

• Upgrade to landscaping and general amenity 

Significant concern in relation to parking 
and traffic management 

Development of a detailed car parking and traffic 
management plan for the precinct recommended within 
master plan. 

Need for upgrade of clubrooms to 
improve accessibility, female 
participation, and overall amenity 

To be identified as recommendation on the master plan. 

Redevelopment of the clubrooms should 
be visually appealing and sensitive to the 
environment. 

Development of a detailed design brief that articulates 
Council’s design principles, expectations and outcomes 
to be approved by Council 

Need for additional sports field lighting To be identified as recommendation on the master plan.  
Focus of LED lighting to be investigated for southern 
oval. 

Concern over location of sports field 
lighting nearest residents (northern oval) 

Proposed lighting on northern to be removed. 

Concern over poor drainage of the site Detailed drainage plan recommended within master 
plan. 

Need to upgrade the tennis courts and 
club rooms 

To be identified as recommendation on the master plan 
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The information contained in this report is provided in good faith.  While Otium Planning Group has applied their own 
experience to the task, they have relied upon information supplied to them by other persons and organisations. 
 
We have not conducted an audit of the information provided by others but have accepted it in good faith.  Some of the 
information may have been provided ‘commercial in confidence’ and as such these venues or sources of information 
are not specifically identified.  Readers should be aware that the preparation of this report may have necessitated 
projections of the future that are inherently uncertain and that our opinion is based on the underlying representations, 
assumptions and projections detailed in this report. 
 
There will be differences between projected and actual results, because events and circumstances frequently do not 
occur as expected and those differences may be material.  We do not express an opinion as to whether actual results 
will approximate projected results, nor can we confirm, underwrite or guarantee the achievability of the projections as 
it is not possible to substantiate assumptions which are based on future events. 
 
Accordingly, neither Otium Planning Group, nor any member or employee of Otium Planning Group, undertakes 
responsibility arising in any way whatsoever to any persons other than client in respect of this report, for any errors or 
omissions herein, arising through negligence or otherwise however caused. 
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Pop Up Session 16/06/21  
 

Attendee Comments 

− Question why bowls being moved to John Street 

− Walk dogs off leash – want to keep as leash free 

− Football Club members: 400 members. 120 football users 

− 150 recreation users – 1000 per week – spending 

− No drinking fountain, poor seating, not enough rubbish, 1 dog waste dispenser – not enough 

− No refilling dog poo bags 

− Made up of local people 

− Need to ensure dog poo bags are available 

− School (IGS) and community have to share Chelsworth 

− By Laws need to manage dog walker’s poo 

− Bird – protection of species 

− Don’t insist they need to be on a leash 

− Resident 60 years / Bowler (EIBC) 

− Barefoot members have increased 

− No one using tennis courts at Chelsworth 

− Need facilities for elderly people to play sport 

− Parking issue at John Street 

− Option 2 should be put out for consultation 

− Make sure Ivanhoe Grammar takeover the facility and community don’t lose access 

− Daily user of Chelsworth walking and dog walking 

− Renewal of dog bag 

− More bins – no bags 

− Lighting on walking track 

− Increase number of dog poo bag stations 

− Increase number of rubbish bins 

− Will the clubs get updated on current number of memberships? 

− Hot shot courts at John Street not a good idea and parking 

− Croquet courts could be expanded and two netball courts could be developed adjacent to the croquet area. 

− Option 2 should be implemented 

− Embarkment at Chelsworth Park is dangerous – people fall down and pathway too steep 

− Great to improve facility for sporting clubs – no facilities for women are currently available  

− Any development should be sympathetic to environment 

− Scoreboard – ugly  

− Clubroom upgrades should be visionary  

− Bowling Club 

− Ivanhoe Park – 
o Bigger grass green 
o Larger clubrooms 
o Better parking 

− Accessible parking for Croquet Club important  

− Has lighting been considered for Croquet Club  

− More than 1 option should have been out for community consultation – why not the two options? 

− Parking at Ivanhoe Park – what is proposed? – parking on Saturday is terrible – needs to be more parking – needs 
to be sealed  

− Concerns about the cottage house – important that it stays –believes it is a safe house for young people  

− Others felt that that this whole corner area is very unsafe and not- welcoming and are supportive of the greening 
and improving of this corner site  

− Membership numbers identified in report for EIBC are incorrect – there is more players and members  

− Question around the demand for netball – do they need 3 courts  
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Attendee Comments 

− EIBC have been incorrectly represented by previous committee reps- in regard to wanting to or being open to 
merge with another bowls club 

− Clarify what is the difference between a training court and a normal court  

− Option 2 doesn’t destroy a 70 year old club – why can’t the netball go on the old tennis courts? 

− Vegetation quality at West end is poor– weeds and maintenance poor  

− Spread of serious weeds across Ivanhoe – English Ivy  

− Not one person who lives in caretakers cottage house or Council has cared about the vegetation management or 
weed control  

− It’s great that the club rooms at EIBC are remining as a community facility  

− The green at EIBC should be retained it’s a good proud club- believes it is a landmark- taking out an icon is not 
right  

− EIBC members don’t want to attend another bowling club.  

− Not sure if the Ivanhoe Bowling Club could accommodate the players at EIBC 

− Need more dispensers for dog poo (Chelsworth park)  

− Are very supportive of a doing something very visionary for the new Pavilion at Chelsworth.  

− Bigger grass green at IBC – has this bene considered? 

− Parking at Ivanhoe Bowling club is difficult (worse than EIBC)  

− How will the parking be managed at John Street? 

 

Pop Up Session 19/06/21  
 

Name Comment 

Ivanhoe Park 
Keep 2 bowing clubs 
More green less concrete  
Keep outdoor space as space  
Traffic and parking concerns  
Add pedestrian walks for easier access 
The pavilion is used for functions too  
Can the bowling club green be used for everyone 

Resident of Toora street. Concerned about traffic issues on Clarence Street. 
Pedestrian hazard  
IVANHOE PARK ISSUES  
Why can’t we lower the carpark and put the netball courts on top? 
CHELSWORTH PARK ISSUES 
Seems to all be focused on team sports  
What about passive recreation options/ we need more emphasis put on open space 
His suggestion- don’t change too much 
Happy to re-build the pavilions not build new ones 

We need Female friendly buildings & changerooms 
Hes from the Ivanhoe Harriers- he wants a pavilion. “Ivanhoe Harriers- Back in Ivanhoe” 
They want a home in Ivanhoe 
They have Athletics in summer and cross country in winter 
He also had timeframe questions- when things will be done 
Cr Peter Castaldo spoke about Council looking into biodiversity and looking into the impact on the lights on the 
ground. (Night critters, animals and bugs)  

He was interested as to why we have restricted the changes to just these areas? 
There is not enough car parking  
What do we mean by lack of shade? Ivanhoe Park or Chelsworth? 
What do we mean by ‘Mature trees being a constraint’- why? 

When is the Ivanhoe Grammer & Chelsworth lease up? What is the length of lease? 

He lives opposite to tennis courts- on John street 
Was it a proposal to merge the bowling clubs years ago? 
Confirming there is no proposal to sell off land? 
Loves the green around the tennis courts  
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Name Comment 

With option 2- would there be an upgrade to the pavilion too? 
If the bowling clubs merge, would there be a new accessible pavilion? 
Peter also had concerns with parking within option A 

Love the idea of walking tracks and it links in well with the exercise equipment. They would like to see some lighting 
along the path too. 

Turning the bowls club into netball courts is terrible. Keep Bowls club as it is. 
Why can’t we have 2 bowling clubs 
Loves walking tracks and the precinct  
Loves having dedicated tennis courts  

Doesn’t want bowls to migrate  
Can we have a crossing @ Ivanhoe Park 
Wants bowling to stay - they do functions and Friday evening events 
Can it just be walk up and walk in (more community free access) 

With the proposal for the outdoor netball courts – can this be managed by the community or a committee of 
management? So, netballers don’t dominate. 
Can we get pedestrian access on lower Heidelberg Road? Near Dowell court - there is a break in footpath - great spot 
there. Can we also add traffic lights for crossing ease? 
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(1) Positive Aspects of the Option One Plan 
 

Do not want a bowls merger 
1. Nothing - I do not want my club to be consolidated 
2. That bowls will be consolidated at John St 
3. Keeping Bowling club near railway station. 
4. This sounds amazing - such a win for the community. An amalgamation of sports and with respect to 

the Bowls Clubd, an amalgamation of membership base is a very sensible option. Well done Banyule. 

5. Nothing I like, lawn bowls should be at Ivanhoe Park 
6. In terms of consolidating the clubs Ivanhoe seems the logical choice with a larger membership base and 

more pennant sides that play at a higher level. Putting netball court at existing east Ivanhoe bc would be 
better then at current Ivanhoe bowling club, as it is surrounded by housing and whistles going at all hours of 
the night would cause a major disruption to neighbours. 

Parking 
1. sealing of the car park 
2. That the car park will be paved 
3. "Retaining and improving the croquet club. Sealing car park (I)" 
4. Upgrade of the parking at Chelsworth park and the proposed upgrade of the change room facilities 
5. Upgraded car park, pedestrian access points and floodlights for soccer pitch at Chelsworth Park 
6. Addressing the parking and upgrade the main building. 
7. "Increased car parking Ive park & sealing car park Netball courts Ive Park Walking track linking CW & I park 
8. Lighting on soccer fields essential. Area is very dark and unsafe at night" 
9. "Proposed sealing of the car park to Ivanhoe Park Proposed footpath linking Ivanhoe and Chelsworth Parks" 

Chelsworth Park Developments 
1. The redevelopment of Chelsworth park is way overdue. The community really uses this area already, 

imagine if it was upgraded and people were able to use this for different reasons. Also the redevelopment 
of the sports fields is way overdue and the community/clubs would benefit highly from this! 

2. The redevelopment at Chelsworth 
 

Development of Clubhouses 
1. Planned new building & new lights for Chelsworth Park 
2. Fixing the parking around Chelsworth Park and upgraded facilities 
3. In definite need of new change rooms and the lights aren’t all that good for when we are training 
4. Improved Pavilion 
5. "Upgrading facilities to provide clean, safe, secure and functional amenities for both sexes is extremely 

important. This includes access for disabled so that nobody in this district should feel discriminated against. 

6. Improving the playing surface of Ivanhoe Park is important too." 
7. Upgrade of Bowling Club clubhouse with sufficient space, toilet facilities and showers at John Street 

to accommodate ITC members. 
8. "The replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club clubhouse with an improved Clubroom extension for the Club 

in the Ivanhoe Bowling Clubhouse. 
9. If the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park are lost to other uses, then the replacement of the 

Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park with two smaller format courts at John Street is a must to 
ensure the capacity of courts available to the Club." 

10. "Not much. Removing tennis courts is a retrograde step. But if they have to be removed from Ivanhoe 
park, perhaps putting them at John St might be appropriate, providing the lovely trees at John Street are 
not removed. And providing the Tennis Club can use Ivanhoe Bowling Club clubrooms which might need 
upgrading." 

11. Development of pavilion at Ivanhoe Recreation Reserve. Potential development of pavilion at Chelsworth 
Park. 
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12. The proposed upgrade/development of a sports pavilion at Chelsworth Park. This location is in desperate 
need of a new pavilion that meets the latest community standards. 

13. That the aging CPTC will get upgraded facilities. 
14. Rebuild of grotty pavilions at Chelsworth Park is a priority 
15. Updated rooms 
16. In respect to the Ivanhoe Recreation Reserve (John St) I like the idea of consolidating the facilities/club 

rooms. This will allow for better utilization of the space, and upgraded facilities/club rooms. 

Community Benefits 
1. Better use of community space 
2. The land is already there and being under-utilised 
3. It seems to balance all the requirements well and accommodates all parties wishes as best you can. 
4. great for the area 
5. "The fact that the croquet lawn is being kept. Minimal changes to Chelsworth Park - please keep its natural 

beauty and don’t overdevelop. The new pavilion should be in keeping with the relaxed feel down there. 
The pedestrianised walkway from Irvine Road across the Boulevard." 

Croquet Club 
 1. Croquet club extension 

 

Retention of EIBC 
 1. Overall it is a good plan apart from getting rid of the bowling cliub.. 
 2. No sporting club should ever be forced out of their home 
 3. Not really interested other than why are you proposing to close a bowling club that is perfect for the precinct. 

My grand children love going to watch and talk to players of a Friday evening 
 4. Nothing - bowls club shouldn’t be taken over. 
 5. I cannot see why the Council is planning to demolish the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club site and replace their 

greens with Netball courts, especially when the forecast growth in population is expected to require facilities 
to be built for older residents, not young people Why remove a bowls club from here? Has no consideration 
been given to constructing Netball courts on the Chelsworth Tennis Club Courts. The club is a virtual private 
club and spends very little money on its upkeep. A couple of the courts are not maintained and have been 
left unprepared. The quoted 30 members is a joke. Even 30 members could be better accommodated at the 
Johns Street courts or Eaglemont with better facilities existing there. 

 6. "As a Pennant Member of East Ivanhoe Bowling Club it means the world to me. It is my home away from  
home I get my exercises for the week and I meet my friends. I also attend all the functions. It is a fantastic 
Club. Please allow EIBC to keep our beautiful GRASS GREENS and do not destroy them with concrete 
courts and car parking. BANYULE CITY COUNCIL you have other options 

1. Give the Ivanhoe Netball Club the 2 disused Tennis Courts and they can still merge with 
Ivanhoe Junior Football Club and use their Club rooms 

2. Council has said in the Ivanhoe Precinct Plan the at Chelsworth Park you will create 3 multi-
purpose courts for tennis and Netball like Ivanhoe Grammar ones. This could be a shared facility. 

3. And better still there is 8 Tennis Courts which have not been used since the 1990's by 
Northview Tennis Club, this would be perfect for Ivanhoe Netball Club, West Ivanhoe Netball 
and Macleod Netball Club tom use. 8 is the shortfall of courts that Banyule needs if you follow 
what Netball Victoria say in its report. It also has a Club house in the middle of the courts." 

 7. "Option 1 is the easy way out for Council and its officers and sees the destruction of the EIBC which has a  
proud and long history to create a space for another group. This is unfair and does not take into 
considerations the wishes of the EIBC members, some who have devoted a lifetime to the Club and does not 
take account the fact that many elderly members who are no longe able to play bowls use the clubrooms to 
see and spend sometime with lifelong friends who continue to be able to bowl. Council needs to be a little bit 
more adventurous and let the EIBC continue to do what they do and accommodate the girls netball clubs by 
finding alternative grounds for them. If Council had not sold all of the old Heidelberg High School site, then 
this venue would have been ideal. But for this sale, the EIBC is now in danger of being destroyed." 

 8. I think they should leave bowling Club alone and build netball courts elsewhere 
 9. Do not ruin a perfectly good community bowls club 
10. None. It’s destroying our club 
11. I don’t want netball courts. 
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12. The updating of the precinct would be fabulous, however please don’t overlook East Ivanhoe Lawn Bowls 
who have been associated with this complex for the last 75 years. It would be fabulous for the proposed 
updated project to be inclusive for all in the community. 

13. I'm more concerned for the bowling club. The members that play there are friendly and always having a 
chat when I walk by. I like many others would not like to see the bowls club go." 

 
Good Use of Space 

1. A coordinated approach between the two ovals. Am glad the croquet club is extending and the playground 
and BBQ area is excellent. 

2. Subject to the proposed installation of netball courts in what is the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club, the plan will 
provide necessary improvement to the parks 

 
Bowls User 

1. Keeping the bowling club where it is. 
2. "The replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club clubhouse with an improved Clubroom extension for the Club 

in the Ivanhoe Bowling Clubhouse. If the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park are lost to other uses, 
then the replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park with two smaller format courts at 
John Street is a must to ensure the capacity of courts available to the Club." 

3. Retention of lawn bowls at John St, Ivanhoe. Redevelopment of the clubrooms on this site 
Possible development of pickle ball court. 

4. Correct decision to retain the bowling facilities. 
5. I love the club being 109 years old and being close to the shops and train and great neighbours 
6. I like how you are not building apartments in John st 
7. Continuation of lawn bowling at John St, as its stellar history over 109 years would be devastating to destroy. 
8. Keeps Ivanhoe Bowls Club in its current place 
9. I like that you have retained Ivanhoe bowls club and tennis club. It's a successful bowls club with a lovely 

culture that fits into the neighbourhood 
10. To maintain bowls at Ivanhoe Bowling Club as we have a well managed club that is enjoyed by a large 

number of bowlers. 
11. The residents that encircle the John street bowls are able to continue to enjoy the lifestyle they chose 

when moving into the area. The lawn bowls and tennis courts being part of the serenity of the area. 
12. As a resident and member of the clubs in John Street, I like that Option one will enhance the facilities, 

make them safer, improve the amenity without undue increase to volume moving through the area which 
would impact on residents bounding these spaces. 

13. Very thankful that plan one will rejuvenate the Ivanhoe bowls and tennis club. Being close to the train 
station is good for attendees. 

14. The upgrade to the pavilion and access, as well as the potential hotshots courts. Not having netball courts 
in the John Street Reserve. 

15. The replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club clubhouse with an improved Clubroom extension for the Club 
in the Ivanhoe Bowling Clubhouse. The Ivanhoe Tennis Club full size courts are to be retained 

16. The replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club clubhouse with an improved Clubroom extension for the Club 
in the Ivanhoe Bowling Clubhouse. If the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park are lost to other uses, 
then the replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park with two smaller format courts at 
John Street is a must to ensure the capacity of courts available to the Club. 

17. The replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club clubhouse with an improved extension to Ivanhoe Bowling 
Clubhouse for the Ivanhoe Tennis Club. If the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park are lost to other 
uses, then the replacement of the Ivanhoe Tennis Club courts at Ivanhoe Park with two smaller format 
courts at John Street is a must to ensure the capacity of courts available to the Club. 

18. Improved club house for Ivanhoe tennis club. I hope that this includes toilet and bathroom facilities within 
the club house unlike the primitive toilets the tennis club currently uses. Addition of two hot shot courts 
next to the club house on John Street very important for expanding the facilities offered by the tennis club. 

19. Improvements and expansion of the Ivanhoe Bowling Club club rooms to accommodate the Ivanhoe Tennis 
Club. Hot shots and Pickleball are great ways to get more kids into tennis-like sports and that's great for 
not only the John St courts but for local tennis in general. This is a good re-purposing of the rarely used 
tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park. 

• I believe the decision to have Ivanhoe as the preferred club is correct as it has sufficient numbers of players, 
and, is very well run off the field with competent and experienced people. 
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21. Allows for more Sporting Clubs to access the area and allows community groups to use updated facilities to 
hold functions and meetings. Ivanhoe Bowls Club was established in 1912 over one hundred years ago and 
has a strong competitive and community focus. Maintaining this club and updating facilities will make it 
stronger and be fully utilized as a community asset. 

22. Great to see netball has finally be included as an active sports club, with the football club. It will be great to 
see Ivanhoe football netball club as a hub of Ivanhoe park. Also pleasing to see 2 bowling clubs United at 
John street, it never made sense to have 2 bowling clubs 500metres apart. 

23. Bowls consolidated at John St and consideration given to changing community needs for netball and 
expansion of croquet club at Ivanhoe park. Improved access at John St. 

24. At John Street the synthetic and turf bowls is retained. It appears there is strong demand for it. 

Improvements to area 
1. That the area will be upgraded for people to use 
2. Council is upgrading facilities at Ivanhoe Par 

 
Sportsfield Lighting  

1. LIGHTING for soccer pitch at Chelsworth is most needed!! Parking improved at Chelsworth 
park. Development of sports pavilion at Chelsworth park 

2. The improved lighting for the soccer pitch 
3. I think it’s great. I also believe the precinct is in desperate need of flood lights and infrastructure 

to accommodate the clubs at Chelsworth park. 

4. Will greatly improve the usability of the facility 
5. Lights. 
6. The planned lighting 
7. The improvement to the Chelsworth Park facilities and floodlights which are in need of improvement to 

meet sporting participation demand at Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club and general users of the precinct. 
Floodlights at Chelsworth Park would increase opportunities for people to participate in sport and utilise the 
Chelsworth park sports fields. Given soccer is the leading participation sport in Australia, an investment in 
floodlights would enable council to cater the significant number of people who participate in grassroots 
football, and who will likely be motivated to participate following the 2023 FIFA Womens’ World Cup. 

8. The lights and sports pavilion definitely have to happen. on a Saturday both soccer and football teams have 
to sure the change rooms. Most of the time with people changing outside as there isn't enough space. 

9. We need floodlights on the soccer pitch/es as well as upgraded locker rooms 
10. Floodlights are needed badly as are club rooms 
11. It makes it easier to train and we have little kids who need the lights to play 
12. Increases its usability and brings it into the 21st century 
13. Chelsworth needs new lights, current ones are terrible. Would bring new life to the area. 
14. How much it will help the development of our club 
15. Floodlight towers are needed desperately at Chelsworth Park. The kids have hace soccer training and many 

groups are playing in the dark with inadequate portable lights. Two kids went temporarily missing for a 
period already this winter. Not safe at all 

16. Great to have floodlights included for main soccer oval at Chelsworth Park. The soccer club really 
needs them. My children who play there often have to train in the dark in the winter months. 

17. The prospect of the installation of flood lights on soccer field 1. As the leading participation sport in Victoria, 
I am enthused to see the council contemplate the investment in essential infrastructure which will support 
an increase in opportunities for Banyule residents to engage with the sport of soccer and the Chelsworth 
Park precinct. Given Australia will host the 2023 FIFA Womens' World Cup, investment in soccer 
infrastructure in the Banyule area will assist in accommodating the inevitable spike in participation rates 
among children and adults over the coming 24 months. 

18. The need of floodlights when around the grounds at night & older rooms could do with a revamp 
19. The addition of lighting for the soccer club 
20. Lighting upgrades at Chelsworth 
21. lighting 
22. The Old Ivanhoe Soccer club at Chelsworth Park (where my children play) is in desperate needs of lights 

and improved facilities at Chelsworth Park. Good to see these included in the Precinct Plan 

23. Pavilion, upgraded lighting, parking and roadway entry/exit 
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24. I really think the upgrade of the club houses and the flood lights will be so important and useful to everyone 
25. Improved lighting on the sporting fields at Chelsworth Park and redeveloped change room facilities. 
26. The installation of light at Chelsworth park. The park can be used after 5.30 during the winter and spread 

where everyone trains and therefore causing less damage to the grass as they do know because football 
and soccer train in the one area. Also, the changerooms/clubhouse and pavilion need urgent attention. 

27. New lighting and upgrade of pavilion areas 
28. Upgraded facilities (Change Rooms, Pavilions, car parking, etc) to modern standards across the three sites 

in particular to Ivanhoe Park and Chelsworth Park. Lighting at Chelsworth Park. 

Installation of Netball Courts 
1. Finally gives a home to girls to train. Can come together as a club 
2. It allows the community to gather in the one place and build a strong sporting community across multiple 

sports or footy & netball. Typically netball at the club is predominantly played by girls, however having 
courts at the same place where the footy is played would broaden the awareness of the game and 
hopefully promote participation across the community. 

3. A home for my daughters club 
4. That it includes Ivanhoe Netball Club, as I have daughters that play for INC. 
5. Need netball courts but they need to be under cover and with lights. 
6. The opportunity to finally have netball courts in Ivanhoe. We have two footy fields, Ford Park and 

Ivanhoe Park but nothing for netball. 
7. Allows access for all groups particularly young women 
8. Netball courts 
9. Inclusion of netball facilities in Ivanhoe - much needed 
10. The introduction of the netball courts. Ivanhoe has many netball teams who have no where to practice 

locally at present. 
11. My daughter plays for Ivanhoe Netball Club and we live in Ivanhoe East. We need these facilities, 

available locally and would greatly assist the development of the players 
12. My daughters play netball for Ivanhoe Netball Club. The opportunity that this precinct gives them is to 

play their sport in the community in which they live. 

13. As a former junior netballer I love the idea of netball courts, but not at the expense of another club 
14. Netball sounds good 
15. As an outdoor group training business that has been in the area for years. I like the possibility of having to 

use the netball court (hoping that there's lights on the court) for our early morning training classes when 
the oval is wet. Which is very often during Winter. 

16. I support the plan to have netball courts where players from junior to senior age groups can train and 
play competitive matches. These courts will be able to be used by both social and elite players. 

17. That Ivanhoe Netball Club, with the biggest membership of the Banyule league, will finally have a home 
- shared with the local football club. 

18. The consolidation of sports as per current playing requirements, recognition of the increased demand for 
female facilities. Proper use of land. Much needed upgrade to existing facilities and vegetation in the area. 

19. Local courts for our girls to play at 
20. It gives the Club I play netball for a place to call home so at least we have a base to belong to. Also, we 

will have exposure to other sports and with 3 x courts, we could hopefully have more training days and 
more events. 

21. This option provides facilities for all kinds of sports and will finally include the most popular female sport, 
netball. It means netball has a place in the neighbourhood and provides a common space for all members 
of the family and community. 

22. The opportunity for Ivanhoe football netball club would be the absolute best outcome for the community 
23. I think the area needs additional netball courts 

24. All our family have lived in Banyule for over 40 years and enjoyed using this precinct for football club 
activity for the boys, playgrounds for the grandchildren, music events such as carols on the oval and just 
kicking the football around the park. The eastern end of the precinct has been fenced off and out of bounds 
with the bowls, croquet and unused tennis courts. It is time the precent was thought of as a whole and 
open it up to public use. The need for netball courts in Banyule is a huge issue with girls sport missing out. 
We regularly visit the country and love watching the netball and football clubs sharing the same times 
playing and supporting each other. We would love to see this in Banyule. Our daughters played netball at 
school but there was no-where for them to continue playing in our local community. This is a wonderful 
idea with the crying need to provide these facilities within the precinct.  
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25. New netball courts 

26. Fantastic use of facilities. Introducing netball courts is so very welcome. I have played netball fo the last 45 
years I have lived in Ivanhoe and have never had a court locally that I could access in my leisure time to 
practise. To connect the netball courts to a precinct allows families in the community to potentially have all 
their members playing or enjoying spectating their choice of sport at the one venue. Imagine an Ivanhoe 
Football/Netball/Cricket/Tennis club. I really affirm the concentration of the bowling clubs. There are many 
bowling club facilities within our local community, (Ivanhoe, East Ivanhoe, Alphington, Fairfield, Heidelberg, 
Rosanna) that fully cater for the community needs 

27. The proposed combining use of the bowling greens basically across the road in Ivanhoe is so sensible. I fully 
support the plan. 

28. Girls sport is under-represented in the Ivanhoe community. As a mother of 2 now adult daughters, who 
struggled to belong to a local netball team and didn't have a training venue other than from the generosity 
of local schools at the time. Netball in Ivanhoe has needed a base for many years and having that home base 
at the Ivanhoe sports precinct puts young people at a hub with multiple sports. All sport for young people is 
a priority and girls sport is particularly under represented across the community. Given the close proximity of 
the Ivanhoe Bowling Club it makes sense to combine the 2 clubs and then create a netball club base which 
doesn't exist now. 

26. This is a much needed reform of Banyule's community facilities in the Ivanhoe area. As a parent of two girls 
who played netball and basketball enthusiastically throughout their teenage years, I am only too aware of 
the completely unfair current allocation of facilities in our area - I've driven too far, too often not to be. It is 
absolutel;y right and proper that the community, through its council, review the best and fairest allocation 
of its scarce public land. The history of sell-offs of school sites by successive state governments does not 
help, nor does the incredibly rapid population growth in Ivanhoe due to apartment constructions. It is time. 
The Bowls club have monpolised too much of our lan d for too long - they have more than adequate facilities 
within a very small geographic footprint. Time to put our young people and young families - and especially 
our girls - first. 

27. The netball courts are a wonderful idea. Girls are missing out on having these facilities in the area. 
28. Girls will have a netball facility 
29. 3 new netball courts for INC, long overdue 
30. I like that young girls such as those belonging to netball teams will have a permanent place to train, a place 

to belong and feel connected to the community. Just the way a lot of young boys for a lot of years have had 
connection to that by football ovals. 

31. Great to have the popular sports of netball and football in the same precinct. Makes it very appealing 
for families. 

32. Allows for multi- generational access to recreational facilities. Finally some netball courts! 
33. Allows the biggest netball club in the district a fair chance to have a home, with three courts that 

are absolutely necessary to support the growing club 
34. I love how there will be netball courts for Ivanhoe netball club and that it will support women’s sport. I feel 

because of the ethos of the club, that they are inclusive and forward thinking in regards to women’s sport, it is 
essential that they receive a court otherwise it is impossible for their vision to be properly implemented. 

35. I like the netball courts 
36. It supports women in sport by providing facilities to accommodate women’s sport 
37. Can have a dedicated netball room / courts for our club and close to home, although we’ll be finished junior 

sport by the time it’s developed. 

38. The fact that Ivanhoe netball club could have a home stadium 
39. Enables the younger members of the community access to good sporting facilities and for parents to be 

able to drop off in one area without driving to 3 or 4 different venues. Female sporting participation will be 
boosted. 

40. I like how there is netball courts so it gives more people a place to play 
41. Ivanhoe netball club will finally have some home courts that is so critical for a dominant and 

important female sport 
42. Fantastic opportunity for Ivanhoe netball club to have a home base( which we have never had) A precinct 

like this provides such a positive, healthy, inclusive environment for so many, in particular our huge group of 
Ivanhoe netball club members.." 

43. New and improved facilities. We need more netball courts. Sad that my stairs at the old grandstand at 
Ford park are gone. Heaps of us use to run up and down them. The new facilities look amazing however. 

44. Netball courts are a must No need for the bowls club to be there 
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48. Love the way it is inclusive of more sports/genders as well as making the best use of tight land space There is 
no need for two clubs of same sport in such a small suburb 

49. Adding netball is great - but why reduce sporting infrastructure?? Keep bowling greens ... there is more 
than enough space to add netball 

50. I like that the net ballers are getting courts at Ivanhoe park. Also like the plan to improve the Ivanhoe 
Bowls Club into a shared club house the Ivanhoe Tennis Club. Hot shot & pickle courts would be a great 
facility to have in the area. 

51. Bowls will be maintained at John Street and netball will be catered for at Ivanhoe Park. 
52. The inclusion of 3 netball courts (I don't think 2 may be enough as per option 2). Creating a more open and 

useable Ivanhoe Park. Improvement to clubrooms, which are old and not fit for purpose and therefore not 
used - currently a waste and an eye sore. Rationalization of lawn bowls at one location - preferably John St 

53. Bowls remaining in a quiet area with improved access to and facilities for member and community use at the 
John Street site. In terms of broader community usage, there's to be a safe walking link between the sports 
facilities south of Lower Heidelberg Rd. Inclusion of long-needed netball courts in the overall plan at the 
location with potential for better parking, yet less noise impact on nearby residents. Croquet lawn to be 
improved to international standards. 

54. Very pleased to see the inclusion of lighting to be added at Chelsworth Park. Often it is so dark at the end 
of training and it would be much safer for Council be be able to provide lighting on more of the pitches. 
The addition of netball courts at Ivanhoe Park is a fantastic investment also. 

55. Walking trail between Ivanhoe Park and Chelsworth Park - proposed lighting for Chelsworth Park for the 
Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club. Installation of netball courts at Ivanhoe Park. 

56. I support consolidating the bowls clubs and addin the netball courts. I strongly support turning the 
East Ivanhoe bowls club into a shared community space. 

57. Great to have so many sports having facilities and fantastic for netball to have a home 
58. Modernised facilities. Netball courts. Upgrading and cleaning up the area (ie similarly to Ford Park, Oriel Rd?) 

Ivanhoe Tan 
59. Brings local sports together for families - football, netball, cricket. Gives lawn bowls one focus area to 

develop rather than 2 spaces that are not well utilised and may mean its a dollar saving for the community 
ie, not maintaining 2 venues. Finally provides local courts for netball which has been missing in the area and 
will allow the club to secure better sponsorship and a home. Families may have all children training at the 
same location or in a closer vicinity than they used to be. 

60. It gives women's sport o home at Ivanhoe Park, with Netball close to football and cricket. Supports 
the stronger bowling Club. Provides strategic improvements for all sport. 

61. It addresses the growing need for female sports and updates all the facilities that require updates. I also like 
the link between Ivanhoe Park and Chelsworth Park, I like the fact Ivanhoe park will have more open space 

 

Need for Tennis Courts 
1. We have invested a lot of money into netball stadiums in the past few years but need to invest money into 

other facilities for older generations. Tennis, Lawn bowls and other sports need to be looked at. Tennis is a 
sport that needs support with a number of local Banyule Clubs not have sufficient court numbers and 
members of those clubs having to travel away to other councils to have enough courts for competition. 

Negative Sentiment 
1. Not much. 
2. I Don't like this option. 
3. I don't agree with nor support the proposed precinct plan in option one. I believe there are better 

alternative solutions which directly meet the needs of Netball Clubs in the precinct. 

• there are 2 disused Tennis Courts at Ivanhoe Park which could be used to the Ivanhoe Netball Club 
• you have committed to the creation of 3 multi-purpose courts for Tennis and Netball (similar to 

Ivanhoe Grammar) at Chelsworth Park. It would be sensible to purpose these as a shared facility. 
• there are 8 Tennis Courts which have not been used since the 1990’s by Northview Tennis Club 

which could also be purposed for use for Ivanhoe Netball Club, West Ivanhoe Netball Club and 
Macleod Netball Club consistent with the 8 court shortage in Banyule identified by Netball Victoria 
in its report. Northview also has a Club house in the middle of the courts. 

4. No to option 1 
5. Nothing really. 
6. NO TO OPTION 1. We want to be around for another 70 years. The best Bowls Club in Australia. 
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7. Totally opposed to Option One. The merging of EIBC with the Ivanhoe Bowls Club should not proceed. The 
EIBC should me maintained and alternative sporting fields be found for other sports. I will vote against 
any Councillor (in my Ward) who supports this Option. 

8. Do not like Option One 
9. I am not in favour of option one. 
10. I'm more interested to know why you would want to close a buettifull bowling club , that does so many great 

things for the area 

11. This proposal is a disgrace 
12. Not a great idea, there are other sites in the council area for this to occur 
13. I strongly oppose OPTION 1. It would be an applaulling decsion that would cause huge backlash in 

the community if this went ahead. 

14. I don't. Makes no sense to me other that it probably saves Council some money on development costs. 
15. I do no not support option 1 
16. Nothing - because it is a plan to kill our club. 
17. I don’t like anything. 
18. I don't but, That you don't provide other options to comment on. I would prefer option 2. 
19. I don't like anything 
20. Terrible 
21. Do NOT like it at all As the plan is weighted to heavily towards Ivanhoe Netball Girls 
22. I don’t. I’m a resident and I this proposal is a disgrace, the park is going to be flooded with even more 

people. The residents who pay a premium to live in this area shouldn’t be subjected to the netball club 
taking over. We’ll never be able to use the park as it’s going to crowded. 

23. Except for the abolition of the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club, Option 1 is workable. Option 2 is far more 
practical and should be considered 

24. zilch 
25. not much at all 
26. Improving and looking after ageing amenities (but not to decimate any clubs current space) 
27. Nothing I like 
28. Not much. Should start again. Council by putting up only one option has already made its decision 

about getting rid of a club that supports elderly recreation. Why not place the netball courts where the 
disused tennis courts are now? Or is there a larger agenda here? 

29. Nothing 
30. Nothing can't bowl have to find a new club which is a shame as I like the club 
31. Nothing 
32. I don't 
33. Very little. 

Open Spaces 
1. As a resident in the area I am happy with most of the proposals in both options. It is important to preserve 

all of these sites for current and future residents and avoid over development of the sites. I also think it is 
important to retain the character of the area by not aiming to be too modern etc in design and by preserving 
existing vegetation/ trees. I strongly prefer option 2 which is a more appropriate use of the space than 
option 1. 

 
Sporting Facilities 

1. Inclusive of all clubs and sports allows access for juniors and women as well as older groups. 
2. Proximity to other amenities like Chelsworth. 
3. A clear very well thought out plan that encompasses all requirements for all Clubs within the precinct and 

is reflective of sporting requirements, current and future. 
4. The more sport in the area the better, especially with new facilities. 
5. Great to have all sports in one area 
6. extension of croquet club facilities construction of netball courts upgrading of infrastructure more open 

space demolition of tennis courts consolidation of bowls clubs" 
7. It's a celebration of so many things; netball, sports in general, community spirit & development and of 

course, WOMEN IN SPORT. It provides a growing Ivanhoe Netball Club a home. This club is one of the 
biggest clubs in Banyule with many participants and volunteers involved. This proposal opens the door for 
increased community involvement in many ways 

o Specialist sessions 

o Fitness session Round robins 
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o Open invitation for use by other Clubs/Associations/Businesses 
o Social evenings/days 
o Club meetings 
o Fundraising events 
o Club trials 
o Local netball competitions for the wider community 
o Mixed netball competitions 
o Family/social competitions 
o Recreational use of the area by the entire community 
8. Keeping clubs together, access for the community of a widely involved sports. Keeping resources within 

our community and municipalities. A home and accces to resources for netball whilst connecting to other 
sport and keeping community 

9. I like the council’s initiative to improve sporting facilities in the area 
10. It addresses all sporting club issues and is inclusive of both active and passive recreation. 
11. Increase the professionalism and accessibility of the precinct 

➢ Allow a number of teams to play at the same time generating an environment to foster talent 
and bring the community together 

➢ Will help grow all sporting codes in the area 
12. Joining Ivanhoe oval and Chelsworth park. Having the football and netball teams located in close proximity 

at Ivanhoe Park. Improving / upgrading Irvine road to two lanes (?) past the intersection with Flora Grove. 
13. It’s gives more scope for kids and adults to coincide with the footy also allowing the local soccer club to grow 

and succeed further. 
14. Well needed for the community. This will put us up with the best metro precincts in Melbourne and 

stop local families going to other areas for sport 
15. I like that it is going to use the full potential of the parks and hell created a greater community gathering 

while also giving the people that are most active there the right facilities and facilities that an area such 
as Ivanhoe deserved and should have. 

16. I am in full support of Option 1. It provides a sensible solution to the needs of the Ivanhoe/Banyule bowling 
community, netball community, croquet community and casual users. The John Street facility is underused 
and will benefit greatly from the proposed upgrade. This is of course contingent upon a traffic 
management program for an area which is heavily residential. 

17. I like the part about improving the infrastructure and the netball courts. 
18. The proposed plan is well overdue, and I believe this upgrading in sporting recourses and infrastructure 

will be very beneficial for the community. 
19. Modern space, collaborative rooms and significantly more advanced and greater facilities for growing club 

numbers at junior and senior level. 

20. Delivers facilities consistent with local area needs 
21. The Improvements to the sports facilities . Access and Equity 
22. Balanced approach to providing all the sports access to facilities. 
23. Croquet facilities improved. Introduction of netball courts. 
24. Option one is my preferred option. I support the Ivanhoe bowling club staying as it provides important 

recreational and social activity for the local community. The club is inclusive and brings together members of 
the community from a range of age groups.I am pleased that option one also notes that Ivanhoe Bowling club 
would have improved facilities with better accessibility. I also support the tennis club - our family of 4 are 
members and we use it regularly. It also has a great training program for children. I also support the netball 
courts at Ivanhoe Park. It makes sense to have the netball courts at Ivanhoe Park as they will be able to use 
the Club house which has facilities for female and male players. Netball is one of the most played sports in 
Australia and there are no facilities in the area. It is also a sport played by a lot girls and women - female sport 
is not as well supported in the area as the more traditional male sports. 

25. The upgrade of facilities for a variety of different sporting groups. 
26. One big sporting hub. Great for uniting the community. 
27. Keeps the sports close together 
28. Unfortunately, 2 tennis courts have been lost to the Ivanhoe area in this plan. However, I support new 

netball courts and 2 new hot shots courts at John Street. Pickleball is enormously popular and additionally it 
accommodates older adults and people with mobility issues. Banyule desperately needs more facilities 
forthe elderly and people with mobility issues to encourage social participation and activity. The smaller 
courts would also encourage children who live in the area to play sport and learn new skills 

29. Covers so many sports for the community, particularly gives good “homes” for bowls, netball and tennis. 



 

VIC58-21  BCC: Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Community Engagement & Consultation Summary Report  October 2021 Page 33 

29. ENABLES ADDITIONAL SPORTING FACILITIES EG NETBALL AND CROQUET 
30. It looks after the sports that currently use this precinct as well as providing a home for netball. 
31. I like having all the football ovals close by, encourages community spirit 
32. Make it a one stop shop community based sporting precinct for clubs and the whole community 
33. There is recognition for a number of sporting organisations to play over the 2 main sites. 
34. That all my children can be in the same area fir their sporting needs and walk home when finished. 
35. It's open plan layout looks amazing. It aligns with how sports are moving in these current times and for the 

foreseeable future and allows for easy integration of all sports across the entire community and within close 
and workable proximity with one another. The layout of option one shows a very carefully considered option 
- careful to retain an attractive landscape which is imperative in these times. 

36. It seems to cater for all the needs of Clubs in the Precinct now and into the foreseeable future. 
37. I like that you are investing in sports precinct. 
38. That it caters for all age groups. It is a culturally sensitive to what residents in Ivanhoe need - lots of activities 

which is good for both physical and mental health. Good open space use and not high rise apartments with 
congestion issues. 

39. Fare for all of the sporting clubs 
40. I like the way it gets more sports involved in the area whilst consolidating the current sports with better 

facilities. I believe it will look after the area for re relational Activities for many years 
41. Retaining the john St Ivanhoe bowls club and upgrading facilities. Its remains a perfect facility so close to 

nearby houses and facility for locals. Also like the pickle ball option near tennis club. I like how ivanhoe park 
will be more a sports precinct with netball, football etc as that is a larger green space near main rd and the 
traffic and noise is better managed their. Chelsworth upgrade is also great for locals and sports clubs. I think 
the local schools and clubs, kids will get great use from all these facilities. 

42. I live close by and love the easy access to green spaces and the sporting facilities. I like that option on e 
consolidates bowls and tennis in the one space already set up for these sports and frees up space for 
introduction of new facilities such as netball. I also like that the clubs in John street will ge new upgraded 
facilities that will prove an asset to these clubs and the community they serve. 

43. Netball courts, better use of Ivanhoe park area, redevelopment of Ivanhoe park area, extension of the 
under-utilised croquet and tennis courts at back of Ivanhoe park, collaborative approach with school 
towards Chelsworth park with new pavilion and hopefully the sharing of the tennis courts. Could not see it 
but I hope there is a new toilet block that is larger and more modern for Ivanhoe Park and Chelsworth as it is 
a big gap at present. Great idea to add netball courts as this is lacking in Ivanhoe and there are 2 bowls clubs 
within 500 m of each other, I am sure with dwindling use. 

44. The Sportground upgrade is very much needed for all year use. I am also really happy about the walking 
track to go around Ivanhoe Park with connections to Chelsworth. 

Walking Spaces 
1. I am a local resident, not a sports club member and the precinct plan primarily addresses sports club users 

who travel to our area by car. Myself and my family use Chelsworth park every day. 
2. I like the open spaces with NO fences. Good for my mental health - feel like I'm in the country. I love to walk 

around Chelsworth park with my dog - off the lead. Meeting My neighbors and walking the dogs. social 
interactions with local residents. Local meeting place 

3. I like the fact that they are making a walking track that connects the two parks and the fact that they 
are funding the OISC is amazing with the addition of the lights 

4. Improved access between Chelsworth Park and Ivanhoe Park 
5. Expanded walking tracks 
6. Improved amenities, Walking tracks 
7. The walking track linking the two paths. 
8. Walking track linking Chelsworth Park to Ivanhoe Park. 
9. Improved opportunities for passive recreation 
10. Better pathways and access at all parks, improving the tennis courts at Chelsworth. I agree with providing 

needed courts for Ivanhoe netball club, just not the location and the number of courts. 
11. Flexible community spaces at Ivanhoe East Bowls clubhouse Walking/exercise track around site with exercise 

stations and distance markers. Improved landscaping (hopefully this involves removing invasive weed species
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and planting natives at the park). Upgrading tennis courts at Chelsworth (and clubrooms) to provide 
multipurpose courts Walking track linking Ivanhoe and Chelsworth Parks 

12. As an older member of the local community, and a potential member of the croquet/bowls clubs, I 
endorse the plan to retain these areas. As a dog walker, I am keen that the leash off areas be retained. 

13. More walking tracks connecting to river, improved road access and car parking - I mainly use Chelsworth 
Park for dog walking 

Other 
1. All of it 
2. all plans will benefit all involved in the community 
3. Are you serious 
4. Area needs a big Reno& freshen up 
5. Best option Makes Ecconomic sense 
6. Best plan caters for all options 
7. Chelsworth park 
8. community vibes of course! 
9. Everything 
10. Everything 
11. Everything it’s a good plan 
12. Gender affirmative! 
13. Good 
14. Hardly anything 
15. I am a resident of 20 Toora Street Ivanhoe. The current precinct has served our family for 17 years in both 

tennis and bowls activities. Our children from as young as 8 and now in their 20's have enjoyed on-going 
tennis lessons, we pay for a yearly membership and enjoy playing tennis casually on weekends. As a 
family we have attended social days. We have also hired the facilities for my husband's 60th birthday. 

16. I do not like, nor support Option 1 
17. I do not support Option 1. I am a close resident to John Street area living in Toora Street where parking is 

already tight and congested at various times and do not wish to see the whole East Ivanhoe Bowls club 
forced to move to this location and bring over 200 additional players and cars into the small enclosed area. 

18. I do not support the proposed plan. 
19. I like the concept of the precinct 
20. I would like to see the other options before I decide. 
21. It appears that our club has been missed in your plans. We have been a tenant at Chelsworth for over 30 

years. Our club is doing very well at the moment and continues to grow. 
22. It is recognized as having the best playing surface and conditions. It is also the most convenient to public 

transport making the club facilities highly accessible. 

23. It’s great, it must be implemented. 
24. John St is actually ustilised. Option 2 John St really has no purpose. the land is essentially just cleared, and 

then it will be sold and development occurs 

25. John St Recreation Reserve: Maintaining structured recreation area. 
26. More inclusive and more diversity 
27. Most changes don’t effect me, aside from Chelsworth Park 
28. My comments are directed to the general outdoor fitness pursuits of the Banyule - Ivanhoe/Heidelberg area 

residents. 

29. Not a great deal. 
30. Not much: in most areas it’s a lot of cosmetic change that doesn’t improve the utility at all 
31. Nothing 
32. Nothing. Council survey is blatantly biased because it seeks responses to only one Option 1. 
33. There are many other optional sites for basketball/netball courts in Banyule, with vastly more community 

benefits than the proposed Option 1. Olympia Ward has the highest youth drug problem in Banyule. 
These kids need new facilities NOW. 

34. Option No1 I like plan F "Croquet to remain----" etc and " be extended----" 
35. Overall I pot the general facilities - tired 
36. Peaceful 
37. Sounds very good 
38. Support it 
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39. The ability to create an economy in the area for local sport clubs. Jobs for youths. Also provides a Positive 
environment for groups to exercise. With our world riddle by covid these types of developments are what 
propel communities forward. 

40. The recognition the declining membership of East Ivanhoe makes it a unviable sporting club. 
41. They don't discriminate on people's race, sex, age, or disability. 
42. Upgraded community access, and the original site for Ivanhoe Bowls Club will remain in it's spiritual 

home. Everything else I'm neutral on. 

43. Very little 
44. Welcome home 
45. Well thought out and with funding of facilities by external groups eg IGS great outcomes for all users. 
46. Yes 

 
Negative Aspects of the Option One Plan 

Parking Concerns 
1. Just need to make sure there is enough parking. 

Chelsworth Grammar Impacts 
 1. The residents of John St are not going to be pleased with the increase in traffic in their area. They are already  

battling overflow parking from Ivanhoe Station. Why aren't the netballers given access to the Space Centre 
connected to Ivanhoe East Primary School. This Centre was supposed to include broad community use but it 
appears to be monopolised by Ivanhoe Knights. I'm very concerned about the involvement of Ivanhoe 
Grammar in the rebuilding of the facilities within Chelsworth Park. Ivanhoe Grammar, a very wealthy private 
school, should not be allowed to further impinge on the community use of the this park. 

Separate Tennis Courts 
 1. Separation of two sets of tennis courts. This is a minor thing that could be a missed opportunity for  

consolidation. 

Courts 
1. The area next to Croquet Court becomes dead space as “passive recreation.” Keep as courts 

More for Cricket 
1. What's happening with the cricket club? Will that be staying in Irvine rd or will the soccer be taking that 

oval? l can see no mention of it anywhere. 

2. Yes our grounds don't appear in your plans 
3. Option 1 does not show summer configuration and cricket grounds. 

Environmental Concerns 
1. I’m concerned about any overdevelopment of Chelsworth Park and its natural beauty. Also concerned about 

night time lighting disturbing our native wildlife down there - including Powerful Owls, possums, bird life, 
and snakes. Strict limits to when lights must be turned off (no later than say 8pm) would be a possible 
compromise to protect our wildlife and provide sports clubs with more access. 

- I’m also concerned about having any large glitzy pavillon at Chelsworth Park that is not in keeping 
with its surrounds. The current dark green building which contains public toilets melds in well with 
its surroundings. 

- I’m concerned about overdevelopment of our beautiful East Ivanhoe and Ivanhoe. I love the relaxed, 
”Crackerjack” feel of the current club house and green at East Ivanhoe Bowls. We do not want to 
change the character of our suburb. 

2. Proposed lighting to Chelsworth Park - this area has a lot of bird life and wild life, and introduction of 
lighting will likely negatively impact the ‘bush’ feel that is associated with Chelsworth Park. 

3. Don’t want to lose the Ivanhoe East Bowls club. It’s iconic in the area, used and loved by locals. Concerned 
about lighting to Chelsworth Park and wildlife. 
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Grammar School Use 
1. The proposal for the building of a pavilion for the use of the Grammar school in Chelsworth park, plus 

anciallary lighting may restrict the use by the local residents for the passive activities which are highly 
valued . I realise that IGS do sterling work re the maintenance of the park- but in recent years there has 
been a steady encroachment on grounds by the school ( tennis courts for IGS use only, scoreboards and 
permanent fencing and this seems to be a further move to consolidate IGS hold and control over the use of 
the communal facilities. I feel that residents access to the parks , outside sporting events, must not be 
restricted. This is particularly important as the Ivanhoe area has seen substantial development and increase 
in residential numbers in the past few years. Dog walkers in particular, enjoy the off leash areas , a 
comparative but greatly prized feature of the parks 

2. Increased buildings and presence of IGS. Implied assumption that as Ivanhoe Grammar holds the lease, 
that the have the biggest say, when it is public land. 

More for John Street 
 1. I would like to see more upgraded facilities at Ivanhoe Bowls such as improvements to the clubhouse (eg. a  

second story) and greens. 

Poor Pedestrian Circulation 
1. I dont see haw this can be done unless the clubhouse is moved backwards or the fence along Lower 

Heidelberg Rd is extended outward to the footpath And the sometimes dangerous path between to 2 courts 
is removed. This is why we were happy with the Council promise in the Master Plan or 2010 ?? and 2011 ( I 
gave you a copy of this at the meeting in the Football Pavilion last Monday evening. I think it would be 
logical for the John St Tennis Club to be transferred to the Eaglemont Tennis Club in the Reserve just off the 
Boulevard. Melway Map 31 K 10 

More for Charlesworth 
1. The lack of listed upgrades to Chelsworth Park. 
2. The lack of focus on the facilities at Chelsworth park is concerning 

Lack of Passive Uses 
1. Lack of parks for the kids 
2. Less passive use of facilities compared to option 2 

Lighting impacts on residents 
1. As a local resident family adjoining Chelsworth Park we do not like planning for more field lighting in 

particular lighting on the oval immediately adjacent to our back yards with all of increased noise and traffic. 
Ten new large multi light poles in Chelsworth will have significant impacts including visual impacts. Training 
under lights at night has high noise impact and the type of noise with calling out has high disturbance to 
residents use of their outdoor space. We want clear statements on limits of days and times for training. We 
want no games or training under lights on weekends. We already have weekends overrun with increased, 
high sports use and traffic. We are particularly concerned about lighting and night training in the playing 
field immediately adjacent to our homes and yards. This use of the fields under lights takes away our 
opportunity to use our space at home for time with family and friends and we will suffer significant impacts 
on the use and amenity of our homes and yards. We are also concerned about the visual impacts of poles 
and built structures. We want these in black not metallic colour. These visual impacts take away from the 
open space use by the many other users of Chelsworth. We would accept lighting even on three fields if it 
had defined weekday time limits and is not in the fields adjacent to our back yards and private home spaces 
and used black coloured poles. We do not want increased security lighting it will not add security over 
existing levels of lighting and introduces light pollution impacts 
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2. I live at no 15 Flora Grove, which overlooks the park and appears to be in direct line of the lighting. I have 
concerns about the impact on our fair and reasonable enjoyment of our home and also note the lack of detail 
as to where the lighting and direction of the lighting will actually be on your published plan. We have had no 
objection to the smaller lights on the football oval but the proposed lights are much closer to Flora Grove 
houses and will impact. It will also increase usage and subsequent parking issues that can already be 
problematic. It seems it will significantly impact on our neighborhood amenity. I refer you to relevant sections 
of the act that are relevant to this but of course, above and beyond this, it is unfair given previous assurances 
given when the current lights have been placed there. Having backed onto Chelsworth Park for over 20yrs I 
know from my own experience that security issues are largely a nonsense, with very few and only minor 
incursions during that whole time. Even the dog never bothered barking at any goings on. Given I am a 61 yr 
old woman and regularly walk down there at night, sometimes as late as midnight, I have never once felt in 
any danger. I have discovered that wild life is active down there and I have big concerns for their wellbeing 
with this extra lighting and activity. The area is something of an oasis and edges on to quite natural bushland. 
A rarity and something to be treasured, guarded and protected. We are the custodians of this diminishing 
natural environment in Melbourne. I am including info from a Melbourne Urban planner on the relevant acts 
and would like specific information regarding this but also wish to have the points I have raised above 
considered. The proposed lighting within Chelsworth Park should be designed in accordance with 
AS2560.1:2018 (General Principles) and AS2560.2.3-2007 (Specific Applications Lighting for Football (all 
codes)) and AS4282. Council must prepare an Lighting Impact Assessment to ensure that the proposed 
lighting within the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct adheres with the principles outlined below and does not have a 
negative impact on sensitive receptors adjacent to Chelsworth Park and Ivanhoe Park including adjacent 
residential properties and environmental matters (including flora and fauna). Findings from this report must 
be incorporated into the Masterplan and design of the future works. Council must prepare a Flora and Fauna 
Impact Assessment that considers all elements of the works, including an assessment on the additional 
lighting proposed within Chelsworth Park and Ivanhoe Park. Findings from this report must be incorporated 
into the Masterplan and design of the future works. 

a. AS2560.1:2018 General Principles Outlines 
i. Section 2.10.4.1 states 'any outdoor lighting installation is a potential source of obtrusive 

light for surrounding properties...restrictions and requirements regarding obtrusive light 
will frequently be applied by authorities such as local planning bodies'. AS 4282 controls the 
effects of obtrusive light and should be considered when designing the new lighting 
infrastructure to mitigate impacts to residential properties adjacent to the all sporting 
precincts in the Ivanhoe Sports Precinct. 

b. AS2560.2.3-2007 
i. Lighting to be designed to comply with Table 1 lighting criteria for Amateaur Level sports 

including requirements for training, club competition and match practice . The table 

outlines thresholds for maintained average horizontal illuminance. 

c. AS24282 
i. Section 2.3 Influence of Surrounding Developments 
ii. The obtrusive effects of the lighting system may be significantly influenced by the following 

factors: 

1. the use of the area abutting or in close proximity to the proposed development 
2. the topography of the area surrounding the lighting installation. Residential 

developments at a lower level that that of the lighting installation are more likely 
to be subjected to a direct view of the luminaires 

3. Physical features, such as adjacent buildings, trees and spectator stands, that may 
be effective in restricting light spill beyond the boundaries of the development. 

4. The location of the proposed development relative to (i) areas of special 
significance, e.g. areas have environmental significance. 

d. Section 2.4 Specific Effects 
i. Section 2.4.1 Effects of residents 
ii. Effects on residents generally involve a perceived reduction of amenity arising from light 

technical factors such as the following: 
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1. the illumination from spill light being obtrusive, particularly where the light enters 
habitable rooms. 

2. the direct view of bright luminaires from normal viewing directions causing 
annoyance, distraction or even discomfort. The luminous intensity of a luminaire, 
in a nominated direction, is an indicator of this effect. 

e. The tolerable levels of each of these light technical parameters will be influenced by ambient lighting 
existing in the environmental where the light technical parameters are being calculated. I also have 
major concerns about the bowls move as I feel the separation of the clubrooms and greens will have a 
devastating impact on members. Social contact is essential to the age demographic for both physical 
and mental well being. I am a psychotherapist who has worked extensively with the aged and have 
severe reservations about this proposal. I think it will take a severe toll on the health and wellbeing of 
the members. Both netball and bowls need their own locations. They are not natural cohabiters. It will 
not be useful as their will be now ownership for either, the young will also be disadvantaged but have 
access to more social amenitites, tend to be more flexible in outlook and have the physical capacity to 
easily engage with them. Perhaps a netball club could consolidate with the football club. More aligned 
demographic. It is not reasonable to take away an established club amenity to deal with the prior lack 
of council action in providing for netball in Banyule. 

3. More light towers on Chelsworth Park will further erode the "natural" environment, increase noise for 
residents. Traffic and parking issues -already a problem - will flow further into the night. This is a MAJOR 
intrusion on the amenity of the area and not in keeping with the natural bushland setting which makes it 
unique. 

4. The additional lighting proposed to the playing oval closest to the rear of Flora Grove residences is not 
welcome. It isn't simply light spill that is the issue; it is the increased acoustic nuisance extending later into 
evenings. Anyone that lives in the area knows first hand that many users are loud and obnoxious, as well as 
frequently swearing at the top of their lungs. Bringing this closer to families that have homes near by is not. 
A flyer has been dropped in the letterboxes of residences highlighting this issue, and for very good reason. 

Loss of East Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
 1. LOSSS OF THE EAST IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB 
 2. A consolidation of bowls at John Street with tennis, with less impact on residents amenity. 
 3. Absolutely. No need to get rid of a 70 year old bowling club. 
 4. Amalgamating the 2 bowls clubs and building 3 netball courts at east Ivanhoe bowls. This is a ridiculous 

proposal!!! They are both healthy clubs in their own right and an important community asset for their 
members, as well as the broader community who do barefoot bowls or use the Clubrooms for school trivia 
nights etc. 2 netball courts with lights are enough, and could go where the old tennis courts are. OR even 
better they could use the new multi purpose courts at Chelsworth, and share these with Chelsworth tennis 
club (which is a very small club). I am a recent committee member of West Ivanhoe netball club, our club is a 
similar size and if our 2 courts were lit they would be more than enough for our needs, as well as being able 
to share with broader community. 

 5. "Both option one and option two propose that Netball Courts be part of the draft plan.I am not aware of any  
other option proposed. Whilst it is important that Netball courts be provided this should not be at the 
expense of the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club.This Club has been an important part of the fabric of East Ivanhoe 
for many years. The Club provides a venue for many community activities as well as providing an important 
recreational and social hub particularly for older residents. Option one is contrary to the Councils intent set 
out in the Banyule Older Adults Strategic Plan 2017 -2021 and the Age-friendly Banyule Policy Statement. 
Research has shown that one outcome of Covid 19 is that older adults are becoming more anxious about re 
engaging in their communities. To in effect close the East Ivanhoe Bowing Club removes an important 
accessible venue for older adults going forward. It is a Club I intend to join as I approach retirement. As a 
long term resident of East Ivanhoe I recall the proposal to close the Ivanhoe Park Croquet due to low 
membership. The residents opposed this and many including myself joined .The Club was saved and is now 
very strong. The long established East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is in a similar position and post Covid will be an 
important recreational and community hub for all East Ivanhoe Residents. There are other options for the 
netball club including: 

a. The Chelsworth Tennis Club which has 30 members and appears to be run by a small group.Rarely 
used 

b. -the area around the Eaglemont Tennis Club is ideal with parking already in place and less 
traffic congestion. 

c. -I am sure there are many other more options in Banyule 
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d. Traffic and Parking 
During football season parking around Ivanhoe Park is difficult during the weekend. This is even more so 
given the popularity of the new playground. Paving the current car park will not resolve this. To add 3 Netball 
Courts presumably to be used throughout the weekend will add significant traffic and parking issues in the 
surrounding streets. With 3 courts in use with in excess of 40 players at one time plus coaches, referees and 
supporters, the increase in traffic and parking will be significant and further impact on residents. The 
proposed changes to the road will not address this issue. It is important that an assessment of traffic and 
parking be undertaken and be considered when considering any proposal. 

 6. Bowling clubs in other parts of Melbourne are full to brimming eg Northcote, Fitzroy, Flemington, Kensington,  
Elwood, etc. These clubs are not just used for bowls but for community events, functions, meetings, etc. We 
are so lucky to have not one but two bowling clubs. Rather than closing one down, we need to look at opening 
them up to the wider community better than they currently are. There is also plenty of space in Chelsworth 
Park for netball courts, and there’s also disused tennis courts next to East Ivanhoe croquet club that could be 
converted into netball courts. There’s also plenty of space at East Ivanhoe a primary school for netball courts 
as well as the former Mother Of God school site. 

 7. Building a netball court on the bowls club site, this will kill the area and character of the street. 
 8. Building netball courts where the old bowls club is. Continual talking about green space. I walk my dog at 

Chelsworth Park. I think that Ivanhoe Park should be concerned about Sport 
 9. Closing one club instead of finding am other alternative 

10. Considering the construction of the large retirement village adjacent to the existing bowls club, which 
will provide a steady source of future players and members of the bowls bulb next door, it is short-
sighted to reduce facilities for this club, and this activity. 

11. Do not ruin an existing bowls club with a big history. Find somewhere else to put the netball club that won’t 
interfere with any current sporting facilities. 

12. Do not want to be forced to move to John’s Street to play bowls. 
13. East Ivanhoe bowling club being repurposed into a netball club is a proposal I do not agree with. I note also, 

the netball club is “Ivanhoe” this suburb is East Ivanhoe. Perhaps they should look in Heidelberg West or 
Bellfield. 

14. East Ivanhoe Bowling Club should be retained. 
15. Getting rid of bowls club 
16. I do NOT like the fact that East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is being wiped off the face of the earth. Never once has 

BCC spoken to all the members at the Club This is Ageism by Banyule City Council and also going against it's 
Aged Plan 2017-2021 

17. I don’t think we should demolish the lawn bowls club or grounds. 
18. I don't like the fact that option one clearly favours a specific community group based on age and physical 

abilities. To me it seems discriminatory towards marginalised groups such as the forgotten elderly and is not 
inclusive. EIBC and the sport of lawn bowling on the other hand is welcoming and encouraging to ALL 
members of the community. EIBC upholds the values of inclusiveness, diversity and respects all demographics 
within our Banyule and partner communities - irrespective of gender, age, other physical attributes, abilities 
or disabilities. It performs a broader community service, offering its facilities to primary schools as an 
example. Its sport is accessible to all genders and ages including those with physical disabilities and option 1 
clearly lacks this community benefit. EIBC should be retained. 

19. I think bowls should be kept in the same location as they were prior. No need to relocate. 
20. I think getting rid of the lawn bowling club and facilities is not a good idea. You cannot disadvantage the 

seniors and we are an ageing population. The plan does not factor this. As the population ages what sporting 
facility are you factoring for the future. Keep the lawn bowls please where it is. 

21. I think it would be very sad to see the bowls club go. 
22. I walk past the bowling club most days of the week, they have regular bowling on and the players are very 

friendly to talk to. Replacing bowls for netball is a disgrace Banyule Council. 
23. It is completely unnecessary to get rid of the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club when you can put your netball courts 

where the overgrown and under-utilised tennis courts are (option two). 

24. It is totally wrong to close down a bowls club at a time when there is an aging population. 
25. It should not come at the expense of the bowls club. 
26. Keep the bowling club it is the  Social and sporting outlet for women and men and it is vibrant and growing. 

Women becoming empty nesters can return to sport for the first time in a decade of caring and work - bowls 
fulfils this as it is a team sport - we need more bowls clubs not less. Council should promote sport for older 
women 40+ 

27. Keep the east Ivanhoe bowls club where it is in the precinct. Merge Ivanhoe bowls club to join east Ivanhoe , 
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28. I bowl with Fairfield bowls club ,and parking is hopeless at the Ivanhoe bowls club ,parking is Better at east 
Ivanhoe . 

29. Killing a 70 year old bowls club Giving a small junior netball club a liquor license and access to a large social 
complex (no other junior netball club has a ledge social complex in most situations they share with football 
and this has proven a good model) Still leaving 2 underutilized tennis courts vacant 

30. Leave the bowlers alone 
31. Let the netball club find a new home and not one that has been used for decades and will continue to be 

used for decades. 

32. Losing the bowls club concerns me. Would prefer options 2 with only 2 netball courts 
33. Losing the bowls club is a concern for me. Whilst I have only been a member for the last 12 months and only 

had a few opportunities to enjoy during covid, it is a great facility and club. It is one of the reasons we 
purchased a property on the boulevard. 

34. Losing the bowls club would be very sad, it’s a great community hub and netball courts is a much more niche 
requirement. Upgrade the facilities but don’t lose it. 

35. Loss of existing capacity, eg replacing one sport facility with another. 
36. Moving the lawn bowls club what a joke. I don't like it why would you make a lawn bowls club move. It not 

fair to move lawn bowls just to put a netball club in the same place 
37. Netball courts replacing the bowls club 
38. Netball courts taking over Ivanhoe East Bowls club M and N area is dead space (corner of the park) that can 

be better used as an area for Netball courts 

39. No bowling greens 
40. No lawn bowls 
41. Not happy with proposing to close bowling 
42. Option 1 The bowls club shouldn’t be taken over for another sporting club. Find another option. 
43. Please keep the bowling club. There has to be a way for both netball and bowls to be there. 
44. Please save East Ivanhoe Bowling Club and give us the best 70th birthday present ever and that is to retain 

our home at East Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
45. Relocation of bowls club is not appropriate. Would make more sense to make Ivanhoe East the Bowling 

central and centralise all tennis activities to John ST. New housing development near Ivanhoe Park will only 
mean that more people will be using the Bowling club particularly if the 2 clubs are merged. Introducing an A 
grade squad into Ivanhoe park facility will also increase membership and usage. 

46. Removal of the bowling greens! 
47. removal of the lawn bowls 
48. removing a bowling club that serves my small group of a Friday evening 
49. Removing a bowls club that services mostly older residents is an ageist policy. You are removing a sporting 

outlet for what your survey identified will be an older demographic for the area. 
50. Replacing a active community sporting club for basically a one gender and age bracket netball club is a 

disgrace to Banyule Council. 
51. Replacing bowls with netball courts 
52. SAVE EAST IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB. Not to be used for Netball practice courts 
53. seeing the bowling club closed will be not great for locals who attend barefoot bowls , the friendships will be 

lost as this is a great place to enjoy 
54. Taking away the bowling greens at Ivanhoe park. Couldn’t you just build two courts on the tennis courts 

there and leave the greens alone? West Ivanhoe only has two courts for the same number of players as 
Ivanhoe netball club. Or put in more courts at the old Banksia secondary school site. I don’t think this plan 
is fair to all. 

55. That the bowling club members will have to join an existing group at their home ground and will feel like 
outsiders 

56. The attempt to move the East Ivanhoe Bowls club to John Street lacks foresight and would not work. In 
essence that club would cease to exist. 

57. The Banyule plan to rip the bowling greens up at East Ivanhoe Bowls club and turn them into concrete 
netball courts when there is plenty of room at Ivanhoe Park, Ivanhoe John Street or Multi-purpose 
Tennis/Netball at Chelsworth Park and even the old disused Northview Tennis Club. 

58. The Bowls Club SHOULD NOT be 'developed' into netball courts. 
59. The community must no lose the bowls club . 
60. The discrimination against elders by closing down a facility that has housed lawn bowls for 70 years without 

engaging with its members. 
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61. The fact that it demolishes the old East Ivanhoe Bowling Club. It's history and numerous members seem to 
be inconsequential to council in their decision. 

62. The fact that the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is be closed down to make room for the netball courts - there 
are a lot of members along with people using on an occasional basis which is being destroyed - the club has 
been in the area for a long time and should be supported by the council rather than destroying it 

63. The loss of the bowling club. The fact this option has one community sporting group up against another is 
distressing to all. There are no winners in this. Why can’t the tennis court at Ivanhoe park be turned into two 
netball courts. This option has not been explored. Also will the Ivanhoe Netball club financially contribute to 
the proposed new netball courts like West Ivanhoe netball club did when courts were built at Sedon reserve ? 
If so what is their contribution! This should also be transparent. 

64. The netball club should not take precedence over the bowls club. It is a disgusting proposal. 
65. The plan to get rid of East Ivanhoe Bowling Club for Netball courts 
66. The poor bowls club, which serves the community well. Always activity going on. For this appalling proposal, 

I will be joining them as a member 

67. The proposal to remove the bowls green and clubhouse. 
68. The proposed removal of the East Ivanhoe Lawn Bowls Club greens and their replacement with concrete 

netball courts represents an act of cultural vandalism which must be excised from Option 1. It will result in 
the extinction of local recreational and cultural facilities that have existed on the site for at least 7 
decades all for the sake of concrete practice courts. Those courts can readily be located elsewhere within 
the Plan, without such extraordinary consequences. 

69. The removal of the bowling club to accommodate The netball courts.. 
70. The removal of the East Ivanhoe Bowls green. 
71. The thought of demolishing the Ivanhoe Bowls club seems nonsensical, illogical and a poorer use of precious 

space than option 2. To destroy the bowling greens just to put in training netball courts seems an 
inappropriate use when option 2 provides courts in land that would otherwise not be well used (this area 
would not be popular for informal use being close to the main road and disconnected from the other 
informal use spaces). The bowls club and their rooms are a great community asset, particularly for the 
middle to older age group that you are predicting will increase significantly in the area. A merger of bowls 
clubs will no doubt lead to many of these Ivanhoe BC members dropping out of the club and sport being 
disadvantaged recreationally and socially. This is a perfectly good facility. I’d be interested in understanding 
which key stakeholders are supportive of this... neither of these clubs I suspect. We should be supporting all 
demographics in our council particularly those who are elderly, often live on their own and have limited 
opportunities for social interaction 

72. There is an amazing amount of support out there for EIBC to remain, so I would like Council to LISTEN to its 
constituents. 

73. There is room for all to enjoy and the local netball club could use the disused two tennis courts to make it an 
inclusive community project for all to enjoy. 

74. We support netball but do not support the proposal to build netball courts over the exisiting Ivanhoe Bowls 
Club bowling greens. If this plan goes ahead, the Croquet Club and the new seniors exercise circuit are the 
only active sports facilites which will be available for seniors at Ivanhoe Park. This park and Chelsworth Park 
are absolutley dominated by active sport for young people .. at this point in time mainly men, so netball and 
womens football are welcome. Whenever we go to Ivanhoe Park, the seniors exercise circuit is being used by 
pre-schoolers. We think the Ivanhoe Bowls Club should remain where it is. As we apporach retirement, it is 
essential we have these facilities within walking distance of our home. We are not interested in driving to a 
combined facilty at John Street, why should we? Some options for council to consider 1. Redevelop the 
disused tennis courts and site N for netball. Could netball also use the croquet club rooms as a shared facility 
or existing caretakers house as club rooms if redeveloped? Site N on the plan is useless .. its not seen, as its 
on top of the embankment, nobody uses it, and it has little surveillance & light, so its not safe for passive 
open space. 2. Redevelop the bowls greens on the existing site to provide bowls and croquet greens with 
shared clubrooms. 3. Reduce the number of rinks at the croquet club .. which most likely has less members 
than the bowls club, if more room is needed for netball. 

75. Why close a lawn bowls club that serves its members and the community well 
76. Why close a perfectly great club as in the bowls .I believe there is no merger 
77. Why close bowls for Netball 
78. Why put netball courts where our bowling greens are located. You could easily put the netball courts 

elsewhere on the Park or on the old rarely used tennis courts. This would allow our club to continue and still 
add netball to the park. Why continue to spend money on netball when the council has invested millions at 
the Latrobe Spirting Complex and the Nets netball stadium. 
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79. Yes I think it is discussing that the council want to turn the east ivanhoe bowls club into basket ball courts for 
junior girls net ball team if is good for girls it has to be good for junior boys as well. I think they are being 
discriminatory in only letting boys play they need to share one week girls one week boys not at east Ivanhoe 
bowls club at Ivanhoe bowls club. I have lived in the area for 28 years and I have been associated with club 
over that time And I have never heard any thing more ridiculous than removing the bowls club. The council 
are not look at this realistically the people are fragile and having them walk from Ivanhoe to east Ivanhoe 
club it should be the opposite. 

80. YES -PLEASE SAVE EAST IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB. Im not happy with the proposal to pave the Bowling Greens 
with concrete.This is an attack on the elderly in Banyule. Banyule Council is opposing elderly recreation with 
this proposal. This needs a total rethink. A win-win solution is available. The disused tennis courts on the 
corner of The Boulevard and Lower Heidelberg Rd to be converted to training courts for the Netball ladies or 
alternatively convert the tennis courts at John Street Ivanhoe to a multi use facility for netball and tennis. 

81. Yes removal of the bowling greens 
82. Yes the proposal of netball replacing the bowls, the members are lovely at the bowling club 
83. Yes why close a active viable sporting community club 
84. Yes. I strongly believe that East Ivanhoe Lawn Bowls Club should remain in its current locatio
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85. Yes. Your proposal to remove a robust and active bowling club which has a proud history. I casually bowl 
there and have been there at times when the ""Ivies"" (women's football club) have filled the clubrooms with 
their after match social gathering. On each occasion in excess of 150 people would have been in the club on 
Saturday afternoons. This is the envy of many bowling clubs who at times struggle for membership. The club 
also hosts Toastmasters on Mondays, a fly fishing club on Tuesdays, the ""Dragons"" darts club on 
Wednesdays and Eaglemont Scouts on Thursday as well as the Wilson's Reserve Conservation gathering. 
These clubs contribute to the financial, environmental, social fabric and well-being of local residents in the 
Banyule Community. I think it's opportunistic timing for the Council and a cruel trick to advance upon ANY 
club in the wake of Covid's decimation of club activity and participation rates. Many older folk have chosen to 
suspend activity whilst there's uncertainty in Covid's trajectory and Government woeful mishandling of 
vaccination programs. 

86. You can't take one club's facilities to give to another club. Ivanhoe Netball should not be just taking the space 
that is already in use by another club. 

87. As stated above the Option 2 allows for 2 well built outdoor netball courts and access to clubhouse facilities 
to be built at Ivanhoe Park and allow the existing East Ivanhoe Bowls to remain. This given the very cramped 
area around John Street a far more equitable solution to all clubs needs and also to the close residential Rate 
Payers who will suffer from a massive increase in car movement and congestion into a difficult space to drive 
and enter. 

88. The location of the netball courts at Ivanhoe Park and the removal of the bowling greens. Ivanhoe Netball 
Club already has access to the La Trobe stadium. Having 3 netball courts at the Ivanhoe park site will lead to 
too much traffic and congestion on a very small footprint. Removal of the lawn bowls greens also removes 
what is limited space for recreation for older residents of Ivanhoe. I think this is unfair and ageist. 

89. Yes. The abolition of East Ivanhoe Bowls Club is appalling. The lesser utilized tennis courts would be more 
sensible for Netball Courts. Parking at John St is already bad and Option 1 will make it much worse! 

Loss of Tennis Courts 
1. Not sure if there are enough tennis courts (?). The potential that exists to have ""Ivanhoe Tan"" is not 

capitalised with Option1. Consider extending the path to include Wilson reserve & the Yarra." 

2. Removal of tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park is a retrograde step. 
3. The loss of two of Ivanhoe Tennis Club's full size tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park. 
4. The loss of two of Ivanhoe Tennis Club's full size tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park. 
5. The loss of two of Ivanhoe Tennis Club's full size tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park. 
6. Tragedy to lose the extra two tennis courts in Ivanhoe Park. Needed for junior tennis competitions. 
7. Unfortunately, 2 tennis courts have been lost to the Ivanhoe area in this plan. 
8. keeping Tennis courts at John street. 
9. The loss of 2 of Ivanhoe Tennis club’s full size tennis courts at Ivanhoe park 
10. The loss of two of Ivanhoe Tennis Club's full size tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park. 

Traffic Concerns 
1. Car parking needs unlikely to be met by few additional spaces. Car parking at both Ive & Chelsworth Park at  

high use times far exceeds capacity. No lighting proposed for additional soccer fields makes training from 
5pm unsafe for children 

Chelsworth Development 
1. There should be more focus on Chelsworth Park as opposed to "The study’s primary focus is on Ivanhoe Park” 

Need for Netball 
1. I watched the council proceedings on Facebook and I think it it is quite unjust that other clubs in the precinct  

are asking for more, extended boundaries and further advancements in their facilities. However Ivanhoe 
netball club has no facilities let alone a home ground whatsoever. The inequality in women’s sport is such a 
prominent issue in Australia and it simply can’t be ignored. Change starts at grassroots level and it won’t 
happen at a lager scale if it isn’t implemented at all. 

Need for Tennis 
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1. The creation of new netball courts / stadiums, we need tennis and have focuses on netball too much lately  
with La Trobe and the BDNA development of a further two courts. 

Need for Toilet Blocks 

1. Looks good, needs new toilet blocks, the existing one at Ivanhoe Park is so out of date and barely useful. 
Chelsworth needs a toilet block as well. The existing ones are sub standard. The tennis courts (clay) and the 
school ones need to merge and be available for school. Makes no sense to have the entecarte courts 
barely used and not shared with the school. 

Lack of lighting 
1. Should be more lights 

More Priority 
1. The timeline but other than that, it looks pretty good to us. 

Negative Sentiment 
1. All perfect the way they currently are Ratepayers love the open spaces upgrading sports fields should not 

inhibit community/ ratepayers access - No Fences please 
2. See answer above. All my friends and neighbours are not happy with our Ward Councillor in Eaglemont who 

is supporting this Option. 
3. Just that there are netball courts 

No more Tennis 
 1. Chelsworth Park has unused tennis courts. Why add more to Ivanhoe Park? Is there a huge demand for so  

many tennis courts that can only be used by a limited number of people at any one time? 

Need a Park at John St 
1. I would like a small public park in John st. 
2. It seems a little too focussed on bowls and tennis members, what about a play area for kids in John st. 

Parking Concerns 
1. Need more parking 
2. Parking can be an issue at times. Hopefully this will be addressed. I understand that parking fines have 

been incurred by members. An exemption should be given to those utilising the facilities. At a bowls club in 
an other Council a voucher is given to those playing there with the current days date, which they put on 
the front dashboard, and is only good for that particular day. Something to consider. 

Passive Use 
1. I would like to see a mini/half basketball court included within the tennis club to enable diverse use of 

space is not just for tennis and bowls club members 
2. There is nothing on the plans which indicate that consideration has been made for the large number of dog 

walkers at Chelsworth. There are more people who access Chlelsworth for dog walking than those who 
access it for sport. Please increase lighting and have the lights on until 9pm so people can walk their dogs 
safely at night. 

3. Not enough room for hot ball and pickle ball facilities. Need room for more parking. Tennis club could be 
moved to Ivanhoe park. 

Need to upgrade pavilions 
1. Facilities very outdated in rooms 

Positive Sentiment 

1. All seems helpful 

2. I strongly believe that there is no need for two separate bowls clubs within a short distance from each 
other. Netball courts at the site of the east Ivanhoe bowls club would be a much better idea. If we had a 
basketball court there that would be even better. 
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3. I think it is a good plan as the area is a sporting hub within Ivanhoe and netball has an opportunity to have 
facilities in a precinct that includes other team sports: Cricket, AFL  

4. I think it’s great, I just believe flood lights and potentially some artificial soccer grounds would be great for 
community sport at Chelsworth. 

5. It is all a great idea 

6. No - it is a great plan 

7. No - with Children playing at the Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club I was most pleased to see provision for 
floodlighting and upgrade of the clubrooms at Chelsworth Park in the plan. 

8. No it is a good option 

9. No it seems to include a variety of sports encompassing both boys and girls, men and women, young and old. 

10. No option one looker the best option 

11. No, I think it will be great for everyone 

12. No, it's actually so much better than what I thought it would be. 

13. Nothing at all, seems a smart a logical choice all around. 

14. Option one is by far the best option for the community. 

15. I think the council has been extremely fair in the whole process. The East Ivanhoe Bowling club asked for a 
merger. They will get that and much much more. Well done Banyule option 1 is definitely the way to go for 
ALL sporting groups. 

16. I know the bowls club will not like to merge but their is a lot of community space tied up without a lot of 
community use at present. 

17. No very pleased with the environmentally sensitive and local resident approach. Well done. Good to see a 
focus on physical activities and open space especially club activities such as bowling and tennis clubs. This is 
great for students , teenagers and those older. Community clubs are often very important for social 
connection etc. 

18. No. It's great. Well thought out, balances a huge number of competing interests very fairly. 

Lack of Shade 
 1. The netball courts would far more practical if there was some form of coverage for them - particularly against  

summer sun. 

Lack of Synthetic Fields 
 1. The council should contemplate installation of a astro-turf soccer field in place of the existing natural turf at  

soccer field 1. As a lifelong resident of the Banyule area, who attended primary and secondary school with 
1km of Chelsworth Park, and been a member of cricket and soccer clubs which rely on the facilities at the 
site, the intermittent flooding which tends to affect the sports fields can present an impediment to 
participation and the operation of sports clubs. While Australian Rules is able to be held on any grassland, 
irrespective of whether the land is flood prone or otherwise, soccer requires a surface with optimal 
drainage in order to ensure that matches can be held safely and in accordance with the spirit of the game. 

Traffic Concerns 
1. The plan is good and encourages greater use of the precinct by the community and not just the Grammer 

school.The integration between Ivanhoe park and Chelsworth park is also good however the area that has 
been given little consideration is parking. There is so much "vacant " land around the perimeter of 
Chelsworth park that could be developed as car park. Even on the irvine road entry to the park towards the 
Old Ivanhoe club rooms the open drain could be covered over and angled parking could be put in that 
would accomadate double the cars that it currently holds 

2. The traffic flow and parking that will be secondary to moving Ivanhoe Park bowling to John Street will be 
chaotic to local residents and pedestrians. It is quite difficult to access already, with one-way lanes in and 
out from Linton street and to Waterdale Road. There is also very limited parking around the club so 
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participants will be forced to park on residential streets. There are also many Ivanhoe Grammar students 
using the underpass to get to Ivanhoe station, or to be collected by parents. This alleviates some of the 
traffic pressure around the school and is a safe, direct pedestrian route to Ivanhoe station that could have 
implications to pedestrian safety if there is increased traffic 

3. The additional traffic congestion, associated parking problems, and noise pollution (yes bowlers can be very 
noisy!) from amalgamating two bowling clubs and their associated clubs/activities/functions is a real concern. 
Adding 40 or 50 players, let alone the 200+ players and social members that is being suggested by the East 
Ivanhoe Club, would be a disaster and strongly opposed by many if not all residents. Option 1 should have 
focused on making the John Street reserve a tennis precinct only, with the possible addition of relocating the 
croquet club on the current Ivanhoe bowls club site, and adding an open space garden/reserve/playground 
area in keeping with nature of this small quiet residential enclave. The two bowling clubs would move to 
Ivanhoe Park by extending and improving the facilities, parking and access. There would still be a lot of space 
at Ivanhoe Park for netball, which we understand requires accommodation. 

4. The John Street proposal is not one that fits with consideration of residents . The idea of consolidation of 
the bowls with tennis is not a good idea. For one , the bowls is used quite a lot and currently the parking for 
residents in busy times is extremely problematic. I would prefer to see support for the bowling club. 

5. 1.The Relocation of East Ivanhoe Bowling Club 
The Victorian Govt Report ""Aging is Everyone's Business"" A report on isolation and loneliness among 
senior Victorians, stated that local organisations including sporting clubs were identified as having an 
important role to play in providing opportunities for older people to be socially active and thus protect 
against isolation and loneliness. It stated that local government has a vital role to play in responses to 
loneliness and isolation including providing infrastructure and environments that facilitate and support 
social participation for older people. More recently studies have shown that Covid has had a significant 
impact on the physical and mental well being of older adults and have highlighted the importance of a 
sense of community. The suggested ""relocation"" of the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club(in effect its closing) 
will impact on the health and wellbeing of older members of our community and add to a sense of loss of 
community. There could not be a worse time to to make such a proposal. This bowling club is and has been 
an important part of the East Ivanhoe community for decades. As a member of the local community I have 
been to many community functions there which provided the opportunity to interact with the bowls club 
members. My children played bowls there with their school. Maintaining this club and building on its 
community connections for all age groups provides an opportunity for older people to interact and connect 
with younger people and to feel an important part of the community. It feels like the interests of the 
members of this club are less important than others. The proposal sends a very negative message to to 
older members of the community and may well make them feel less valued. Cost implications for the 
council should not be the driver for this proposal. It is difficult to see how the proposal aligns with the Age 
Friendly Banyule Policy Statement or the Older Adults Strategic Plan. No one disputes that new netball 
courts are very important but not at the expense of a longstanding community club. 

2.Traffic. As anyone living in the near vicinity of Ivanhoe Park will know during the football season in 
particular parking is difficult and traffic congestion a problem. The new children’s playground has 
significantly increased traffic during weekends. The Grounds development opposite the park will add over 
100 new residents with a corresponding increase in traffic. The proposed netball courts with weekend 
games will significantly add to parking and traffic congestion issues. Netball games being shorter mean 
there is continual movement of traffic as games finish and commence. Three courts operating with coaches 
,umpires parents and players would mean a significant increase in traffic. The proposed changes to the car 
park and the traffic movement will not fix the problem. Car parking in nearby streets will significantly 
increase. The Council needs to undertake a comprehensive review of the impact of the proposed netball 
courts on traffic and parking in the area. 

6. Don't like it at all - we have a major development on the next block - targeting retirees - yet you want to take 
away a prime sports facility for this age group. Also parking and driving in the area is difficult enough on 
weekends, if the netball courts are introduced then there will be no driving or parking 7 days a week. And 
having such a facility in a residential area is not thoughtful to the existing residents - netball can be played 7 
days a week up to 11pm - total loss of amenity to locals (after all half to those using the area won't be local). 
And what is the impact to the Boulevard Christmas lights!!! There are so many other options for this netball 
facility in the area such as Chelsworth (not including those already in place) why ruin this lovely local park. 
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7. As a local to John st Reserve , the amount of extra traffic this will create will not be great. We often need to 
let Ivanhoe Bowls not to park over our drive ways. 

8. Continuation of tennis at John St inhibits future expansion of lawn bowling and resolution of its parking 
difficulties. A parking area covered by a synthetic green on the site of the current tennis courts would further 
establish Ivanhoe Bowling Club as the go-to club. 

9. I would like better and safer pedestrian access on waterdale Road, Clarence Street and kerinan Avenue. We 
walk around these areas, and often unsafe crossing the roads to access John Street sporting area, and 
access to shopping area. 

Upgrades 
1. No, however the sports fields are way over due. You can barely walk on them at the moment with 

the amount rain pouring in winter. The drainage/surface needs to be updated as soon as possible. 
2. I would like to see the fencing to john st space be upgraded all around, not just the tennis courts but also 

near bowls where it has been damaged or has deteriorated. John st pickleboard is great, but so will 
playground facilities or community benches-gazebo-bbq facilities etc. Consider including upgrade the roads 

around john st reserve to smooth modern bitumen or newly laid bluestone feature roads etc. Would have 
liked to see an dedicated athletics track provided to the chelmswoth park to provide this facility in 
this region. The collingwood harrierd is far and traffic makes it difficult." 

3. We need floodlights on the soccer pitch/es as well as upgraded locker room. 

 
Priorities for the Precinct Plan 

Accessibility 
1. Access - less steps and more universal design 
2. Access for disabled to each of the areas and improved Club facilities. 
3. DISABLED PARKING 

Aging Population 
1. Older and ageing community. 
2. Older residents and spend our rates responsibly 

Changerooms 
1. Change rooms throughout the facilities need to cater for all users. 
2. New pavilions at Chelseworth park as the current brick pavilion has has only 2 change rooms when it needs 

at least 4 but maybe 6 to accommodate 4 ovals 8 teams playing cricket at the same time. 
3. Pavilion upgrade/development. There is nothing satisfactory for female sporting users in Chelsworth Park. 

There is the space, there exists the strong desire for a new pavilion to cater for all the tenants, it just needs 
to be done! 

4. Rebuild of Chelsworth Park pavilion 
5. Rooms changerooms for females 
6. Safe bathroom/change room facilities 
7. The rooms are a disgrace. The need to be upgraded immediately and include male and female 

changerooms as we are finding it difficult to attract a women's team 

8. Better football change rooms ,a development like ford park 

Chelsworth Park 
1. > Chelsworth Park 
2. As mentioned the lighting and pavilion upgrades to the soccer pitch as noted in sections S and R of option 1 
3. Chelsworth Park building upgrades & new lights 
4. Chelsworth Park redevelopment of the change rooms they are horrible and council should stop holding up 

this process 

5. Clubhouse and facilities then lights and then 2 lanes for road access. 
6. Demolition and rebuilding the club rooms and toilet facilities at Chelsworth Park. The current facilities are 

sub standard and DO NOT cater for women athletes which is completely unacceptable. The current club 
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house/facilities are at least 45 years old. We need to see the execution of current plans happen. Improving 
the quality of surface and drainage of some sections of Chelsworth Park 

7. Ensuring that Chelsworth Park can be used by public. Have signage at ChelsworthPark clearly stating the 
times that Ivanhoe Grammar have sole useage. Improve car park at Ivanhoe Park. Demolish so called 
“caretakers house” at Ivanhoe Park and utilise space. 

8. Facility upgrades - Sporting complexes, pavilions/change rooms. Car parking and access - especially 
Ivanhoe and Chelsworth parks Lighting at Chelsworth Park. Resurfacing upgrades. 

9. Floodlights on the soccer pitch at Chelsworth and the upgrade of the change/social rooms to cater for 
the increase in overall participation and female uptake of soccer 

10. Floodlights. Clubroom upgrade at Chelsworth Park 
11. Focusing on new options for Chelsworth should be a priority 
12. Improved Lighting for Chelsworth Park. Large sections of the sports grounds in the park are completely 

unusable at night. Additionally, expanded change room facilities as there are often mulitple clubs using 
the same change rooms on a Saturday morning. This is really not suitable or safe 

13. Installation of lights at Chelsworth Park and rebuilding the clubhouse/rooms/pavilion 
14. Lighting, club room facilities and access to park via blvd (possibly multiple stairs coming down over the river) 
15. Lights and club rooms upgrades. Nets behind soccer goals is badly needed. 
16. Lights at Chelsworth. Upgrade club rooms at Chelsworth 
17. Pavilion improvement and floodlight s 
18. Quality of drainage and ground maintenance at Chelsworth Park. 
19. We should priorities flood lighting and drainage improvements. 
20. Chelsworth and keeping the bowling greens 

Clubrooms 

1. A good club house 
2. Club rooms 

Community Access 
1. More flexible spaces that respond to changing demands. Smart design that enables greater and multiple user 

groups at once without duplicating existing structures. Acknowledge more active physical activity and 
participation for longer in the lifecycle. 

2. Supporting Ivanhoe bowls club, water fountains, universal access design, and broader elements such as 
a basketball hoop for broader use not just club members - make it a true community precinct 

Community Engagement 
1. Community engagement. 
2. Move with Option 2 so as all parties are treated fairly in the area. 
3. The community 

Community Infrastructure 
1. toilets. seating (not just benches). tree protection 

Inclusive Development 
1. Better football change rooms ,a development like ford park 

Ivanhoe Park 
1. I believe starting at Ivanhoe park is a logical starting point as any sports affected can move to other 

venue immediately 

2. Ivanhoe park development 
3. Ivanhoe Park should be finalised first. 
4. Ivanhoe park usage would be the logical starting point as it covers more participants and a wider variety 

of sports 

John St 
1. Amalgamating the bowls club at Johns Street and upgrading the club rooms. 
2. Building better community facilities at John st Ivanhoe Bowls Club and Ivan Recreation Tennis Club 
3. Making the club house currently for use by the bowls club at John Street accessible for the tennis club as well. 
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4. Provision of improved facilities for Ivanhoe tennis club and Ivanhoe bowling club 
5. Provision of improved facilities for Ivanhoe Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
6. Provision of improved facilities for Ivanhoe Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
7. Provision of improved facilities for Ivanhoe Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
8. Provision of improved facilities for Ivanhoe Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
9. renovation of joint bowling and tennis club facility 
10. The square that surrounds the bowling green at John street is unique in its layout. Ensuring that residents 

who are in very close proximity to the bowling green on John street are able to enjoy the neighbourhood 
as is. And the houses surrounding the bowling club continue to enjoy their outlook. 

11. The upgrade to the John Street club rooms. 
12. Upgrade clubhouse at John Street before demolishing current ITC club house. 
13. Upgrading John St precinct. 

Retention of East Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
1. Adding sporting opportunities to the area .... Not taking them away. Supporting the historic greens of the 

bowls club. Improving the football/netball change rooms and social rooms. Build netball courts on green 
site or on tennis courts 

2. Advocate for the bowls club who provides substantial support to the wider community, including 
providing important social cohesion for older people. 

3. All numbers are falling i football netball cricket and bowls. Help club attract people and not shut them down. 
4. Benefitting the entire community and all age groups. Maintaining and building the infrastructure for 

the tenants at the park. Not eliminating bowls. 
5. Elderly and what the bowls club does 
7. Equal opportunity for everyone in the community to feel a sense of belong to their club instead of 

kicking them to the kerb 

8. Existing sporting groups within the precinct, Include other sporting groups if there is room. But not at 
the expense of others. . 

9. KEEP East Ivanhoe Bowling Club were it is, as they have a 70 year rich history . There Barefoot Bowls playing 
members have increased and now the Club has a membership of 247. Ivanhoe Netball have gone down to 
128 and they want three courts. West Ivanhoe has 143 members and they only have 2 Training Courts and 
no lights which are needed. 

10. Keeping all clubs on site 
11. Keeping facilities that are already there and support them 
12. Keeping Ivanhoe Bowls Club in its current location 
13. Keeping Ivanhoe East Bowls Club greens and upgrading the clubrooms for improved community use. 
14. Keeping the Bowling Club 
15. keeping the bowls green 
16. Lawn bowls and its members are the ones that will lose 
17. Lawn bowls for the community that use it 
18. Leaving the bowlers alone 
19. Meeting the needs of existing clubs and keeping the kids playground. Don’t destroy the community asset 

talk to members and enhance it 

20. Option 2 and looking after the older residents who are members of the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club 
21. Pre-existing clubs and the needs of their members. 
22. Preservation and heritage of the Club. PLEASE SAVE EASTG IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB 
23. Priority of Council should be to find alternative sporting fields for net ballers and allow the EIBC to 

continue its existence. 
24. Promote and accommodate all sporting clubs within suitable facilities that are available instead of 

ruining one sport to be replaced with another. 
25. Retaining East Ivanhoe Bowls Club. The club is supporting team sport for women and men and people of 

any age. In particular the club has been encouraging for woman like me to get involved in team sport and 
the game has provided much needed recreation and social outlet that was not possible whilst raising 
children. Bowling is a fast growing sport and East Ivanhoe has a beautiful tranquil location. I would not 
want to bowl anywhere else. Whilst I care for girls sport I believe the netball club could be 
accommodated elsewhere. EIBC encourages older women in sport. 

26. Retaining neighbourhood character- Do not loose the Bowling Club, it is part of our rich history, 
27. Retaining the East Ivanhoe Bowling Greens 
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28. SAVING EAST IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB And re thinking better solutions. Again a win-win solution is 
available. The disused tennis courts on the corner of The Boulevard and Lower Heidelberg Rd to be 
converted to training courts for the Netball ladies or alternatively convert the tennis courts at John 
Street Ivanhoe to a multi use facility for netball and tennis. 

29. Saving the bowls greens 
30. Selecting an option that does not destroy any one community sporting club for the marginal benefit of 

another. This is unconscionable in terms of decision making. The amenity of the area- don’t 
overdevelop, concrete everything or go too modern, this is why people want to live here. Respect the 
older demographic-they will continue to be an important section of Banyule’s community and need to 
be supported, not cast aside 

31. So much money is spent on mainstream sports. Football cricket netball (the Macleod stadium) but little 
is spent on less mainstream sports like bowls and hockey. Let’s further develop the precinct for 
everyone including those over 50 for activity and social connection. 

32. Support the social bowls for Banyule residents and provide better BBQ facilities and outdoor seating. 
33. The bowling club should stay it is a get club and has always welcomed any one in the community. It will 

give the younger generation a diversity in sport apart from cricket, football which is well catered for and 
we need to keep our older institutions around 

34. The bowls club at Ivanhoe Park 
35. The bowls club should be the priority as there club rooms were pre existing prior to the redevelopment. 
36. The community not building private PRACTICE netball courts for one club (IVANHOE NETBALL CLUB) 
37. The continuity of the bowls club 
38. The existing and future residents of the local area, who are of the demographic who most use, and will 

use, the local bowls and croquet club 

39. The feelings of East Ivanhoe Bowling Club members. With Banyules' middle/old population age groups 
predicted to grow the most, all Bowling Clubs will be vital to the community, yet council is removing one 
with a large membership and expecting it to merge with one that will be smaller and will be busting at the 
seams! Overall membership will drop if the forced merge occurs. Council is completely disregarding its older 
people. One must remember that we will all become old over time. 

40. The lawn bowls club 
41. The provision of facilities and services for a sport which can benefit all members of our community and not 

just at one point in time but from primary school all the way to the end stages of life. In particular you 
should prioritise the more vulnerable community members such as the aged, frail members or persons with 
physical and other disabilities. Bowling can also be done on an individual level as opposed to teams, and the 
mental health and wellbeing benefits of being able to go out an exercise for the young and old cannot be 
underestimated. 

42. Think about lawn bowls for the future of the game 
43. Updating the area whilst maintaining the area and the clubs that have been there for many years. There are 

persons who use this location who do not drive so closing down clubs that the use is not an appropriate 
objective and significantly impacts these persons ability to exercise / socialise in the manner that they have 
done for many years 

44. What we should do is have the council walk from Ivanhoe bowling club to east Ivanhoe and back again and 
see how they like it. If they want a club house for the junior girls/ boys well the basket ball courts should 
be made down in Ivanhoe bowls club and have the Ivanhoe bowls merge with east Ivanhoe bowling club 
and share the club house but a sliding screen down the middle of the club rooms when both clubs are 
using the club house. We should priorities that the bowling club has been there for many years and you 
need to think of the long standing members and the members who have lived in Ivanhoe for ever, also the 
bowlers who cannot not walk far. May be on a walking stick or a walking frame even on crutches. The 
council need to think of the frail before the young, not the young before the elderly 

Lighting 
1. soccer pitch lighting and Club rooms for players and spectators 
2. Both the lights and rooms are important. Lights probably more important. 
3. Flood lights 
4. Flood lights across both football and soccer ovals as well as new rooms 
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5. Floodlight towers are needed desperately at Chelsworth Park. The kids have hace soccer training and 
many groups are playing in the dark with inadequate portable lights. Two kids went temporarily missing 
for a period already this winter. Not safe at all 

6. Floodlighting of the soccer pitches at Chelsworth. AT the moment in winter months my children have to 
train in the dark and its a safety issue. 

7. Floodlights 
8. Floodlights at Chelsworth Park would increase opportunities for people to participate in sport and utilise 

the Chelsworth park sports fields. Given soccer is the leading participation sport in Australia, an investment 
in floodlights would enable council to cater the significant number of people who participate in grassroots 
football, and who will likely be motivated to participate following the 2023 FIFA Womens’ World Cup. 

9. Floodlights for main soccer oval at Chelsworth and upgrades of the pavilions at Chelsworth Park. 
10. Floodlights. Upgrade car parks 
11. Installation of Flood lights 
12. Lighting 
13. Lighting 
14. lighting 
15. Lighting - it's a safety issue 
16. Lighting at Chelsworth park. 
17. Lights for Soccer pitches at Chelsworth park is an urgent priority. It is unsafe and it is not fair that the Old 

Ivanhoe Football club has so much access to the grounds compared to the soccer club when their number 
of players in so much smaller. 

18. Lights for the soccer pitch and the pavilion 
19. lights for us to use when we train 
20. New lights for the main football oval/club rooms. 
21. The installation of flood lights at soccer field 1. This will yield the greatest return on investment in terms of 

maximising the number of residents and local sporting clubs able to engage with and utilise the sports fields 
at Chelsworth Park. It will expand the potential user window from mere daylight hours only, into the evening, 
which will undoubtedly enable local clubs to expand their offerings, encouraging a spike in participation and 
motivating residents to utilise the sports fields at Chelsworth Park. 

Merge Bowls 
1. Amalgamation of bowls clubs 
2. Consolidation of the bowling clubs 
3. Merging the two bowls clubs together is a great idea 
4. The merger between the two bowling clubs 

More pedestrian Access 
1. Not a priority but add plans to improve pedestrian access 

More Sports 
1. Building more sport onto the precinct 

Nature Area 
 1. Improving the natural environment of Wilson Reserve and both billabongs so that they create opportunities  

for passive enjoyment of nature within the city. We are told that as our populations increase, people crave 
peace and serenity. No doubt the residents of all the apartment blocks that are going up in this city would 
welcome the opportunity to become one with nature. 

Negative Sentiment 
1. Clearly you haven't in this proposal 

Netball 
1. A home for netball and the emerging pickleball. 
2. Another netball court 
3. Building the Netball courts. 
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4. Consolidation of bowling clubs and upgrades to facilities, in conjunction with installing netball courts 
to benefit all parties involved. 

5. Consolidation of bowls clubs into one and allow more space for free activity to people who are not members 
of clubs and aren’t in a position to pay club fees. 

6. Courts for girls . Not just one as multiple teams need to train as one for members to feel part of community 
7. Creating a home base for Ivanhoe Netball Club. 
8. Creating a netball facility and a community space in the bowling club building. 
9. Development of the netball facilities. Redevelopment of the clubrooms at John St. 
10. Girls Netball 
11. Girls netball definitely 
12. Give the netball players a share of the Ivanhoe sports precinct. 
13. Giving a home to netball 
14. It would be great to see Netball as a priority, Get the courts built as soon as possible and potentially 

covering like sails covering the courts like what had been done in Macleod. Let’s get the netball up and 
running quickly. Again well done Banyule. 

15. Netball 
16. Netball 
17. Netball 
18. Netball 
19. Netball 
20. Netball 
21. Netball 
22. Netball 
23. Netball - please give us a home 
24. Netball courts 
25. Netball courts 
26. Netball courts - it's a very popular sport & many families have to travel to Macleod or Bulleen area for comps 

at the moment. 

27. Netball courts - really important for encouraging girls' access to and participation in sport. 
28. Netball courts - there is a real deficit of netball courts in the area, considering the huge participation rate. 

29. Netball courts and paving the car park at Ivanhoe Park and a toilet block for Ivanhoe Park 
30. Netball courts as there isn’t enough of them. 
31. Netball Facilities and safety 
32. Netball. 
33. New netball courts 
34. New netball courts 
35. Please prioritise the development of the netball facilities. 
36. The Ivanhoe Park hub should be your first priority, actually move EIBC from there as your first priority, they 

are taking up too much space for their poor member base. Also, they are pests and a nuisance, and 
absolute fabricators of the facts. 

37. The netball courts 
38. The netball courts should be prioritised. In the Banyule council there is a shortage of netball courts that 

don’t meet participation levels. These facilities will encourage participation in women’s sport. 

39. The netball courts. 
40. The netball courts, These would provide a training facility and a home base for so many players and family 

members that live in this community.. 
41. Whilst the entire precinct and all sport needs to be addressed, priority should be given to providing netball 

with a home and integrating the netball and football communities as that's where the future lies: The 
women in sport movement 

42. Women’s sport 
43. Yes ; I support Netball taking over the Bowls Club but NOT the two tennis courts as shown on Page 13 ?, as 

shown as symbol I in in Option TWO these were promised in both the orignal Master plane o 2010? and 
2011 to the Croquet Club. The current 2 ( undersized ) courts are a restriction in the expansion of 
membership at Ivanhoe Park Croquet Club 

44. Netball facilities and walking track with fitness stations around Ivanhoe Park oval. 
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Other Options 
1. Consideration of other options for the Netball Club. Space next to the Eaglemont Tennis Club is one 

such option. 

Parking 
1. Access and parking at both precincts. 
2. Angel parking in John street by removing all trees that are to old and fat this would give up to ten or 

more parking spaces which is what is needed 

3. car parking 
4. Parking 
5. Parking at Chelsworth park as it gets very dangerous on when they park on the boulavard on busy weekends 
6. Parking. Fix the Ivanhoe park car park. Make another car park at the other end of the park behind goal posts. 

Too many cars are parked on the Boulevard on weekends making it difficult for residents to get out of their 
driveways. 

7. Suggest you prioritise road access and car parking infrastucture first, before expanding the facilities at 
Chelsworth or Ivanhoe Parks. 

8. Parking, toilets 

Public Access to Chelsworth 
1. Youth sports activities- guaranteed use and necessity in Ivanhoe. 
2. Chelsworth Park To remain dog-friendly - very important to a lot of residents and ratepayers. Guarantee 

there will be NO fences to lock people and Dogs off the council (Ratepayers) owned land. To retain open 
to ALL ratepayers. Please note this Chelsworth Park is NOT owned by Ivanhoe Grammar school. Ivanhoe 
Grammar school Love FENCES Residents DO NOT. Rate payers wishes should be listened to before 
Ivanhoe Grammar School 

3. Clear statements to protect other non-sports club open space users and the visual open aspects of Chelsworth 
park. This open use of Chelsworth benefits lives the health of many local users and residents, (not just dog 
walkers), and is under recognised in this plan. Keeping light poles at least one paying field away from 
residents’ yards is a priority and something we will fight to protect. Clear statements on limits to times and 
days for night use and lights are urgently needed. As locals we have no idea what level of impacts we are 
facing and if our shared use can be respected. Noise and traffic from training and games are very impactful. 
It will not be possible to use our back yards or have friends for a BBQ in our back yards with football under 
lights next door in close proximity to houses. 

4. Community use by local residents rather than prioritising the use by sporting clubs and IGS 

5. Health and safety requirements and the increase in the number of the community membes enjoying our 
great parks and the river. 

4. Public space for the public at Chelsworth 
5. Safety; public acess and use of facilities; active transport. 
6. safe pedestrianised access to Ivanhoe Park across Lower Heidelberg Road - to allow safe access to the 

rejuvenated park and new playground. ensuring that the area designated for netball courts is not to be d 
exclusively for or by netball clubs. That would clearly exclude a lot of the community from using that space. 

Alternative location for Netball 
1. Building courts where the club house is located 
2. Consideration of other options for the Netball Club.It is important that the Club has a home base but this 

should not be at the expense of a long established club such as the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club. Any 
proposal should also take into consideration the impact on parking and traffic in the local area. 

3. Creating a better bowls facility at Ivanhoe Park and redeveloping the disused tennis courts and passive open 
space "area N" for netball, using shared club room facilties at the football club or croquet club or caretakers 
house. 

4. Find netball another site, such as the unused tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park 
5. I think you need to priorities improving the sporting facilities at the local govt schools as well. You also need 

to factor in the ageing population. The kids sporting should be for both genders. Netball is primarily played 
by girls. 
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6. Leave the Bowls Club alone. Build new netball/basketball courts in Bellfield at Northview Tennis Club. 
The Bellfield and Heidelberg West communities need these facilities as a part solution to engage their 
young people in healthy, team activities. 

7. Look at using the unused tennis courts for Netball if there can’t be a spot found at Chelsworth Park. 
8. More research on other venues for netball, the croquet club has less use than bowls, what about the tennis 

courts that don't get used for netball 

9. More thoughts on the design to fit netball 
10. Moving the netball courts to another location. 
11. Priority should be to find an alternative venue for netball and let EIBC continue with its long and proud 

tradition. It is utterly incomprehensible that Council is looking to pave an amazing green/venue with asphalt. 

12. Providing a new area for the netball club. 
13. See above. Providing inc with 2 courts and a Clubroom without impacting other clubs. 
14. The retaining of current clubs in their current homes. New space for the new clubs. Sufficient parking for all. 

Inconvenience to neighbours 

Skate Park 
1. Skate park 

Soccer Facilities 
1. Development R: Chelsworth location means it is susceptible to heavy downpours of rain. It needs a drainage 

plan and resurfacing to ensure it stays in good condition. The soccer field definitely needs to be updated, no 
lights for the club to train on. Surface and change rooms needs an upgrade 

2. Lighting, toilet upgrade, turf upgrade. 
3. Lightning for Soccer pitch at Chelsworth Park please!!!! 
4. Upgrading of the club houses and flood lights 
5. Working on the OISC. The AFL club has so much priority over the OISC and it shows with the better facilities. 

The plan should focus on trying to have better facilities for the players at OISC on match day and for 
training. I have been to so many clubs where I wish that we could have those facilities 

Sports Facilities 
1. A centre for all Ivanhoe residents to be able to continue to participate in sport and being supported by the 

local community 

2. bowls, netball and tennis as they are sports that often get forgotten behind AFL and soccer.. 
3. Building Sporting facilities which can be used for sporting clubs for competitive and social sport. Supporting 

current clubs 

4. croquet court extension. infrastructure upgrade. netball court construction 
5. Girls' sport. 
6. I believe infrastructure and facilities which promote children and adults being active and getting involved 

in community sport, both for mental and physical health, along with the countless social benefits. 

7. Ivanhoe Park facilities for all sport on the site. 
8. Ivanhoe Park. Netball and Football are the way of the immediate future, the quicker this occurs the better. 
9. Retaining as much green space as possible, ensuring safety and access is provided, supporting club 

culture and participation in Ivanhoe, the new netball facilities Ivanhoe park near football facilities-  
10. Safe place for young children to play sport 
11. Setting up sporting facilities for Banyule residence of all age groups to enjoy outdoor activities especially 

due to COVID 

12. Sports facilities 
13. Sports precinct for young girls as well as young boys. And for the combination of Covid. 
14. The sports facilities 
15. Yes, all are considered a priority. Not of the standard of other clubs in our league or other clubs I have 

been involved in recently. 

16. young people playing sports 

Start Development 
1. Getting this completed asap 
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Tennis 
1. If the site needs to be repurposed can I suggest the tennis club is looked into? They aren’t viable and the 

state of the courts is overgrown and unsightly. 
2. Ivanhoe Tennis Club have lost 2 courts and I believe to compensate with 2 new hotshot courts should be 

prioritised. Older adults and people with mobility issues are overlooked in the Banyule area. 2 hotshot courts 
would encourage this group of people to participate in the community. 

3. Tennis 
4. Tennis Courts for various clubs to use if there home courts are not big enough... 
5. The tennis courts 

Toilets 
1. Toilet facilities, lights 

Walking 
1. Given covid restrictions, areas to take the kids outdoors (and tire them out) is a premium right now. Security 

(proper lighting) to ensure everyone feels safe to go for a walk / run at night time (my wife, early thirties, is 
not comfortable to walk around the area in the evening. Even 

2. Safe walking 
3. 1. Lighting at Chelsworth Park 2. Walking trail ""Ivanhoe Tan"" 

Other Comments 
1. An administrative approach which ensures that avoidable and unnecessarily harsh outcomes do not 

arise from what otherwise appear to be well-conceived plans. 

2. Community 
3. East Ivanhoe Bowling Club. 
4. Everything 
5. Good design. 
6. Just do it 
7. Keeping resources local, relevant, accessible, affordable 
8. Looking after the needs of all the various sports clubs, real lifeblood in the area and the hall look after 

the space so well. 
9. Make sure that elements of your plan do not negatively affect local residents. This is certainly the case 

for those who live around John Street. 
10. Master plan approach across the Ivanhoe area. At last we have a planned approach which caters for all 

age groups needs. Good to see developers not grabbing land to build high rise units. 

11. N/A 
12. Nit sure 
13. Quick inclusive decisions 
14. Should prioritize the current residents and their voices instead of diversity quotas. 
15. Sorting ou5 the problem of the two bowling clubs 
16. Supporting clubs that have good governance and a viable future.. 
17. The community not 1 netball club 
18. The residents 
19. What ever is needed 

 
What is missing from the plan  
Access to Netball 

 1. I hope the netball courts will be accessible at all times of the day and will not be behind a fence. 

Accessibility Design 
1. Maybe consider broader use elements to include broader community us. Please ensure you improve 

universal design elements to enable broad community access. We would like to keep older community 
members active, less stairs. 

2. Redesign access to tennis courts at John Street to watch matches from the redesigned club house and 
accommodate wheel chairs. 

3.  



 

VIC58-21  BCC: Ivanhoe Sports Precinct Community Engagement & Consultation Summary Report  October 2021 Page 56 

Aging Population 
 1. You are definitely forgetting to factor sporting for the elderly there. We are an ageing population. 

Amalgamation of Tennis and Bowls 
 1. Proper amalgamation of bowls & tennis at John St 

Athletics Access to Chelsworth 
 1. Chelsworth Park - use for Athletics, to allow markings for a 400m track on the upper oval closest to the 

tennis  
courts. This would allow white lines/markings (same as the football markings for boundary lines, etc) to be 
used in summer. Pavilion upgrade to accommodate all clubs use at Chelsworth Park including gymnasium 
room, male/female change rooms including toilets and showers, open common area, food/kitchen facilities. 
Provision for sand pit and runway for use in jumps, eg long jump, triple jump practice. 

Bowls 
1. The bowls club 
2. Leave the bowlers alone 
3. The Bowling Clubs contribution to the community, and the work of all volunteers involved. 

Bridge at Chelsworth Park 
 1. It seems the bridge on to Chelsworth park could use upgrading and the steps down also could use an upgrade 

Change room 
1. The sports pavilions and change rooms at Chelsworth currently do not satisfy the needs of both Old 

Ivanhoe footy and soccer clubs, as when both teams are playing at home, there are never enough change 
rooms for everyone 

2. Please make sure to upgrade club rooms at Chelsworth Park 
3. With more girls playing football ,we need better change rooms 

Chelsworth Lease 
 1. Please check the Chelsworth Park lease details between the City of Banyule and Ivanhoe Grammar. When is 

it up for renewal? Does the lease impose restrictions as to what Ivanhoe Grammar can do to the built 
environment in the park? The plan mentions walking paths connecting to Wilson Reserve. Also mentions the 
increased population within the City of Banyule. It would be good if some of the rates obtained from these 
new residents could be put to improving the environmental aspects of Wilson Reserve. I have been directly 
informed that Banyule Bush Crews won't do any work on the Reserve because it is ""a flood plain."" 
Chelsworth Park is part of that same flood plain yet money can be spent on it. 

Soccer Clubrooms 
 1. Seems to have missed one of the biggest users of Chelsworth park. The soccer club. I live on mervyn crescent  

and my daughter plays for the soccer team at Chelsworth park. She enjoys her time but it is a little 
embarrassing to have so little facilities available (such as lights) for an area with such high land rates. I find 
myself driving to away games being envious of all the modern facilities in other councils. I took her to watch a 
senior game on the Saturday and one team was getting changed in the cafeteria area because the football 
club had used the second change room. I would like to think that a club with such high numbers compared to 
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all the other clubs in the would be supported more by the local council. That being said I love the idea of 
more netball courts and it’s great for such a popular sport to be getting its due support from the council. 

2. - drainage solutions for pitch - club room improvement for soccer 

Community Spaces 
1. Maybe a community garden at Ivanhoe tennis courts at John st 
2. Are there any indoor community clubrooms and facilities in Ivanhoe for young people aged over 15 

especially over winter? It would be nice to have a dedicated dry youth community centre/hall with a games 
room, (tabletennis, billiards, board games). A supervised place to hang out that young people can walk or 
ride to would be fantastic. Perhaps the club rooms at John Street can be consolidated and time shared? 

Consolidation of buildings 
1. Better seating, and consolidation of buildings to expand park areas. 

Court impacts on Residents 
1. The Council needs to be transparent about what the proposal for Netball Courts will mean for residents: 

a. - will the courts be floodlit? 
b. - how many nights will practice be held? 
c. - how many games will be played there on weekends? 
d. - are there any long term proposals for development of the courts? 
e. - what guarantees will the Council provide that there will not be future development on that site? 

Shade of Courts 
1. Make sure netball courts are under cover and have seating. 
2. Putting a roof over the netball courts 
3. Can we have a roof of some sort over the netball courts so we can play in all weather conditions. 

Doesn't have to be closed, it can be open. 
4. Lights on the Netball court, wide open undercover space for our fitness group when it's raining. Would be 

a great wet weather solution for our members. 

Diverse Opportunities 
1. It needs to support the full cross section of the community not just kids sport 

Dog waste stations 
1. Given the number of dog walkers that use Chelsworth Park, providing a few more facilities to make it 

easier for them to use at times that don't clash with organised sport. 

2. Increased number of Dog poo stations at both parks & regular refilling of bags & emptying of bins 

Dog off leash area 
1. Enclosed dog park and lighting on the proposed walking path around Ivanhoe Park oval. 
2. I'd love to see a fenced dog park in the area, or if one of the ovals could be completely fenced, similar to 

Kew's Victoria Park. Other great fenced dog parks to use as a model are Redleap Rd in Mill park, and the 
one in Malahang reserve. 

3. Exercise stations at Chelsworth park would be really great. Will the area still be open to off lead dogs? This 
is a big attraction to my family and we use the area daily. 

Environmental needs 
1. Picnic benches & rotundas? Solar bbqs? Scooter track? (see Ford Park, Oriel Rd redevelopment) Dedicated 

bike paths? Areas to lock your bike? Signage on the paths? Renewable energy installations? Mini solar 
farm perhaps? Smartflower installation? (smartflower.com) 

2. Chelsworth park is unique in its setting within a wildlife corridor. Light pollution has the potential for serious 
impacts to local wildlife including nocturnal mammals, owls, moths and frog populations. We have a particular 
concern around references to additional security lighting with long on times. Light poles and build structures 
must be minimised or be designed for reduced visual impacts. We want black poles and black / green not 
metallic coloured poles and mesh. Chelsworth park has 60 years of history in residents pushing for muted 
bushland colours and structures, hence the green buildings at the main oval. We do not want more of the park 
fenced for specific sports, we do not want the school to build more tennis courts when the existing courts are 
hardly used. The open aspect of Chelsworth is important to local residents who use the park 

http://smartflower.com/
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informally and outnumber ove the sports club members. This is not adequately covered in the precinct 
plan. The plan does not address advise impacts on local residents for which r is our primary open space or 
the many other causal open space users. The plan has excessive focus on organised sports club members 
who only number several hundred while several thousand local residents have improved lives from the 
open access natural aspects of Chelsworth park. Chelsworth park has history of shared use and this history 
in not adequately reflected in the plan. We do not want more parking taking up more of the open space or 
bushland. Some use of local streets on weekends is a better compromise over more industrial scale parking 
spaces. No amount of additional parking spaces will overcome the level of traffic now attending Chelsworth 
on weekends and some training nights. Where parking conditions are upgraded at Chelsworth we prefer 
natural surfaces such as gravel blending to plantings and trees... not concrete and bitumen. We do not want 
a Bunnings parking area to the benefit of weekend drive in sports club uses and the detriment of locals in a 
bushland space. Every structure, pole man made mesh ball stop, etc takes away from the other users who 
also have an informal sports use. 

Fence Soccer 
 1. If the cricket pitch in the middle of the soccer ground could be removed and a few fences around the soccer  

ground would be a welcomed addition to the project. 

Fences at John St 
 1. Yes, upgrade all fences and perimeter barriers to john st park, in particular near back of bowls and tennis  

club. 

Flag Poles 
1. Flag poles 
2. Yes, a flag pole & signage. 

Grammar School Access Concerns 
 1. Loss of public space to wealthy private schools. It's appalling that the public can't access Chelsworth park on  

Saturdays because private schools take over this space. Paying expensive rates to live in Ivanhoe but I'm 
prevented from using the parks the money from rates is used for... The council has approved more and more 
apartments. They need to prioritise the use of public spaces for all, not just those who pay private school 
fees. 

John St Parking 
1. What are the plans for parking around the John St complex? 

Keep East Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
1. (Point 1) Yes some of the bowlers at east Ivanhoe have been there for years and for them to see there club 

turn into basket ball courts will destroy them even the long serving members even the one who have grown 
up in east Ivanhoe, it has become a part of there live and enjoyment having a bowl every Saturday or 
Sunday. (Point 2) as well as loosing there club it is the walking distance from Ivanhoe club to east Ivanhoe 
just to use the bowling club house. The council are not thinking about the elderly they are only making sure 
the junior girls have a club room. EAST IVANHOE IS NOT GOING. IF THE COUNCIL WANT BASKET BALL 
COURTS MAKE IT AT THE IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB AND HAVE THE GIRLS WALK TO THE EAST IVANHOE CLUB 
HOUSE WHERE IT CAN BE SHARED. THE COUNCIL ARE ONLY IN IT FOR THE MONEY NOTHING ELSE. GET THE 
COUNCIL TO WALK FROM IVANHOE BOWLS CLUB AND SEE HOW THEY LIKE IT. 

2. 70 years of Bowling and representation of State Championships. 
3. Consideration of using Chelsworth park for netball courts 
4. Exploring fairer options that allow all to be accommodated. 
5. I think in supporting option 2 council has forgotten what they state they stand for: Banyule is a diverse 

community, made up of people from different cultures, beliefs, abilities, bodies, ages, sexualities, genders and 
identities. Council is committed to inclusion, access and equity for everyone. Option 2 is clearly discriminatory 
against the demographic making up the membership of the Ivanhoe Bowls Club, a demographic that is not 
widely catered for in terms of recreational options and one likely to grow strongly based on council’s own 
modelling. While I am supportive of finding courts for the netball club, I think that demolishing the bowling 
club facilities which are part of the amenity and character of EastIvanhoe at Ivanhoe park, and that are well 
used throughout the week - for practice netball courts is a serious misuse of this precious land. It is also 
incredibly cruel to the members of that club. I am surprised and somewhat suspicious 
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as to how this has become the preferred option for the sake of one netball court? Also think how the 
remaining bowling clubs in Melbourne are also turning into great community assets for younger 
demographics, particularly ones with facilities like East Ivanhoe for holding social events. When it is gone, it 
can never be replaced. A high consequence for attaining one extra netball court that will have limited use 
and will spoil the amenity of the precinct. 

6. If you give a netball club with only 15 local teams a social complex then there will be 5-6 other clubs who 
should be given the same thing. Netball numbers locally in Ivanhoe have reduced by 20% over the last 6 
years as more girls play basketball and AFL football. The concept of the 2 bowls clubs merging is ludicrous - it 
will end the East ivanhoe bowls club which has the largest social/casual membership of all the local bowls 
clubs. There are other sites for netball including Cyril Cummins reserve ... look at the Ivanhoe Heidelberg 
areas sporting infrastructure in totality not just Ivanhoe precinct. 

7. Ivanhoe East Bowling club is well positioned and aesthetically superior to John St. Once revamped it 
will attract increased membership. 

8. Ivanhoe netball club have court availability at the new amazing facility at Latrobe Sports Centre. They also 
have storage facilities for equipment. Why do they need club rooms, courts etc. when they’re just a 
domestic netball club. Not other domestic club in the Banyule shire have facilities of this nature. It baffles 
me why they want to have outside courts to now train on and not utilise Latrobe?? The consequence for 
such decision is at the expense of the bowling club. Is that fair?? 

9. Lawn bowls and the aging of population of ivanhoe Eaglemont and East Ivanhoe. My parents got my kids 
interested in bowls and suggested I get them into a kid’s introductory program. When I looked around East 
Ivanhoe is the only club that offers the Auskick equivalent in lawn bowls. The bowls club club rooms seem to 
be forgotten. They are a great meeting place for locals and members and a good function venue. The club 
rooms would unlikely to operate the same way if run by a junior netball club. 

10. Look closely at Chelsworth tennis Club. Low membership and low usage. No midweek competition tennis is 
played there. The facility is under used and there are other tennis courts in John Street and at Eaglemont 
just down the Boulevard! Why have you not proposed it there???? 

11. Please stop the closure of East Ivanhoe Bowling Club. Give it number one priority. 
12. Seems you have not thought about much. The bowling club has many community connections 
13. Senior members of the community and tennis community 
14. That the East Ivanho Bowling Club will no longer be around for the community to use 
15. The bowls club. All my friends love its history, some of us had functions there at clubrooms. The tennis 

courts never get used, why not build netball courts there? 
16. The Grounds Development opposite the Park will no doubt attract downsizers. Many of those residents may 

wish to be involved in the Bowling Club. This extensive development will also increase traffic and put 
additional pressure on parking in the area. Currently there is one public rubbish bin in the park. As a resident 
who walks there daily I am constantly picking up rubbish and bottles. Additional bins should be provided. 

17. The tennis courts at Ivanhoe park are largely unused, and with Eaglemont tennis club and the three courts at 
John Street, the redevelopment of these make sense. The bowls club is a separate matter in my opinion. 
There is so much more off street parking at Ivanhoe park 

18. There is heritage value and a deep history associated with the East Ivanhoe Bowls Club, including one of 
Victoria's earliest synthetic lawns. The turf lawns create a sense of well being and tranquillity which cannot 
be underestimated. The sport of lawn bowling is a genteel sport and noise pollution is minimised. Noise 
levels associated with whistles and shouts has a definitive negative impact on the bird life and fauna, and 
there is even evidence that plant life and flora can be impacted. EIBC is a wonderful club well progressed in 
its transition to delivering a great and higher impact to benefit more and more members of our community, 
particularly the vulnerable. EIBC is in a supercharged growth phase and is clearly committed to increasing its 
numbers, community reach and support. This is seen more recently in the employment of Lachlan Tighe 
renown Commonwealth Games lawn bowls coach who has a history of coaching elite champions. This is an 
amazing achievement. More and more, there is increasing interest in lawn bowls amongst younger members 
as well. It is a sport which bridges all generations and shares knowledge across the decades. It is a sport 
which is far more accessible and inclusive compared to many other sports. I would be incredibly sad to see 
the demise of such an outstanding club and its services to the community. 

19. To develop the unused corner of the park into netball courts. To eradicate invasive weeds and exotic plants 
in M and N areas and landscape using local native plants 

20. We have 50% more members than the netball club - We offer social bowls as well as competitive bowls. Our 
clubrooms are popular in the community for functions and other clubs like fishing and toastmasters. 

21. Why doesn't the Council not think that such a netball venue could be placed on Ivanhoe Park that adjoins the 
EIBC? IF this thrust is about raising female sports participation then this would be a perfect solution. This 
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venue could use the EIBC club facilities rather than duplicating their own. This would be a "win win" situation 
surely. 

22. With the increasing numbers of local retirees, it is necessary to remember that the preservation and 
enhancement of sports such as lawn bowls and the social benefits of lawn bowls clubs remain 
relevant planning considerations. 

23. Yes it seems you didn't consult very much during 2020, the growth in the bowls club is enormous 
24. Yes the elderly in the area, and the fact that lawn bowls is a growing sport for a younger demographic. Shiny 

new netball courts should NOT replace other current services and amenities that are well used and loved by 
many. The elderly and their recreational space is important. As a middle aged Banyule resident, I’m outraged 
for my community this is happening. It’s not just the elderly that thinks this is wrong! 

25. Yes the lawn bowls club 
26. Yes the local bowls club who have been there for the last 75 years 
27. Yes you cannot destroy a club after covid lockdown the members need it 
28. Yes you have , the locals and the lawn bowls community 
29. Yes you have not spoken to all Clubs at Ivanhoe Park and or the Cricket Club at Chelsworth. Retain East 

Ivanhoe Bowling Club in it original spot and give the girls the two disused Tennis Court 

30. Yes, finding the netball club a new home 
31. You have forgotten the heritage value and character of the area and that people come to live in the area for 

those factors. 

32. You have not explained why these alternatives abouve for netball courts are not your preferred options. 

Lighting 
1. Lighting and parking are key considerations 
2. More lighting the better! 
3. We need floodlights on the soccer pitch/es as well as upgraded locker rooms 
4. Just ensuring that all sporting grounds are well maintained, especially the main soccer pitch where there is 

a cricket ground in the middle of the pitch. This can be very dangerous and harmful to players and server 
bumps in the grass can cause hazards. Therefore it needs to be a factor that there are certain grounds for 
specific sports. additionally, there is only one footy pitch that has lights meaning that sporting teams cannot 
play it train at night, it would be great if multiple grounds could be light up for later activities. Furthermore, 
I do suggest that the facilities like clubs rooms do need to be expanded as I have experienced game days 
where us soccer boys are having to share with visiting football teams. 

5. Old Ivanhoe Soccer Club has a scheduling conflict with the Ivanhoe Grammar Football club with regards to 
training times. These are both winter sports and both clubs are required to train after dark (on Football 
pitch 1). Lighting should not only be expanded to Soccer pitch 1 but also Soccer pitch 2,3 and 4 in 
preference to Football oval 2. Football oval 2 is not used for structured sports but rather unstructured 
leisure activities and Auskick, which is run during daylight hours. Ideally lighting should be provided for the 
entire precinct but the needs of the sporting clubs are higher on the northern soccer pitches. 

Relocate Netball 
1. other areas for netball courts 
2. The largely neglected tennis courts at the other end of The Boulevard is a preferable area for the 

construction of new netball courts. 

More Bowls 
1. Grass greens need to be extended. 

Additional Clubrooms 
1. Adding specific club rooms for the AFL and another one for the OISC so that we don’t have to move into the 

PUBLIC club rooms next door to get changed/talk about tactics Adding high fences and proper training 
facilities for the OISC because we don’t have a proper setup so we always have to move back and fourth 
from the synthetic pitches at Darebin Bowls to Chelsworth Proper benches for the OISC for match days 

2. More clubrooms, on a Saturday multiple teams have to change out on the balcony as there are only 2 change 
rooms at Chelsworth 

Additional Fencing 
1. Council commitment to upgrading the fencing and walls along Young Street and the street to the south of the 

courts. Yet to be carried out. 
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More Information 
1. It would be good to have further details of upgrades the Ivanhoe Grammar School has planned to Chelsworth 

Park based on their lease of these grounds. 

2. More research into the option 
3. Yes more thought and design into the plans 
4. Perhaps some more detail would have been good eg How the three clubhouses at Ivanhoe Park can be made to 

be more amenable one to the other. What are the steps involved in making croquet courts regulation size? 
5. What about some passive activities, such as a community vegetable garden? What about upgrading the 

bowling greens and clubrooms at Ivanhoe Park? Given the number of multi unit apartment developments 
Council has approved adjacent to Ivanhoe Park and surrounds - eg The Grounds, its important to provide 
recreational opportunities for older people as well as young people at the park. Especially when the 
population in the area is ageing. What is happening to the caretakers house site in Ivanhoe Park? The plan 
doesn’t say, can this be a clubroom for netball? There are multipurpose courts proposed at Chelsworth Park 
.. are they available to the netball club? If not, why not? Is it because the lease agreement means these are 
solely for Ivanhoe Grammar use on the weekends? 

Public Toilets 
1. With the number of runners, walkers and bike riders in the area and along the river paths there is a distinct 

lack of public toilets. The ones that are still open are often filthy i.e. Chelsworth Park and Warringal Park. 
Ivanhoe Park toilets are maintained a little better so there is no excuse for the others to be neglected. All 
are high use. There is also a need for a toilet facility near Eaglemont Tennis courts and in the East Ivanhoe 
shopping centre. Currently bike riders and runners who park near Eaglemont ask to access the Tennis 
Courts club rooms which is not safe particularly with ongoing Covid restrictions. The general public, aged 
and disabled have no options when visiting Eaglemont and East Ivanhoe Shops. 

2. Provision of public amenities for casual users, eg toilets for users of playground at Ivanhoe Park. 
3. Toilets / toilet block at both Chelsworth and Ivanhoe Park 
4. better/cleaner, more accessible public toilets are identified in consultations but do not appear to be included 

ikn either option. They are very important especially to older demographics who rely on them to even leave 
the house let alone get active outdoors. Also, for older people it is very important that seating that supports 
backs as well as bottoms is provided in both sunny and shaded areas. Again - getting out of the house is the 
first step towards active lifestyles and these amenities are crucial to ensure oldies are catered for properly. I 
could not see the tree protection zones in either option. Please preserve all trees. 

More Seating 
1. Some seating to watch play and wait between games 

Multiuse Cricket Fields 
 1. The cricket nets at Chelseworth Park should be replaced and reconfigured so as to create a more flexible  

space that can be accessed by the footy club and the soccer club in the winter season but maintain 4 cricket 
nets during cricket season. Currently there are 5 poorly designed and old nets which get limited use. This 
could include raised net roof height. Lighting and power could then be added to enable further usage 
outside of daylight hours. The creation of a flexible multi use hard wicket/surface area will also help protect 
the natural grass areas from overuse. Children’s playground. The current swing set can only be accessed 
from Chelseworth Park by crossing the road or the car pack. The playground needs to be improved and 
placed in the main area of the park. 

Need for a skate park 
 1. The provision of a skate park area is another area that is needed for a recreational precinct. It would be great  

to include that somehow. 

Need for Basketball Courts 
 1. Basketball courts were taken out of the local area. Luckily for learner drivers it helps clock up hours but  

makes our children reliant on us to get to/ from training each week. We were sold out 

Need for Upgrades 
 1. The facilities are tired and do not meet current standards because the owner (Banyule City Council) has failed  

to upgrade and refurbish over the last few decades 

Negative Sentiment 
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1. No research at all on this 
2. That bowlers vote at elections. 

Open Space 
1. It would be nice to have a small playground on John St, perhaps next to tennis club. This is not essential but 

it would be appreciated 

2. More open space in John st 
3. Need a basketball ring and court and also a skate park 
4. Play area for non club members - basketball hoops, swings or a green area. 
5. A good playing area for the kids 
6. Improved road access along Irvine Road to allow for dual carriageway. New play space at Chelsworth 

Park would be great 
7. John St Recreation Reserve: Inclusion of small playground at the empty space at the north east corner of 

the existing tennis courts. Improving Clarence St at the south length of the area - potholes are regularly 
created, the walk path width and surface needs improvement, the plants hanging off the lawn bowls fence 
is often overgrown impeding onto the walking space of the walk path. Currently used by many school kids 
to/from school and general pedestrian. Ivanhoe Park: The park is heavily used and very crowded regularly. 
There is only one sheltered area recently built. Needs more sheltered areas. Public restrooms located near 
croquet club needs improvement (currently dark and dingy, especially for the kids). Chelsworth Park: 
Include some seating benches around the periphery. 

Parking 
1. Car parking for all the sports. Too many cars park on the neighbouring streets. 
2. Consideration of increased parking facility at John St. 
3. more car parking space 
4. Not sure if it’s in the proposal but if somehow Irvine road at Chelsworth park could have angle parking 

over the drain to add more spaces I think it’s a must. 

5. Parking 
6. Seal the car park at Ivanhoe park immediately. During the winter, the car park is muddy and puddles, In the 

summer, it is very dusty, and full of pot holes. It is dangerous and slippery, with no safety lights in the car 
park at night. Accidents could happen , and claims could be made against the council, for such neglect 

7. There are major carparking issues at the John street site currently and to move another club there is crazy, 
particular on Pennant days where already club members need to become traffic controllers and visiting clubs 
are often forced to park either far from the club or in 2 hour parking zones which is nowhere near enough 
time 

Poor Engagement 
1. Community should be considered as a stakeholder. Community consultation was inadequate. There was no 

notices posted in the park about this! People travel many km to use these parks. I live one km away use 
Chelsworth every day and have only head about it now. There has only been token community engagement. 

2. Please note that Ivanhoe Harriers utilise Chelsworth Park all year round not just the summer season as is 
listed on page 5 of the Plan summary 

3. Speaking with other clubs 
4. The thought process , and false information to the community 
5. To include our club 
6. what about option 2?? I understand there is an option 2 but has mostly been kept from the public. I was able 

to view it at a meeting and it seems to be a better solution. I also understand that there are a number of 
virtually neglected tennis courts in West Ivanhoe that could be transformed into netball courts. Has council 
researched into this as a more friendly option? 

Positive Sentiment 
1. Great plan. 
2. I think that all sports are covered and looked after. 
3. I think this plan has taken a long time to get a great result for our suburb 
4. It is a comprehensive plan. 
5. No - you've done an awesome job. 

6. No, I think this plan addresses the needs of the community. I think you need to consult with the lawn 
bowls club, they are still getting something, this is not ageist. 
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7. The Banyule Council has done their due diligence on this and should be commended for upgrading facilities 
for upcoming generations. 

8. Very well covered, a lot of time and effort clearly been put into the planning. 

Public Transport 
1. Advertise the public transport availability. With the Ivanhoe train station which also includes bus services - 

less than 500 meters away it is real benefit. 
2. It is important to emphasis the close proximity to the Ivanhoe train station in the context of individuals, 

such as bowlers, tennis players etc, being able to access the facility. This greatly enhances the opportunities 
for its utilisation compared to other venues. 

Redesigning of the sites 
1. I don’t think so. If I was to be critical it would be better to have two full sized bowls greens rather than 

one oversize and one small. This would allow for better renovation as time passes without losing the 
ability to play at the venue. 

2. it would be great to have the option of turf or hard surface for the current site of the East Ivanhoe Bowls 
Club. This would make it a more versatile space - for the whole community. Floating surfaces (which can be 
taken on and off the suggested netball courts) is one potential option to achieve this. - Lack of 
pedestrianised access to Ivanhoe Park across the busy Lower Heidelberg Road. Families living on roads on 
the other side of Lower Heidelberg Road (including Lower Heidelberg Road itself, Marshall St, Maltravers 
Road, Rotherwood, Townsend, most of Locksley Road, etc) have no safe place to cross Lower Heidelberg 
Road unless they walk all the way to the East Ivanhoe village traffic lights crossing. I would like to see at 
least a Zebra crossing with flashing pedestrian lights or traffic lights on the Ivanhoe Park part of Lower 
Heidelberg Road. For example, there is an area with a small traffic island opposite Dowell Court that lends 
itself to a pedestrian crossing. - The netball association must NOT have control over when they have 
exclusive access to the netball courts as this would make the area largely inaccessible to the rest of the 
community, especially on weekends. I understand that the existing bowls club house is going to remain to 
be used largely as a Community space (as well as containing a small office space for the netball 
association), and so having the outdoor area immediately adjacent to it (where the current bowling green 
is) accessible to all and not just for netball is extremely important. - I would love to see regular/weekly 
Barefoot Bowls and evening social Croquet (with a BBQ and bar) happening in Ivanhoe or East Ivanhoe 
during the warmer months - not just private functions that have to be pre-booked. These evenings (of 
which I’ve enjoyed several at East Ivanhoe bowling club) are so much fun for all, very inclusive for all ages 
and abilities, and are a great opportunity for fund-raising for our local clubs. 

3. Option 1 should have focused on making the John Street reserve a tennis precinct only, with the possible 
addition of relocating the croquet club on the current Ivanhoe bowls club site, and adding an open space 
garden/reserve/playground area in keeping with nature of this small quiet residential enclave. The two bowling 
clubs would move to Ivanhoe Park by extending and improving the facilities, parking and access. There would 
still be a lot of space at Ivanhoe Park for netball, which we understand requires accommodation. 

Relocate Netball 
1. Consideration of the effect on residents in John Street. The tennis courts and Bowling club are currently 

heavily used (which seem not to be reflected in your analysis) and parking is often problematic in a very 
small area. There are seemingly unused tennis courts in Ivanhoe East which could easily pick up the need 

2. The occupancy of the Tennis courts on Page 3 Point ! ---You have double counted as 156 members ----
actually this is the total at the John St Tennis courts as there is no membership at all at the 2 courts at 
Ivanhoe Park as they are part of John St. They are seldon used as they are overflow courts with very little 
use at all. 

3. Yes there are many other viable options to place netball courts, maybe the croquet club could be an option 
as i have never seen it in use exvept for one time  
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Replace lights at Bowls 
1. Replace the external lighting on the bowls greens. 

Impact on Residents 
 1. To consider the impact on residents 

Running Track at Chelsworth 
 1. A complete gravel Running track around Chelsworth park 

Soccer field improvements 
 1. Chelsworth Park soccer pitch needs improved irrigation as large parts of the pitch become waterlogged  

during winter. This is extremely dangerous for players who risk injury playing sport. 

Tennis 
1. Eaglemont Tennis Club is large, well-developed, and nearby. However it does not merit any mention in the 

consideration of tennis at Chelsworth Park and John St. In my view, it should be utilised as the major tennis 
facility in our area. Exploration of merging it with the other clubs doesn't seem to have been on the agenda. 

2. There was no mention of tennis courts next to Croquet Club, unless I misread the map. 

Traffic 
1. More lighting. Not only parking but the road access at Chelsworth park is only a single lane. It needs to be 

two lanes. 

2. it may be worth reviewing resident car parking signage in the John street area to ensure there is no 
confusion with non residents parking in this space and upsetting residents. Could resident parking spaces be 
colour coded a different colour marking on the road to assist clarity regarding the white lined areas for the 
general public . 

3. 1) Consider creation of a cafe at one of the existing club rooms at either Chelsworth or Ivanhoe Parks. 2) Car 
parks to Chelsworth Park would benefit by being sealed - during peak periods, cars just park wherever (on 
grass, nature strips, etc.). Sealing the car parks along The Boulevard and painting lines and installing 
appropriate parking signs to demarcate no standing zones, etc. 3) On Saturdays, cars overflow onto The 
Boulevard creating road hazards to the numerous cyclists that cycle there. Suggest installation of no-
standing zones along one side of The Boulevard on Saturdays and other peak periods, similar to what Council 
has installed on Buckingham Drive, Heidelberg (again during peak sports periods on weekends). 

4. The traffic logistics simply won't work. Council should come down and actually stand in Toora Street, Linton 
Street where the large traffic increase will need to flow into John Street and speak to the residents and see 
how this will not work very well at all. Traffic around school times are already busy from the flow cutting 
through from the Grammar school to avoid the Marshall Street intersection. This will only make the 
situation potentially more dangerous. 

Walking 
1. It is currently difficult and dangerous to access Ivanhoe park - or any other park - for any Ivanhoe pedestrians 

- especially children - living north of Lower Heidelberg Road, a busy road. Any solution or measure 
prioritising pedestrian access to Ivanhoe or Chelsworth parks would be much appreciated. I would by 
overjoyed to see any consideration given to enabling children to cycle (or walk) to Ivanhoe East primary 
school without needing to negotiate heavy traffic at multiple points. 

2. I may have missed this.. but there needs to be lighting around the outside of the oval, especially with a 
new walking track. There are some dark areas. Also an upgrade of the current public toilets is an obvious 
necessity. 
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General Comments 
 
Supportive of Plan  

1. Welcome news having this considered as a important upgrade for the club and community as a whole 
2. "I like the fact that all the sports and the associated clubs will be able to continue - I also feel that this is an 

exciting opportunity for netball as to date there are no facilities within the existing location for netball 
players. This is a high participation sport that will finally operate alongside other high participation sports. 
Cricket, AFL etc. 

3. Once the new structure is up and running there will be benefits for players and families across all of the 
sporting clubs domiciled within the precinct." 

4. Congratulations- job well done Banyule Council. 
5. The netball club deserves a home and if this is the best option several great minds have come up with then 

this is the one that has to be made to work. 
6. Well done on being brave to have a vision that opens the whole precinct to public use - except for the 

crochet club. The opportunity for girls to play sport in the precinct is such a need and higher prior to 
providing two bowling clubs within a good golf shot of each other. 

7. What an exciting proposal for the community. 
8. Good for girls 
9. The recent campaigns by East Ivanhoe Bowling Club has been ill-advised and is mis-directing the true basis of 

the plan which is to provide facilities for the use of the entire community 
10. This is a fantastic opportunity for everyone 
11. "Option 1 is the best and fairest outcome for the whole of the Ivanhoe Par 
12. Everyone is a winner in option 1" 
13. Great work by the Banyule City Council - this looks fantastic. 
14. Well done to the planning people involved and lets hope it will be implemented sooner rather than later. 
15. A great effort by all involved to put this plan together. 
16.  A sporting precinct like this would further enhance this wonderful community, especially in these uncertain 

covid times. 
17. To encourage more netballers in the Ivanhoe community to get out there to train, play and socialize together 

can only be a great thing! 
18. I believe in taking one step at a time. The Ivanhoe sports precinct plan is attempting to align all sporting clubs 

requests and I fully support councils efforts. This needs to happen  
19. I think the whole development is needed for the Ivanhoe community. I have been in Ivanhoe my whole life 

and we lack good sporting facilities like other suburbs do. 
20. Get it done! 
21. All improvements detailed sound great. Naturally, we'll always want more to be done, but this is a fantastic 

start. 
22. Investing in what is arguably Ivanhoe's finest sporting grounds with additional lighting - drainage 

improvements gets my 100% support. 
23. Let's get this completed ASAP!!!!!!!! 
24. Good job 
25. Best plan for the precinct. 
26. Thanks for the opportunity to provide feedback. 
27. Look forward to seeing upgraded parks and facilities in our area. Taking care of our green spaces make for a 

beautiful community. 
28. I support all improvements and think they will be well supported by the residents as they have been to date. 

We have a daughter with a disability and find the concrete paths around Waringal Park and the community 
garden is a great place to take her for a walk. 

29. Great vision for the future, making the entire area a fully rounded sporting precinct for most age groups. 
30. I think the Council have done an excellent job with option one. Well done. 
31. Ivanhoe Grammar has recently spent a fortune building a multi-level sports facility within their Ivanhoe 

campus. The significant development on their land, as well as taking on additional students, has lead to the 
need for extra facilities beyond, i.e. Chelsworth Park. 

32. Good plan. 
33. Good general review 
34. An excellent forward looking plan which, although I don’t live in the area, has my full support 
35. Let’s get the job done! 
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36. Lets get on with it, councils have been upgrading facilities across the precinct or near. This is in desperate 
need given the age of most facilities of these three areas. 

37. Well done & thank you 
38. Very impressed 
39. Look forward to Ivanhoe sporting precinct. 
40. This is the best plan for the club and the neighborhood and tennis 
41. Thanks for the opportunity to commen 
42. I am for the improvement of sporting facilities in Banyule. I hope this development increases the use of all 

sporting fields, and new pavilions to complement the area 
43. Thanks for not selling off land to developers 
44. Looking forward to the completion 
45. Thank you for your community engagement 
46. Looking forward to the future of sport and recreation in Ivanhoe" 
 

Oppose Plan/Option  
1. Council is neglecting Olympia Ward community and pandering to wealthy parents in Chelsworth and Griffin 

Wards who just want to be able to take their son/daughter to one venue for their weekend sport. 
2. I hope that although Option 1 is put forward as the preferred option that does not mean that the decision 

has in effect already been made. I also hope that any decision is not driven primarily by cost issues but by 
what is best for the local community." 

3. Option 2 seems a fairer and more practical use of the facilities. As a resident of East Ivanhoe and someone 
who values my community I strongly object to option 1. 

4. Option 2 seems to be a much better option. There is room there for several courts and a small carpark would 
do for most netball games only last less than an a hour and those players and families leave allowing room 
for the next game whereas for lawn bowls the game goes for several hours with large numbers of players all 
there at the same time 

5. We would have supported Option 2 in relation to the John Street Reserve, if the current Ivanhoe bowls club 
became a park with seating, play equipment , BBQ facilities, etc. for common use. In addition, if there was an 
assurance and commitment there would be no re-zoning potential for future medium/high density 
residential or commercial development. 

6. I support the 'option two' and this should have been included in this survey to compare and contrast ideas of 
where to put the netball courts 

7. Option 2 for John St precinct of an open public space does not serve any purpose. The current lawn bowls 
and tennis courts are heavily used by the community. Why take it away 

 

Retain Bowls  
1. Keep the lawn bowls club where it is . 
2. Leave the bowlers alone 
3. Save the bowls club 
4. Please allow EIBC to continue its amazing work to benefit the community in its current location. There are 

several other better alternatives to accommodate the needs of the netball club. 
5. Leave East Ivanhoe Bowls club alone. 
6. Would like the bowls club to remain there, it is a great facility 
7. Ivanhoe Bowls Club site has limited parking at the best of times! Has anyone from council actually been there 

to see? 
8. Do not support the east ivanhoe bowls club being merged with ivanhoe ,ivanhoe do not have the room for 

more members and car park space. 
9. Not Supportive of Option 1. Save East Ivanhoe Bowls Club 
10. No to Option 1 
11. East Ivanhoe Bowls is a place that prioritizes its communty and member's. A place to connect with others and 

keep active 
12. Save the bowls club! 
13. East Ivanhoe is a small part of Banyule with a strong community feel. East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is an 

important part of that community and should not be lost which is what would occur with the proposed 
relocation 
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14. Netball members should have a space to participate - perhaps in the ample space available in Chelsworth 
park - but not at peril of destroying the heritage aesthetic of the area (as was done with the library) or the 
expense of older generation participants that currently use the bowling site. We enjoy taking our children to 
the area so they can see older community members active and as part of the community. We don’t want 
them tucked away in John street - which will then have an over capacity issue if forced to merge bowling 
facilities. 

15. I believe there is space for all to be involved and removal of the east Ivanhoe Bowls area is not a good ide 
16. Impact on the bows club not acceptable 
17. Not sure why you don't let the community provide comments on option 1. 
18. Banyule City Council has been looking at data from 3 years ago And should revisit this plan Or Better still 

admit your wrong 
19. Retain East Ivanhoe Bowling Club at it's original spot 
20. would prefer to see all club stay including the East Bowls clu 
21. Disgusting Banyule Council if you close the bowls club 
22. Please review your plan so that the lawn bowls club can surviv 
23. No to proposal 1 and not discard the local bowls club, council should continue to support sport at Banyule for 

young and all. 
24. A disgraceful act on closing a club down for netball training courts 

Support Netball - 
1. We really need to be more supportive of girls sport. There are multiple grounds for football and they can 

come together as a club, however very difficult for girls in netball to do the same 
2. It’s about time netball was taken more seriously in this area. Stop prioritizing football and recognize the 

importance of netball for girls. 
3. Please, please, please go with this option. So many girls I know that play for our Club would love it - it would 

be so good for our wellbeing both mentally and physically. 
4. Also very concerned about bowls clubs members. Netball needs it's own home. It can no piggy back on the 

build up resources and assets over many years on the bowls club members and associates. 
5. There should be an overall improvement in dedicated court space for female participants, including a Centre 

for netball. 
6. When reading local papers there appears to be a shortage of netball courts in the local areas. Councils 

receive funding from the federal government, however, although there are huge areas for public use for 
some reason net ballers are missing out. 

7. The opportunity to erect net ball courts on the existing East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is a good as there is a 
shortage of netball courts in the local area. East Ivanhoe Bowling Club is struggling with falling membership, 
however, the opportunity can be easily resolved with the existing members amalgamating with Ivanhoe 
Bowling Club or other local clubs. 

8. A Netball Court is best accommodated in facilities that are currently under utilised and where the current 
members can join another club within walking distance both ways. 

 

Support Bowls and Netball  
1. I like netball, bowls and tennis. Why not upgrade any of the old tennis courts in the area and have them 

marked for tennis and netball. Most of our local tennis courts are crap 
2. As a resident close by to the bowls club i am not interested in a large structure there to replace the current 

club. 
3. As a resident within a 2 min walking distance. I have rarely experienced problems with parking or increased 

traffic. The bowls and tennis players are always polite and considerate of residents. 
4. Dont boot out a viable Bowls Club which has been in Ivanhoe Park since 1950's. Thats not fair. This shouldn’t 

be about bowls vs netball, there is room at the park to accommodate both if well planned. 
5. Use the old tennis courts to house the netball; it is madness to concrete the bowling green and kill off an 

active club that services a wide diverse community for the sake of netball courts that could literally be laced 
in any other location(but most obviously where the tennis courts are!) 

6. Give the Ivanhoe Netball Girls the 2 disused Tennis Courts 
7. Build a retaining wall into the park and only chop down one tree and you can still fit in the Croquet Greens as 

well, as the Ivanhoe Netball. 
8. Netball can be placed on other areas of precinct 
9. Seems to me there is plenty of space down at Chelworth Park for Netball courts/stadium. 
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Chelsworth Park  - dogs  

1. My concern is about continued use of the Chelsworth grounds for unleashed dog exercise. 

2. Over the course of several years winter and summer sports events here I remain opposed to the use of this 

park for dog exercise at any time. I have witnessed the worst of uncaring dog owners allowing dogs to roam 

free while they (the owners) socialise. I have many times seen dogs foul the playing areas without clean up, 

urinate over sports gear, rugs, and picnic baskets lying under the trees. I once saw a large Alsatian terrorize a 

group of 7 yr old kids at footy practice because the owner was not taking care. On another occasion an 

owner of 2 dogs could not control either while the dogs disrupted a kids cricket match. 

3. Unleashed dogs are frequently allowed to roam at Ivanhoe Park during practice and match times by 

owners who assume a right to do so. 

4. I urge Council to 1. ban unleashed dogs at Chelsworth and Ivanhoe Park and 2. develop a fenced area 

within the precinct where owners will have exclusive use for exercise. 

5. I know this viewpoint is held by many long suffering but silent parents. Sports grounds should not be 

shared spaces for animal exercise." 

6. Dog walking not to be restricted in any form in favor of Sport 

7. Guarantee there will be NO fences to lock people and Dogs of the council (Ratepayers) owned land 

8. To remain open to ALL ratepayers" 

9. Chelsworth Park To remain dog-friendly - very important to a lot of residents and ratepayer 

 

Lighting 

1. We do not want unnecessary light pollution and lighting of Chelsworth Park at night when its not in use. It 
has a dark natural aspect appropriate to a bushland setting. 

2. Additional lighting has the potential change the character of the park and bring in undesirable uses, noise and 
activity at night." 

3. Not supportive given lighting issues at Chelsworth and impacts on environment and housing amenity.  
4. I am in favor of the big picture projects, but strongly object to the night time extension for Chelsworth Park. 
5. We need floodlights on the soccer pitch/es as well as upgraded locker rooms 

 

Sports Club Access and Use  

1. There should be equal access between the Soccer Club and Football Club at Chelsworth - it is not right 

that the Soccer Club which has 200+ players from our community have to play second fiddle to the OIGFC 

who have much fewer players and many of these are not from Banyule. 

2. This is a good proposal. It would be most beneficial if, once approved, it was expedited in the immediate 

future so as to maximise the benefits associated with this plan. 

3. The tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park have been variously described as disused or vacant - this is not the case. 

These courts are used as an integral part of Ivanhoe Tennis Club. Facilities are required at John Street to 

replace the courts and ensure that the lose is recompensed to the Community and the Club. 

4. Chelsworth Park is a magnificent and well maintained space. Ivanhoe Grammar School does an excellent 

job with its upkeep of the grounds .Many different sporting groups use the space, the benefit is 

community health and fitness. The only sub-standard space are the two pavilions 

5. Looks to me the unused tennis courts at Ivanhoe park is a wasted space." 

6. Ivanhoe bowls club should go to East Ivanhoe Bowling Club they have the room for 10 sides, also East 

Ivanhoe Bowling Clubs green is up to international bowls standards. 

7. I can see pickleball occupying the two tennis courts at Ivanhoe Park 

 

Amenity 

 
1. It would be great to incorporate some area (possibly planted beds) for wildlife. Any plants that are 

retained/planted should be indigenous in order to incorporate habitat into this open space. 
2. Hard to park in John Street with all the pine trees on southern side protruding over car parking spaces there 
3. The number of people who use Chelsworth Park is massive. It needs to be the number 1 priority for Council 
4. Keeping community informed and little disruption to amenity of areas important 
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Environment  
1. The appeal of Chelsworth Park is its ‘bush’ setting. Preserving this feeling is critically important as opposed to 

further development of the park. 
2. Introducing hard concrete surfaces into this area, removing trees will increase run off to the nearby Yarra 

River. 

 

Traffic and Parking  

1. As per my comments earlier. Council should speak to the local rate paying residents in the immediate 

John Street precinct to seek their views about the higher traffic flow through narrower and not well 

flowing streets. I have 3 young children who ride bikes and with Toora Street already tight with cars 

parked a major traffic increase squeezing into John Street could only increase potential risk. 

2. I support the idea to create better facilities, but it needs to consider environment and the current high 

density of residents around the areas. Some areas can be upgraded without impacting people's quality of 

life whereas the John Street Proposal ignores limited space for parking and current heavy use of the 

bowling club. 

3. Were the residents consulted about this proposal? We have paid a premium to live in this area and the 

park is a big selling point. It’s already so busy and with football training running well into the night we 

will once again be limited in the times we can use the park if the netball club is approved. 

4. Please when improving parking (e.g. along Irvine Road) and making other improvements, please work 

hard to maintain the relaxed, treelined and almost country like feel of the streets and park areas, which 

is of great appeal. 

Other  

1. Very disappointed that East Ivanhoe Bowls club wrote to all local residents of John St trying to imply that 
council is not sharing all facts and implying that there will be an additional 200 cars in our street 

2. The banksia college site would have been a wonderful alternative for the netball (and basketball) courts, as 
ratepayers we deserve an explanation why this land was sold off to developers. 

3. We don’t need two bowls clubs so close to each other 
4. Please have courage and ignore the tiny noisy minority of selfish oldies and cynically motivated politicians 
5. Important to keep active at every age. 
6. Thanks 
7. The council needs to listen to all the community and not just persons on council that have a personal objective 

to ensure that the area is upgraded for ALL the community and not just targeted groups. 
8. Do your research 
9. I While these areas need upgrading, maintaining as much as possible of the area for public use needs to be a 

priority 
10. COVID should not be an opportunity to pass these things through a time that makes it hard for many Banyule 

community members to attend any meetings. 
11. The ageing members of Banyule may also struggle to voice their opposition to these changes via other 

channels that the COVID world is operating in. 
12. When doing your research in the future maybe it might be an option to speak to all clubs involved and not 

the ones you get a desired result from 
13. If this is set to become a vote by supporters to get things started then I’d be wary of an underground plan by 

another club who is organising many non members and multiple forms filled in by each as a last ditch effort 
to stop progress in this matter 

14. Is there a possibility of having the courts partially covered in the event of rain?  

 
 


